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T O 



His M A J E ST Y 



THE 



King of PRUSSIA. 



Sire, 

'^T^ H E Analogy between the 

-*^ Defign of this Woilc, 

^airid your Majefty^s Paternal 

Cs^e for your People, is fb 

A 2, great 



Dedication. 

great and fo manifeft, that 
every Reader muft immediately 
perceive your Majefty to have 
an exclufive Right and Title I 
to it. 

■ 

What your Majefty has 
recently undertaken and at- 
chieved, in regard to the Re- 
formation and Execution of 
the Laws in your extenfive 
DoAiinions, loudly proclaims 
to the World, that you have 
truly drawn from ^(t Source ^ 
iand are infpired by the 

Strength 



Dedication. 

Strength and ^t true Spirit oi 
Laws. 



Yqur Majefty has tufted 
the Plealure and underftood 
the Duty of making your Peo- 
ple happy, by Juftide and 
Equity, by Integrity of Heart 
and Re^fcitude of Mind, from 
whence flow Honefty in Com- 
merce and Plenty in a State: 
This is acknowledged by the 
whole World 5 and 'tis this 
that raifes your Majefty's hap- 

-^3 py 



DeMcdtim. 

py Reigffi to tfie hi^eft Pitch 
of Glory. 

But, more than this, your 
Majefty has tranfcended even 
Imagination itfelf t For aftej 
haying .chained Vi(9:ory to yovq 
StaiKjards hy "formidable Ar- 
mies^ and by a Condu(£l; peculiar 
to your Majefty alone, you could 
not be fatisfied with all that 
Honour and Glory, till you 
had encreafed its Splendor by 
the brighteft Beams of the Eter- 
nal Sun of Right eoufnefs. 



* Dedication. 

The Value of iuch an Ex- 
ample, .enhanced by being fo 
rare in fiiftory, and the Mode- 
ration with which your Majefty 
enjoys its divine Fruits, crowns 
the true Happiiieis bf yoiir Peo- 
ple, and at once attracts and fixes 
for ever the AdAii^*ationand Ap- 
plaufe of all the Earth. 

Were my Heart capable 
of containing the whole of that 
Admiration and Applaufe, it 
would be impoffible for me to 
be more penetrated than I am 
A 4 with 
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with luch Sentiments, or with 
that Refpeft, Veneration and 
Submiffion, with which I fhall 
ever remain, 

# • 

. Tour Majefty^s 
moft humbky 



rnoft obedient^ and 



moft faithful Servant ^ 



De Cataneo, 



THE 



Authors Advertifement 



TO THE 



R E A D E R. 



FOR an Italian to write mFrenchy 
I muft confefs, is too bold an 
IJndertaking ; but what is it that a 
Man will not attempt for the publick 
Good? The Language of France is 

tl^e 



X Advertifement .. 

the. nx>ft i^eval^ in Europe^ an^ 
withal the moft natural and free ; Cir^^ 
cumflances not a little to the Honourir 
of that learned and polite Nation. 



iFoji tWeiity^^YeiKpiftll Glaive in- 
deed carried on a literary Correfpon- 
dcnce in French^ autid ijiay; perhaps have 
tolerably well acquitted myfelf of it : 
But there is a wide Difference between 
W^itiiigprkate Leitersj and rpmppfing 
for the Prefs; and I muft either fub- 
mit to it, or not publifh this Work.l 
Bcsfides, die Audioes at wki6m moft pfl 
my Refle6tionsaie levelled, might never ^ 
come to the Knowledge of itunlcis by 
unfaithful Reports, had I continued to 
write in Italian^ as I have done on o* 

ther 



J 



td the Meaner. xi 

dier Subjeds alread)r publiflied j and i£ 
might even be deemed iriipertincnt, to 
attack them in a Language which, pof^ 
fibly, they do not tinderftand. 



It may probably be faid, of this 
Work, that it is faulty in the Stile, 
that the Language is not pure and 
elegant, nor the Orthography modern. 
1 fliall give up all this; and obferve 
only, that if I do not always exprefs 
Things lb well as it might be wiihed, 
'tis owing to my writing in a Lan- 
guage that is not natural to me. . 

But if thefe Excules fhould not 
be allowed, I Ihould neverthelefs be 
juftified by the great Defire I ought 



xii Advertifcment 

to have to fpeak to my King in a 
Language which he delights in, and 
is thoroughly Mafter of.: Neither can I 
labour without having his Royal Service 
and fupreme Approbation in View. 

I ALLOW before-hand all the Criti- 
cifms that may be made on the Turn 
of Phrafe, which muft needs fome-^ 
times lean towards the Italian^ as 
alio on the Stile, which is not uniform: 
throughout, ^d on fome Terms that 
may: be obfolete ; for living I^anguages 
are like the Men tlie Platmktans Ipeak 
of, idem &* alterum. In fhort, if I 
have explained myfelf fufficiently, it 
is as much as can be expeded from a 
Foreigner, " 

J-SHALI^ 



to the Reader. xiii 

I &HALL not, however, fliew the 
fame Unconcern about a Criticifin on 
ihy Sentiments ; and as I fhall endea- 
vour to profit by the Knowledge and 
Reflexions of fuch learned Men ai 
perfuade and convince, I fhall take no 
Notice of all thofe who, not know- 
ing how to explain themfelv^, im- 
pertinently knock one down with a 
Heap of pedantic Authorities and fri-r 
yolous Arguments, 

As the Merit of the Author of 77)& 
Spirit of Laws had long prepoflefled 
me in Favour of fome of his former 
Pieces, I immediately fct about can- 
vaiTmg that Work, dazzled with the 
Title and Defign of it. I found 

the 



the Entetprize magnificent, an4' wois~ 
thy cf 'the Author's great Genius ^^ 
Itabounds with ingenious Thought??/' 
learned Arguments, and noble SentiJ 
timents ; ; thou^ fometkne§ in fo l6n| 
^ Career, his Mind unbends, and flags-* 
and too oftpn he wants Courage tofhalq 
ofF a certain Yoke that cramps his Ideas^ 

. . ■, • .*; 

As I did not expe6t to fee him aiS 
the Part of a rigid Divine, I was the lefss 
ftartled at certain Propofitions, which*} 
have fhocked a fcrupulous Critic^ for| 
want of putting a right Conftrudio 
on the Author's Words and IntentionJ 
I fhould be very fbny to have doncv 
die fame in fome Remarks I have \ 
occafionaily made on certain Propofi- 



tions 



\ 

tipBK whic^L could j^trelifli, Bi;t I 
hppe i have^- in, thofe Remarks, pre-, 
feryed alj;die. Regard 4ue to aa Aii* 
tljor oriiis.dHlinguiflied Birth,, Raofc^ 
and Merit. 



As fcnr the reft, if we are npt 
agreed about the effential Article, Re- 
vealed Religion y to which I invic^ably 
adhere^ What matters it in thifrrCale ? 
Is it not lawful to reafon about Law, 
Politicks, Philofophy, and Morality 
alfo, -with Heathen Philofophersy Rab~ 
hinsy Mufti Sy Gymnofophijisy and all the 
Literati of China and jfapan f 

However, it would be intolerable 
Injuftice, to impute Irreligion to the 

Author 



xvi Adoertifement^ &c. 

Author of The Spirit of LiCewsy afi 
all that he himfelf has faid of it 
his Work, as well as in his prude 
Apology, which I ceafe not to a 
mire, on Account of the incomp 
rable Tranquillity he therein manifei 
Surely a Man muft be very certa 
of what he is about, to fight th 
coolly and deliberately. 

So much by way of Preface. 
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PARTI. 

CHAP. I. 

[HERE is nothing niore evident, 
than that human Nature, from 
its earlieft Exiftence, is,cndowe4 
with certain Difpofitions and In- 
clinations, which gradually dif- 
clofe themfclves in Proportion as the Machine 
of the human Body acquires a proper Con* 
iiftence. Hence it is, that the Spirit and the 

; B Idea 
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Idea of the Machinift cannot be manifefted^ 
but by Degrees, as the Parts of tbe Machin^ 
formed by him grow perfedt and fall into th^ 
Order and Connedlion he intended 3 althouglt 
the fpiritual Idea and the Dcfign precede the 
Conftrudion of the Work, which depends 
thereon, whilft the Execution and the EfFe<3:j 
reciprocally depend on the-pcrfedlOfjgani^^on 
of the Body. 

The Senfations I am fpeaking of, whcthei 
we call them innate Ideas, i»the Stile of th( 

'Platonijls, or ^^I^eas acquired by Educatidfi 
according to the Phrafe of the Partifans 
Locke^ ' (for it is. only a Difpute about Wordt^ 
are not lefs fcnfible and natural in all rightly 
organized Men, from the Moment they be-* 
come capable of refleding on their natural 
Bent. All the Argunients made ufe of by 
Locke, in his firft Book on the Human Under^ 

Jlanding, are levelled only at a Phantom, which 

'PZ^/(? probably .never dreamed of, as it i^ 
diametrically oppofite to his Syftem of th^ 

' Pre-exifteilce of hiiman' Souls. - A philofot 
pher that built on that Foundation, and pei^ 
haps on theP^'/i6^^(?r^^;rMetempfychofisi w^ 
not out in iairerting, ' that' the Knowled^ 
which 'Souls feem to acquire in nheh^ mortA 

Bodies! 
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Bodies, was nothing elfe but a Reminifcencc 
©f the Knowledge of former Things which 
they muft needs have previoufly acquired. 
Mr. Locke ought to have proved^ that Plato 
piaintained, that originally, and from the 
Moment of their beginning to exift, all hu- 
man Souls were endowed with thofe Ideas, 
which we call innate^ only with refped: to the 
Application and reiterated Junftion which the 
Author of Nature makes of Souls to Bodies 
by material Generation. > 

Possibly he might have argued more con-, 
fequentially, had he attacked the Pre-exiftcnce 
of Souls and the Metempfychofis, or elfe the 
Contradiftions of certain Schools, where they 
connedt the innate Ideas with the Dodtrine of 
jirijiotle : It was on thefe Heads he might 
have difplayed the Strength of his fuperior 
Getiius, which has made fo brilliant a Figure 
in England, where fome have imagined that 
his Way of Thinking and his Principles, 
which have a direft Tendency to Materialifm, 
would ferve to overturn and deftroy all the 
fpiritual Ideas the World has entertained in all 
Ages. However, Mr. Locke fufficic^ntly dif- 
covered that this was not his Intention, though 
the EfFe<3; did net ill tally with it j and he 
^ - B 2 openly, 
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openly, and perhaps very fincerely, protefted 
againft all the pernicious Confequences that 
have been arbitrarily deduced from his Princi- 
ples. His admired EJfay on the human Under-- 
Jianding is indifputably the weakeft of all his 
Works s its Credit is much declined among 
the Learned, and feems only to be kept up by 
the great Reputation Mr. Locke acquired by 
his other very judicious Works, with which 
he has honoured and inriched our Age. 

The Pre-exiftence of Souls, and the Me- 
tempfychofis, are Sjrftems that have always 
found Entertainment among Mankind, and 
will perpetually haunt us, in fpite of all En- 
deavours to difperfe them, unlefs a fuperior 
Authority and a celeftial Light blot out the very 
Ideas and Remembrance of them. ^t.Augtiftin^ 
though a good Chriftian and a good Philofo- 
pher, does not feem to have acknowledged 
that Authority nor that commanding Light in 
regard to fuch Queftions. 

He durft not take upon him to decide in 
thefe Matters ; and every fober Man will al- 
ways acknowledge, that fuch Queftions are 
out of the Sphere of human Adlion 5 and that 
whether we admit or rejeft them, it is but 

beating 
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beating the Air. Thus much is evident, that 
neither of them are neceflary towards eftablifh- 
ing Piety, Jufticc and Temperance, the only 
Virtues that can make us happy. ThofeMea 
who contend for nothing but Licentioufnefs, 
fpced no better with the Pre-exiftencc of 
Souls and their Mctempfychofis, than with the 
Syftem generally adopted by Schoolmen : And 
•accordingly, of late years, they have fallen 
into Pneumacyy and with the utmoftObftinacy 
have intrenched themfelves behind the defpe- 
rate Syftem oi Automacy zxid, pure Machinifm. 

M. de la Mettrie has given full Swing to 
his Imagination, in the .two Books of which 
he is unfortunately the Author, in order totally 
to machinalize the human Mind, on the Traces 
of the famous Des Cartes^ who quite mate- 
rialized the fenfitive Faculties or Souls of 
Beafts. His Man a Machine contains Abfur- 
dities and Paralogifms, which he himfclF 
would not difown ; for notwithftanding all 
his Prejudices, he does not wint Senfe nor 
Sincerity. His ReJleSlions on Seneca'j happy 
Life^ are nothing but the Confequences of hia 
firft Book, which at Paris was ordered to be 
burnt, as well as certain Works of the fame 
Kind that have . appeared of late Years. 

B 3 Freel- 
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Freedom of Thinking, and propagating the 
moft extraordinary Opinions and Notions, in 
order to attack Mankind in the moft fenfible 
arid honourable Parts, muft needs rouze up the 
Faculties of all thofe who are not fo coward- 
ly as to fufFer thcmfelves to be reduced to a 
Level with Brutes, and deprived of the joyful 
Hope of a happy Eternity, A Man muft be a 
Traitor, to remain an indifferent Speftator of 
Attempts which fhake the.facred Bafi$ of 
Thrones, dry up the Source^ deftroy the 
Srengthy and materialize the Spirit of Laws ; 
and which, if they could once prevail in the 
World, would fuddenly unhinge and over- 
throw human Society. 



CHAP. IL 

THERE needs no great Eflforts to demor 
lifti the Syftem of M. de la Mettrie^ 
which belongs to him by no better Right and 
Title than his Boldnefs to publiih it, and by 
the Ornaments with which he has endeavour- 
ed to fill up its Emptinefs and cover its Weak- 
nefs : Its horrid Afped:, difcoverable at the 
firft View, is alone fufHcient to ftartle the moft 

^ in- 
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indiiFei;ent Reader. Who can^ without fhud- 
dering, conclude with that Author, that a 
NerOy . a Caligula,^ a Domrtian, a CommoduSy are 
neither better nor worfe than a 37///^, a Trajan^ 
a Marcus Aurelius ; fince each of them was no 
more' than a Machine put together exprefsly to 
do what he did, without being able to dp 
otherwife ?' The delightful Gardens of Ver- 
faUles arp no vnoyc ^nfwerable for tl^e Pleafure 
they give Mankind, than the Wheels an.d Gib- 
bets in the Place, de Greve at Paris for the 
Torments they inflldt onMalefadors. The, 
more the firft Tyrants fignalized themfelves by 
their Cruelties and deteftable Diffolutenefs, fo. 
much the more worthy they are of general 
Applaufe,, as having better anfwpred the End 
and Defign of their Mechanifm. . The greater ; 
Reftraint the other Emperors laid on their par- 
ticular . Paffions, and the more thpy devpted 
themfelves to the piiblick Good, 'the lefs Free- 
dom of ' Aftion, they allowed their Machine, 
arid therefore deferve the Contempt and Hatred 
of Men wound up 'to the Tone of M. de la 
Mettrte. Is not this fufEcient to fbew , how 

abominably his Syfteoii is ? 

■■■.'**■ ' ♦ . 

Is it not mocking Mankind, to niix with all 
thefe vile Drugs a Dofe of focial Virtiic, in 

B 4 ^ order 
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order to make the deadly Poifon go down ? 
Without growing grey in Philofophy, a Man 
may eafiiy conceive, that if all the particular 
Machines are mounted and fet relatively to 
each other, in order to form a complete 
Whole, that is to fay, a general Machine, 
of which every Individual is but a Member 
and a Part ; this muft needs totally overthrow 
the whole Syftem. Each Part ought necefla- 
rily to have a Connedtion with the contiguous 
ones, as well as an efTential Relation with all 
the Parts, and with the univerfal Form, 
which fets every one in its Place, and puts the 
main Spring in Afltion, from whence Motion 
and.Direftion are inceiSTantly and reciprocally 
communicated. And then each Machine is 
no longer fet in Motion' for itfelf, but for all 
the reft put together, which compofe the total 
Form, and which immediately manifeft a 
Defign and a fuperior Law, to which the 
whole Machine is to correfpond and obey, in 
order to preferve itfelf, apd produce its EffcA^ 
by an admirable Harmony. Without this it 
would deftroy itfelf 5 and each Part that did 
not exaftly correfpond therewith, would 
difturb and ftop the Motion that inclines 
all th$ Parts to perform their Fundion and 
Miniftry y- and thu? it would prove de- 

feftivc 
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feiftive in regard to Individuals and ta the 
Whole. 

The more perfedl the Invention of the Ma- 
chine is, the fewer ufelefs Parts it ought to 
contain, and not one ufelefs Part without fuch 
a Neceffity and fuch an Adivity as may at the 
fame Time render it fufficient to itfelf and to 
the Whole. But this Sufficiency is to be taken 
cnly in common, and underftpod of the Re- 
adlion of all the Parts, even the remoteft 
Members; none being fingly fufficient for 
itfelf, but only by the Concurrence and the 
Influence of the others, as we fo plainly fee it 
in the human Body and in Society. 

Therefore we cannot fufficiently wonder, 
that a modem Phyfician, who cannot reafon 
about the human Body on any other Princi- 
ples than thefe, fhould be ignorant of them, 
or depart from them all on a fudden, even 
whilft he will acknowledge nothing elfe but ' 
Body in Man. Perhaps M. de la Mettrie 
was not infenfible, that in acknowledging an 
Idea, a Defign, and a general Law for the 
whole Machine, it would imppfe on all the 
Parts it confifts of, and to each of them in 
particular, an Office and an indifpenfible Duty, 

the 
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the Negled: of which would be imputed as 
a Crime. It behoved him to beware of ever 
fuppofing, that any Part might (bmetimes a^ 
in a manner repugnant to the general Objedt 
of the whole Machine, and employ all the 
Force and Aftivity it receives therefrom, to- 
wards overturning the Order whereby it fub- 
fiftsj^ and deftroying itfelf along with the 
Whole. 

Neither could he be ignorant, that this 
general Law, no more than the Defign and 
the admirable Projedion of the vaft Machine 
of the Uhiverfe, cannot be the Machine itfelf, 
which always remains fuch as it is: That, 
without falling into a Contradi(nion, we could 
not help acknowledging it to be anterior a«d 
of a. Nature quite different from the corporal 
and machinal one, which conftantly obeys : 
That this Law, by a neceffary Superiority, has 
no lefs Influence over the whole Machine than 
in the Government of each of the finalleft 
Parts it cpnfifts o£ All this is fully demon- 
ftrated by every Machine in the World ; and 
we muft even renounce all mathematical and 
phyfical Principles, before we can imagine 
one univerfal Machine compofed of an 
infinite Number, all equally free, inde- 

V pendent 
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pendent and detached. But if we attribute to\ 
them any Harmony, any Cpnfteftiqni wq, 
muft of Courfe allow thcna to be dependent,, 
and under a general Law, which impbfes a 
Duty on them that cannot be neglefted with-, 
out Guilt and inevitable Damage to them- 
felves. In fine, could that ingenious Author 
be ignorant, that if the whole univerfal Ma- 
chine is nothing elfe but the bare Aflcmbkge 
of all the particular ones, there can^ ^^ 
^^ no anterior Defign in it, nor any Law imppfed- 
^ on the Parts, to affemble and place them, and' 
^^ keep them in their refpedtive Ppfitions, and 
^» make them ad in Concert? 

'^ A Syftem, fo extraordinary, and fo bard to 
'^ be maintained, as that of M. Je la Mettrie^ 
^^ fufficiently . deftroy s itfelf, without our taking : 
the Trouble to qombat ;»nd overthrow it* It, 
^' would be an AiFront to Mankind, to fuppofe 
^' them capable of adopting it in any Shape, 
^ But if by Chance any one fhould dare to takb; 
up with it, it would only furnifli us with a- 
new Argument to demplifh it.: For, would] 
not fo manifeft an Oppofition to common . 
Senfe, and tp theTeftimony of the moft illuiiri- 
ous and renowned Philofophers and Literati 
in all Ages and Nations, plainly demonflrate, 

that 
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diat Man therefore is not a meer Machine in 
regard to his Underftanding, as he is with 
refped to his Body ? 



CHAP. IIL 

EVERY one allows the Uniformity of the 
Strudhire of the human Body, in all 
Individuals that are not monftrous : This is the 
Bafis of Phyfic, agreeably to the fenfible 
Teftimony of Surgery and Anatomy. And 
accordingly, every Perfon of common Senfe 
perceives the Equality of the organical Mo- 
tions, Senfations and Operations of the Body, 
as well in the whole Mafs of Mankind as in 
the Individuals. Herein is Mechanifm vifibly 
difplayed. But, at the fame Time, how fhall 
we reconcile this Uniformity of the Body's 
internal and external Strudlure, and this fenfi- 
ble Mechanifm, with the infinite Variety 
which we fee in every Thing appertaining to 
human Reafon, and which we cannot obferve 
among the Brutes that enjoy their natural Li-? 
berty in the Fields and Woods ? AH is fixed 
and invariable among fuch Beafls as are not 
crampt or confined by Men ; Every thing is 

equal 
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equal and uniform in each Species; no different 
Taftes, no Choice, no particular Regards in 
their Wants and in all that Nature requires 
from them:. They all walk, run, leap, and 
exprefs themfelves in the fame Manner j they 
have always the fame Food and the. fame 
Drink j they take no Thought about guarding 
againft Dangers, or preventing the Damage 
that may happen to them ; no Conveniencies, 
no Laws, no natural Dependence are feen 
among them. This is fuch a Mechanifm as is 
not to be paralleled among Men, no, not even' 
among the moft barbarous of the human 
Race. 

Nothing is more frequent than to fee the 
animal Man and the fpiritual Man, the vicious 
and the virtuousMan, ib ftronglycharad^;erized, 
that one cannot long miftake them: And, 
which is ftill more extraordinary, andabfolute- 
ly incompatible with Mechanifm, we often 
fee the fame Individual running from one Ex- 
treme into another, and appearing a Contraft 
to himfelf. Why does not the Machine of 
the human Body change its Figure, as the 
human Mind changes its way of Reafoning, 
its Inclinations, and its Form ? How is it that 
a living Man cannot long abftain from Food 

without 
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without dyiAg ? Why is it fometimeaalmoft 
impoffible for him to forbear laughing, weep- 
ing, fweating, and many other natural Anions 
confequent of the .Mechanifm of liie human 
Bo'dy ? On the contrary, nothing is more fre- 
quent than to hear a Man ^ f eafon amifs, to 
fee him perpetually changing his Taftes and 
Inclinations, and moft tenacious of thofe that 
appear the moft unnatural. Is it fo great a 
Rarity to fee the fame Man becoine reafonable 
and unreafonable, learned or ign'brant, pulila- 
nimous or magnanimous, wife or fc)oli{h, mo- 
deft or impudent, gentle or brutifti ? Could 
a Candle give Light in the Night, and fpread 
Darknefs in the Day-time ? Or could one fail 
in a. Windmill to the Indies'? 

^ To take Shelter under Delirium, and Mad- 
; nefs, which fome hatre endeavoured to account 
for on mechanical Principles, would be but a 
very filly way of cavilling about this Point 
All Men a^ree that thefc are Diftempers, oc- 
cafiofned by k real Diforder in the Organs ; 
which does not in the leaft make for the Pur- 
pofe erf thofe pretended Free-thinkers, who 
labour under the fame mad Fits when they 
pretend to reafon as juftly as if in perfed 
Health. Let us then agree with them, that 

their 
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their SyftenibF the human Machine is a real 
Diforder of the Mind and of the Brain, which 
muft be treated and cured as a Delirium or 
Macfnefs. 

Yet the principal Article ftiU fubfifts j fince 
there is nothing more evident, than that any 
Diforder in the Ma^chine very frequently inter- 
rupts or deliroys the Objed and the Aftions 
that are proper for it, and confequently does 
^riot then anfwer the immaterial Defign of him 
who invented and coriftruded it. A Man 
that reafons wrong too plainly difcovers that 
he is bef^de himfelf, and that if we would 
reafon 'well, we inuft do quite the contrary : 
It is almoft impoflible tut that he himfelf will 
fometimes confefs it, when he finds himfelf 
borne down by the Verdi<ft of all his Acquain- 
tiance; arid hence it is that we fee certain 
wretched Reafoners always endeavour to herd 
with none biit ^their Equals, that they may 
never be forced to acknowledge the Diforder 
in their Brain. 

f ■ - ' ' '.*■■■ 

To fuch Men the Bulk of human Society 
is an intoleratbfe Burthen ; An AiTembly of 
Perfons who re'dfon on Principle, and form juft 
Cohclufions, is 'to them like a Field covered 

with 
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with Thorns and Thiftks : They never can 
get clear of it without leaving behind fbme 
Pieces of their tattered Garments, or dif^ 
fembling moft of their real Sentiments, left 
they fliould fet all the Company, and human 
Nature itfelf, againft them. For, could there 
be any among fuch Men, who iincerely per- 
ceiving the Charms of a Virtue that is trouble- 
fome to them, would be damped by the Hor- 
rors of a Vice that flatters their Paffions? 
They lie moft egregioufly when they aflert 
the contrary. The Authors of the Pai/e of 
the Beesy of Manner s^ and of Seneca's perfeB 
Happinefs, alone fay more than enough to 
prove my Propofition: Neverthelcfs, I will 
not decline entering into the foUowmg brief 
Difcuffion. 



C H A P IV- 

t^XJOD fibi non vis alteri ne feceris^ & 
^^^^^quod tibi vis alteri feceris^ is the grand 
Principle on which all civil Societies, aU the 
Laws, Juftice, Equity, and Jurifprudence are 
founded. We likewife acknowledge a fupreme 
Authority giving us this Rule, Jll Tbingi 

what- 
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"wbatfoever ye nvould that Men JhouU do to you^ 
do ye even fo to them. No Man was ever yet 
bold €«iqugh to deny this general principle : ; 
The moft deteftable Writers in all Ages have 
acqiiiefeed in it, and do ftill allow it to be 
tJ^ folc Foundation j' the indiflbluble Band of 
Society. , The famous Mr. Baykj in his Comety 
lays down this fingle Principle as an undeniable 
one, and as good as an . Axiom, which in 
EfFedt it is. But then he applies it in the moft 
extraordinary Manner that could have been 
imagined, pretending to prove, that Atheifts 
might forpi a perfedt Society, Herein he is 
blindly followed ^ by all the pretended Free- 
thinkers, who lay the greateft Strefs upon it, 
in order to impugn the Neceffity of Revealed 
Religion, and to leffen our natural Abhorrence 
of irreligious People* 

But what I find very difficult to conceive, 
is, that Puffendorffy Cumberlandy Gravina, and 
others, who are reckoned firft-rate Civilians, 
Ihould have fufFered themfelves to be impofcd 
on in this important Article, and not have en- 
deavoured to clear it from the Obfcurity in 
which it is involved. Being eager to (hake off 
a pertain Yoke, about which they puzzled 

C and 
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and perplexed themfelves without fufficii^nt 
CaufC) they laid (andy Foundations $ and hence 
it is that their Syflems, though formed with 
admirable Art, and fupported by good Argu- 
ments, are lame in the mam, and bend like 
Reeds to every Wind. Thus young TCelema^ 
cbus fometimcs thought Mentor was trouble- 
fome to him : Nay, he even wifhed to be rid 
of his Company, though at laft he was in- 
debted to,him for his happy Deliverance from 
the Slavery of the infidious Calypfo. 

Could any thing be imagined more weak 
and tottering than the Law of Nations, which 
thofe Gentlemen have explained, and which 
they give out, as grounded on the Confent of 
civilized Nations ? Good God ! Where and 
when did tliis Confent take Place ? What Wri- 
ter has made any Mention of it in antient 
Hiftory ? By what Means did it obtain in fub- 
fequent Ages ? Why do they fcem to include 
the Barbarians in it ; for even from thefe they 
deduce the moft ftriking Examples, and the 
ftrongeft and moft evident Documents, in or- 
der to recommend and enforce it? Neither 
has the ingenious Author of 7^^ Spirit of Law 
dared to ftep out of this Carreer, though fudh 

a Law 
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a Law of Nations is tncombinable with his 
pretended Dependence of the Laws on the 
CKmate and the Nature of the Country. Yet 
Murder, Adukery, Theft, Fraud, Violence 
tnd Irreligion, are not the lefs profcribed in 
all Places, Climates and Countrks, wher^ 
there is a human Society. 

All thofe grave Authprs have been afraid 
to confefs, that all Mankind, originally, formed 
but one Family> and deicended from one 
Couple ; for, fay they, this is mentioned only 
in one fingle Hiftory, which lays Claim to a 
fupreme and divine Authority. However, 
that Hiftory is the true and only Source, from 
whence, vnth the fulleil Evidence, flows the 
I-raw of Nations, which every Man is obliged 
to acknowledge, and fubmit to it the Moment 
he is ienfible that he lives in Socie^. Neither 
Greek nor Barbarian can difpenfe with it, nor 
call it in Queftion, without having Recourfc 
to a Confent which never cxifted but in Ima- 
ginatbn. But fo eflential a Fadt bemg once 
laid down and acknowledged, we im- 
mediately conceive that other Confequences 
are deducible from it, which clafli with 
that interior Licen?;ioufnefs which the 

C a * Literati 
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Literati of the Age are very loth to for- 
iake. 

And accordingly we have (ecn of late 
Years the World over-run with wretched 
Books and Pamphlets, which, without the 
leaft Regard fpr the illuftrious Names of 
thofe refpedlable Authors, vigoroufly attack 
them on their own Principles, and with fo 
great an Appearance of Reafon, that abun- 
dance of Ideots have fufFered themfelves to be 
feduced, becaufe they acknowledge no other 
Authority but the human Mind, which is ever 
liable to go aftray. On the fame Principle we 
fee the Policy of Cabinets boldly taking the 
Machiavelian Turn, and never fcrupling to 
violate and fubvert the moft formal Precepts 
of all thofe Oracles of Jurifprudence. It is 
faid, that the Oracle at Delpbos never gave any 
Anfwers but what were fufceptible of ambi- 
guous, and oftentimes contradidlory, Scnfes, in 
order to preferve the Credit of Apollo. May 
not this be the Cafe at prefent with the Puf- 
fendorffsy Cumberlandsy Gravinas and MonteJ- 
quious ? At leaft it is evident, that in many 
Inftances they did not reafon logically, or 
were hindered by certain Confiderations from 

doing 
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doing it, as any Man of Penetration may 
cafily difcern, if he perufes their Works with 
a critical Eye. 

It feems impoffible that the Obfervations 
in, the following Chapter fhould not have oc- 
curred to the above-mentioned learned and 
judicious Authors : But as fuch Obfervations 
would have led them diredlly to the Neceflity 
of Revelation, the Confequences of which 
they dreaded, they durft not dive farther inta 
the Matter, 'in order to inveftigate the true 
Bafis of Society, nor difperfe at the fame time 
all the Clouds and Mifts that intercepted the 
Sight of the eternal Sun of Righteoufnefs. 

CHAP. V. 

THE Axiom mentioned in the laft Chap- 
ter, ^od tibi non vis alteri nefeceris*^ 
, & quod tibi vis alteri feceris^ well defer ves the 
following Confiderations. 

By this Axiom eyery Man is taught to deal 
by others as he would be dealt with ^ finceit 
is by what himfelf wills or wills not, that he 
muft judge of what will pleafe or difplcafe 

C 3 otherS:^ 
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others, in order to deal with them according- 
ly. Nothing is more politive ; quod tibi vis^ 
or elfe, quod tibi non wV. Self-Love ought to 
be faUy iktisfied with fuch an Axiom. How- 
ever* nothing is more equitable than this 
Axiom ; but) at the fame Time, nothing is 
more dangerpus, if left without a Tutor in 
the Hands of every Individual, to be ufed at 
Difcretion : It muft be regulated, otherwiie 
nothing can be more pernicious to human 
Society. 

■ ♦ ■ 
The great Variety and even ContradiAion 

in the Laws of the feveral Nations in the 

World, and efpecially of the Countries leaft 

known, which M. dt Montefquiou fpeaks of, 

almoft fecure from the Objeaions that might 

be made to him about the Laws of the Greeb 

and Rpmamy and their Succeflbrs, fufficiently 

proves, that what pleafea fome muft frequently 

be di&greeable to others 5 and that it woul^ 

be a great Abufe of the Axiom in Society, to 

follow it crudely, juft as it is propounded. 

Indeed, all that he advances on this Head is 

very uncertain ; but fuppofing only half of it 

to be true, it would be more than is wanted 

to prove, that what fuits fome^ would not be 

reliflied 
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reliflicd by other«, nay, might perhaps be 
very ihocking to them. 

Let us defcend to P(trti6ulars, in order to 
fct this important Truth in a ftrongcr Lights 
Not to mention Oiildren, who deGght in 
Dolls and fuch Trifles as are naufcous to 
grown Men, it is evident that every Man» 
whilft in his Youth, would greatly wrong 
others of riper Years, if he treated them in 
the fame Way that is pleafing to himfelf. A 
ferious Man of Bufinefs would be exceflively 
tired with a contmual Round .of Pleafures and 
Diveriions, which he could not tafte 5 this 
would deftroy his Health, and, after ruining 
his Affairs, would make Life a Burthen to 
him. In like Manner this Man of Buflnefi 
would be much miilaken in pretending, that 
young Men ihould frame their Conduct ac« 
cording to his Pleafure and Directions: In 
vain would he urge the Axiom, ^od ttii vis 
alteri feceris I I like (might he fay) to live 
in this Manner, and that is a fufficient Warrant 
for me to pretend that all others ihould do 
the fame. They would laugh ac him and his 
A^om, and very juftly too. 

C 4 D0N*T 
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Don't objedl to me, tbat this Diverfity 

regards only the Profeffion or Way of Life, 
and has nothing to do with Manners, Virtues 
and Vices ; for, in fpight of all cavilling 
Diftinftions, it is almoft the fame Thing. A 
Man that does not love his Wife, and longs 
fori another Man's, 'would be very glad of an 
Exchange, though it would be a double Adul- 
tery: Arid that other Man, who loves his 
Wife, tho' perhaps infufficient for her, would 
abhor fuch a Propofal. How then fhall we 
make thofe: two Members of Society agree ? 
Each of them pleads the Right derived from 
the Axiom in queftion. We have abundance 
of Inftances of Men drove to Extremities by 
adverfe Fortune, and blinded by Rage . and 
Defpair, who finding Life a Burthen, get rid 
of it according to the Mode of England. But 
if they contributed to the Death of other Men, 
would their Will and Pleafure be a good Plea 
for it ? Is there any thing more conamon than 
to find Perfons, who greatly delight in De- 
traftion, and freely confent that the fame Li- 
berties be taken with themfelves ? Are they 
thereby juftified?. By no Means. And yet, 
don't all fuch People as I have been mention- 
ing^ 
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ing, do to others what they like^ould.bo 
done to themfelves ? 

Let us follow Is/i. de Montefquiou a little 
farther. His cafy, lively and natural StUc, 
like a Torrent of Milk mixed with excellent 
Ghttmpaign, . carries me away, even when I 
cannot be of his Opinion. The grand Prin- 
ciple, fays he, that afts in RepublicSy is /^/r- 
tue i under Monarchy y 'tis the Point of. Hot 
mur-y and that of Defpotifm is Force: Nay, 
he thinks. Virtue almoft incompatible withMo- 
narchy, and Honour not lefs fo with Defpotifm. 
This is very ingenious, though there. is, little 
or no Solidity in it. But allowing it for a 
A/foment to that adniirable Author,* the^Axiom 
in queftion would greatly perplex Mankind 
under thofe three different Forms of Govern- 
ment. The Royalifts would think themfelves 
authorized to require the Republicans to deal 
with them by the Rules of Honour ; and the 
latter, would not fail to anfwer, that their 
Point of Honour is. a meer Phantom, which 
in vain they endeavour to realize 5 that there 
is nothing folid but Virtue. Defpotifm would 
laugh at both* Where then would be the 
y^^ of the Axioms ^nd how would ^ny 

9ne 
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QDe dare to maintain^ that, ^pnd tibi vis aU 
ten fecerisy is the Foundatioii and the Band 
of Society ? Would it not rather be the re- 
verfe ? All theFanlts charged to the Apcount of 
Self-Love^ among ^inkind, and which are 
looked upon as the Source of all theMif«- 
fortunes and Evils in the World, would tfa^ 
not rather fit the Axiom abovc-mentionedi 
were it taken quite crude, prmt verba finant f 
Yet nothing is more true, nothing more folid 
and evident than this Axiom^ provided it be 
regulated and juftly limited. But whofe Pro« 
vince fhaU it be to make the Rules andfet the 
Limits ? 



CHAP. VL 

BY what Law (hould aMan be obliged to do 
that to others which he would have them* 
do to himfelf ? Who has impofed fuch a Law ? 
Who upholds it, and who is it that avenges 
the Violation of it? I don't fuppofe it will be 
faid, that this Law was impofed by the Concur^ 
rence and Combination of all the Parts ; for 
then it would immediately be afked^, By what 

Hand 
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Hand are all the Parts impelled and difpofed to 
concur and combine together, in that fingular 
Manner which conftitutes die Whole ? Let 
the Difpofition be made in any other Manner, 
and then it will not be the fame Machine j 
the AdJon and the Gbje& can no longer fub-« 
M. There is no Mathematician, nor fober 
Head, but vnU be forced to confefs, that it^ 
is the Defign, the Idea of the ' Machinift, 
which impofes an abfolute Law on his Work, 
and on all the Parts of it ; provided he has a 
due Regard to the Matter he chufes for the 
Conftrudion. It wduld be a great Overiight 
to make the Wheels of a Clock of Wax or 
Chalk I they muft be of Metal, or at leafl 
very hard Wood. In vain Men feek the per- 
petual Motion : It cannot fubfift, for want of 
Materials that will not wear out and perifh at 
laft. 

, Any Man that did not go upon fuch a Prin- 
ciple, in conftrufting a Machine, or reafon- 
ing about it, would be fcnt to Bedlam j though 
they calmly liften to thofe who depart from 
it in fpeaking of the Univerfe and human 
Society. The Author of Men, when he in- 
tended td make them, coukl alone impofe the 

Duty, 
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Duty, that every one fliould tr^at others as he 
would be treated himfelf; for this jyas fuitable 
and neceflary to Mankind, in order to fomi 
Society, on which their Well-being chiefly 
depends. 'Tis by this that the Spring com- 
piunicates. to all. the different Parts the Motion 
and the neceifary Reftraint for the Aftion of 
the whole Machine, Each Part, in receiving 
the Impulfe, muft alCo communicate it, and 
overcon>e the Pegree of Reiiftance. natural to 
Bodies; And this is manifefted by the Fridlion 
of the Parts, which thereby reciprocally wear 
out one another, and weaken themfclves by 
Degrees j fo that becoming quite ufelefs, they 
piuft be replaced by others, or elfe melted 
down and cail afreih> in order to keep the 
Machine together, 

Why then, you'll fay, fliould there be fucb 
a Fridkion, whofe Confequences are fo de- 
ftrud^ive ? Why w?^s not fomething dfe made 
Choice of, not liable to that Fridion ? Jt is 
becaufe there never was, nor never will be, 
fuch a Thing in Nature, as corporeal Matter 
without Motion or Fri<^ion 5 for as to fpiritual 
Machines, they are only made in the Imagi- 
nation, ^ni by (uppofjin^ Bodies to form 

them^ 
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them. Motion cantlot be communicated but 
by Contact; aiid this Contad is made by the 
Adhefion oif the Superficies of the two ad- 
joining Bodiesy which not remaining quiefcent^ 
but proceeding direftly to Motion, fome hap- 
pen to be carried away or overcome by others : 
Wherefdre, Fridion wears out and confumcs 
alike the Strong and the Weak, mor? or lefs, 
according to the Refiftahce or Velocity. 

But you'll perhaps fay, Why fhould a Body 
have Particles that may be taken from it by 
Friftion ? I anfwer. Were it not for this, no- 
thing could ever have been made of it. With- 
out this Divifibility, cotild 'Wheels, Bolts, 
Barrels, Screws, and fuch like Inftruments, be 
made ? Every Thing that is formed, is made 
only through this pretended Defed: in corporeal 
Matter. And is it not better that a Body fhould 
wear out and confume, provided fomething be 
made of it, than to make nothing at all of it, 
and that it fhould never wear nor decay ? 

This ought to make us thoroughly fenfible 
of the indifpenfable Neceffity of doing to 
others what we like they fhould do to us, in 
order to communicate reciprocally the Motion 

and 
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and the Reftraint reqaifiie fer the Suhfifience 



af luiitiaii Society, whatievcr k majr in Ap- 
pearaocr coft the Parts; fioocit is hereby 
thai they receive as much as they ^nre, and 
cannot otherwiie have any Adivity. What 
End would it anfwcr, to have moticMileis and 
immatable Beings ? It moft be oonfefled, that 
it is better to have Pain and Pleafure fooceffive- 
ly, than to be, like Marble Blocks, iMnw: 
fuTceptible of either. 

You would have die Motion communicated 
without Fridion, and fo you fall into a Coo* 
tradition : It is a wild Ima^nation, and a 
Wifh equally impoffible and unreafonable. A 
Body tint (bould rob all the others of dietr 
Partkles, without lofing any of its own, is sm 
Abfurdity that deferves no Notice. Would 
not fiich a Wifh be repugnant to the very 
Nature of Bodies ? Every Thing that is a Body, 
muft have the fame Corporeity and the fame 
Nature; for, What would that Body be which 
wanted it ? The Extravagance of fuch a Chi- 
mera is evident to every Child, and cannot 
even efcape the Penetration of an old Dotard. 
You need only propofe to him, to be himfelf 
the weak Body that always decays^ while the 

other 
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other remains ever iamiutable : He will pofe. 
you at once by (»ly aiking yo», to what 
Purpofe? 

C H A P. VII. 

MANY other Confiderations might be 
offered, to prove that this Equality ia 
neceflary and indifpenfable ; but as I amfpeak- 
iog here to none but fenfible Perfons, I doubt 
not but they readily perceive all the reft: How* 
ever, I cannot forbear making a very ejQential 
Remark ; and that is, that the fame Partides^ 
which decay and periih, by the CcHitad and 
Fridtion indifpenfable in Bodies, might indeed 
be reftored gradually as they are loft and vanifhi 
if the Bodies reciprocally returned them at the 
fame Time that they take them , from each 
other : In fuch a Cafe the Machine would ftiU 
fubiift in a perfed Totality : And this, doubt- 
Icfsjj is what fhould happen in human Society, 
by the perfeft Performance of the Duty of 
dealing by others as we would have them deal 
with us. But, to this End, Nature fhould 
be every where equally perfcd ; the magnetic 

Force 
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Force muft be equally diftributed and ani- 
mated ; and that there be not the Icaft corrupt 
Part, whofe Poifon is communicable, and its 
Corruption contagious : No Part muft fail in 
Point of Contact, nor redouble its Shock out 
of Time and Meafure. 

This is what can never happen but by 
long Experience, and the Hazard of all Soi« 
of Dangers, fit to inftru6t Individuals end©v\^d 
with Difcernment, and whofe Fund of natural 
Adlivity is capable of a proper Recruit or Re- 
novation. In vain may we preach to Men 
and convince them by the ftrongeft Reafons; 
nothing but formal Experience, aided by Rc- 
fledlion, can teach us to like to be treated ra- 
tionally, as we ought to be, and not caprici- 
oufly J and then to treat others on the fame 
Footing. But to learn every thing by Expe- 
rience, is hazarding too much, as we very well 
perceive by the Misfortunes we bring upon 
ourfelves whenever we attempt to fhake off 
the Yoke of preceptive Law.' Tis neither 
through Fraud nor by Chance that the World 
has fubmitted to that Yoke in all Ages, and 
does ftill very willingly fubmit to it: It is 
becaufc Mankind eafily apprehend, that in 

order 
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or^cr to enjoy the Pleafures which human 
Nature isfufceptiblcof,and to avoid the greateft 
Sorrows and Evils as much as poffible, there 
muft be fuch a Law as either prevents or cor- 
rects pernicious Experiments. 

Whatever Talents a new Machinift may 
have, he will always run infinite Rifques, and 
find it very hard to extricate himfelf out of a 
thoufand Difficulties occurring in the Con- 
ftrudtion of his Machine, if he has not Re- 
courfe to the Laws of Mechanics,* which are 
derived to him by Tradition. Though his 
Predeceffors may have le'arned and propound- 
ed them only by the different Experiments 
they were forced to make, all thofe that come 
after them cannot do without' thofe Laws, 
either to ihorten the Work, or to avoid the 
great Number of Cafualties they would other- 
wife ^^leij liable to. Therefore every Man of 
Sei^ iMft needs be very glad that Rules are 
pfopofed, and Laws impofed on him, tp fift 
the Multitude of-Defires arifing in his Heart, 
and to help him to accomplilli fuch Wifhes as 
are moft fuitablc and proportionate to his Con- 
,dition. 

D^ But 
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But, you'll perhaps afk me. Why has not 
every Man that Rule and that Law within 
himfelf ? And muft he lay a Reftraiiit on him- 
felf in fuch Wifhes as his very Nature pro- 
duces ? Let us beware of attfibuting to Nature 
all the Wifhes and Defires of Men : It would 
be a great Miftake to attribute to Nature 
fuch Wifhes as are made by fick and frenetic 
People. We muft carefully diftinguifh be- 
tween what Nature calls for in Health, and 
' the Wiflies produced by Sicknefs. The Wifhes 
of a Man at Liberty are very different from 
thofe of a Slave languifhing in Fetters ; and 
it would very ill become him that is blinded 
by any violent P^fGon, to plead that Nature 
requires to be gratified. Perhaps it would be 
a hard Tafk to difcern Nature in a mortal 
Difeafe, a cruel Slavery, or a violent Paflipn 
that clouds our Intelleds. If the State of fick 
Perfons, Slaves, and Men overcome by Paf- 
fion, is not well characterized and diftinguifh- 
ed, they run a great Rifque of being deftroyed 
in endeavouring to cure or releafe themfelves, 
or compofe their Minds. 

All Jurifprudence, all . Morality, and all 
Policy, that did not fet out upon this princi- 
pal 
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pal Diftindtion, never produced any thing that 
was good ; and AriJIotle himfelf, for want of 
it, gave all his Precepts in vain. Plato fuc- 
ceeded better ^ for he acknowledged a Kind 
of original Fault, which has difordered the 
Mind of Man, But that is not all ; a great 
deal more was wanted, and this the Gofpel 
oBly could fupply. I doubt not but that the 
bare mention of the Gofpel will make moft of 
our pretended Free-thinkers turn up theii:- 
Nofe at this little Treatife, and immediately 
refolve to fpare themfelves the Trouble of 
perufing it. This is a deadly Prejudice, which 
ftrengthens my Thefis with a new Argu- 
ment. 

A Man languifhing in aFever,.andpardi€d 
with Thirft, will not fail to complain of the 
Wrong done him if he be denied cold Water: 
He'll tell you, that the Bitternefs of the Me- 
dicine and the Pain of Bleeding are con- 
trary to Nature ; which is true in one Senfe, 
for Nature in Health does not require them : 
'Tis Sicknefs, and not Nature, that wants- 
Phyfick and Bleeding : But the greateft mif- 
fortune of the Patient is his want of Itrfficient 
Difcernmcnt to know the Condition he is in. 

Da and 
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and the Remedies that are fit for him : If he 
be left to his own Reafon and Difcretion, he 
is utterly loft. Even Phyficians, when fick, 
are not left to thenifelves alone to cure their 
own Difeafes : They, as well- as other Patients, 
muft be treated by healthy ferfons and fkilful 
Phyficians, who {hould not leave them till the 
Diftemper is mattered j and this is very hard 
to be done, efpecially in contagious Difeafes. 
May not this Example explain the Abufe fo 
often made of the Axiom in queftion, as we 
have already obferved ? Now, if Mankind 
in general be corrupt, and fubjed to every 
Kind of Illufion and Error, how can they be 
depended upon for regulating Knowledge and 
Defires, which are fo vaftly diverfified among 
Individuals? 



C H A P. VIII. 

AVERY little Refledion on what hap- 
. pens to the human Body, by Madnefs 
and hereditary Diftempers, and the ill Habits 
derived from thefe, will make us eafily ap- 
prehend how Men fell into the greateft Bar- 

barifm, 
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barifrri, for want of Society, from which they 
might have been feparated by War, Inunda- 
tions, and many other Accidents. To ex- 
plain the Difference in the Complexion, Co- 
lour, Inclinations, and Cuftoms of different 
Nations, as we do in the Trees and Animals 
of different Climates, it is not neceffary to 
have Recourfe to a Comet's brufhing by our 
Globe. Were not the moft civilized Nations 
in our Days formerly Rarbarians ? and don't 

, the Barbarians of our Time live in the Climates 
of Nations formerly polilhed and admirable 

s Cultivators of Arts and Sciences ? I don^t 
wonder that the Moors think their Women 
handfome, nor that the People oi Malabar 
admire clumfy Legs j neither am I furprized 
that fo many other Nations find Elegancy in 
their queer, whimfical Drefs : By Degrees the 
Europeans likewife accuftom themfelve? there- 
to, and a): laft take a Liking to. them • For- 
merly t)ie French could not endure Italian 
Mufick, and held all our Theatrical Enter- 
tainments ia great Contempt ; but by flow 
Degrees they have begun to relifh it, as the 
EngUJhy Germans and Spaniards have like- 
wife done, though very few of them under- 
itapd Italian. We ourfelves, who formerly 
. ^ D 3 > thought 
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thought the Mufick of the Orientals intolerable, 
have lately mixed fome of it with our own, 
and alfo borrowed fomething from other Eu- 
ropean Nations. The Novelty of It ftartled 
us at firft, but we took a Liking to it as foon as 
it was modelled and propofed to us by the beft 
Mafters of Mufick. The fame may be faid 
of other Things. 

The Extremes of Heat and Cold in the 
different Zones ma,y indeed have ah Influence 
over Fafhions, as in Drefs^ Eating, and Bed- 
ding, either to reftrain or excite Senfuality : 
Bpt in whatever Climate a human Society be 
found, it cannot fubfift without profcribing 
Irreligion, Murder, Theft, Fraud and Violence. 
Human Nature being every vvhere the fame, 
arms itfelf againft every thing that diffolves 
and deflroys Society. The Remedies, if you 
pleafe^ may be rougher or gentler among fome 
than amongft others, in Proportion to the phy- 
fical Refiftarice of Bodies and the Culture of 
Minds; but cultivate the one, and' barbarize 
the^ other, and you'll immediately find that 
Equality which is looked for, not for want of 
feeing it, but becaufe Men will not fee it. 

I HOPE 



Chap. 8* ^e Source of Lawu ^9 

« 

I HOPE M. de Montefquioti will pardon me, 
if I canndt follow him through all the phyfi- 
cal Arguments whereby he endeavours to prove, 
that the Difference of Climates muft needs 
have an Influence on the Laws of different 
Countries, and metamorphofe the Minds of 
, the People, jufl as the antient Poets did 
every Thing : Nymphs in frefh * Wa- 
ters, and Fawns or Satyrs In the Woods; 
Tritons, Nereides or Sirens in the Sea. For 
my Part, I very well know, that a SpaniJJj 
Minifler refides many Years at Stockholm or 
Peterjburghy and returns home as much a \ 
Spaniard as when he fet put : Another goes 
from Stockholm or Peter jhurgh to Madrid^ and 
ftays there thirty Years, without lofing his 
Northern Manner^ or Inclinations. On this I 
fhall always infift. The Worfhip of a Deity, 
Chaflity in Marriage, and Security in Life, 
Fortune and Honour, will be found even in 
the remotefl Corners of the Earth : The grand 
Principle of treating our Neighbour as we 
Would be treated by him, is difcernible in all 
places, however wrong it may be applied^ 
Wherefoever there are Men, there mufl be 
lUufions a,nd Extravagancies, which commpnly 

' D 4 grow 
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grow more enormous as they encreafe in 
Number : But give them Leifure and Means 
to look into themfelves, and many of them 
will be cured. .Were it poflible to reftore 
Health to all the Patients in Madhoufes, you 
would almoft inftantly fo far reconcile their 
Wants and their Wiflies, that they would all 
have one Heart and one Mind y I mean in re- 
gard to the Neceflaries of Life, which are the 
fame for all Men. 

But how will you perfuade an infinite 
Number of Madmen, who, ndtwithftanding 
their Frenzy, are very fenfible of their Equa- 
lity, and can but very feldom acquiefce in the 
Opinion of their Fellow-Creatures, even though 
it does not appear that they aini at impofing 
upon them ? As they don't lofe the Faculty 
of Reafoning, and as the Diforder in their 
Organs ever leads them aftray, without their 
being fenfible of it^ fo they always perfuade 
themfelves, though they cannot perfuade others. 
Nothing is more dommon than to fee them 
furioully obftinate, and never defifl:ing, whatr 
ever it may cofl: them. You never would be 
able to make them acknowledge that Black is 
black : They'Jl tell you it is bitter, or obt;ufe, 

but 
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but not a Word relative to Colours.. The 
Point of Honour is never carried to fo high a 
Pitch as among thofe "poor Wretches : Rather 
thian bear Contradiction or take the Lie, they, 
are ready to facrifice thenifelves and all Maii- 
kind. Lenity is loft upon themj they know 
not how to yield to any thing but Force j and 
accordingly, Hunger, Chains, and Blows are 
the Means to make them quiet a little while : 
For as to a perfedt Cure, nothing lefs than 
refioring, or, as I may fay, new-rcafting the 
Organs, can ejffedt it. 



c HA p ix: 

DON'T take it in Dudgeon, if I propofe 
to you a fimilar Example, in order to 
go to the Source of the Contradictions obferv- 
^ able in Mankind, which our modern Authors 
have endeavoured to encreafe as much as 
poflible, I had like to fay rhore than is poffible. 
It is not I that am deficient in the Refpedl and 
Tendernefs due to human Nature : I fhould 
be very glad to fpare it, and recfeim it frpm all 
its Errors : But thofe Errors are fo loudly ex- 

tqlle^ 
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tolled in our Days, that there is fcarce an 
Echo in the World but what inceffantly re- 
turns the Sound. Let us then for a Moment 
liften to it, but without making an ill ufe of 
it. To what'Purpofe is it, fay fome People, 
that all Nations, even the moft barbarous, 
deteft Irreligion, Murder, Adultery, Theft, 
Falfe-witnefs, Fraud, and many other heinous 
Crimes, if one cannot find two perfedly 
agreed about thefe Articles ? 

The Worjfhip which all the. World acknow- 
ledges to be due to the Deity, is generally al- 
together exterior ; but moft Men would have 
it "interior alfo : Thofe who would have no 
Worfliip, at all, pretend it ought to be interior 
only. Others maintain it is by Virtue only 
that vve honour the Gods ; and the Bulk of the 
People fet up their Reft in Ceremonies. But 
this is not all. Some abhor every Objedl of 
Worfliip but a fpiritual one : Some acknow- 
ledge none but corporeal Objedts j and others 
blend both together. In fome Nations they 
deteft a Plurality of Gods ; in others they 
worfhip every thing that may ferve as Emblems 
of the Deity j and great Numbers worfhip all 
their Life, without any clear Notions or folid 

Prin. 
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Principles. The eternal Rewards and Punifh- 
ments> which arc propounded and eftablifhed 
in every Religion, never could work upon the 
wretched Sadducees, nor can they perfuade 
- the Innovators of our Age. In fine, the 
Author of The Spirit of Laws^ Book xxiv» 
Chap. 14. has not hefitated to affirm, * That 

* Men who believe fure Rewards in another 
^ World, will efcape the Legiflatort They 

* will defpife Death too much. How can a 

* Man be bridled by Laws, who firmly be- 

* lieyes that the greateft Punifhment the Ma- 

* giftrate can inflid on hirh, will be over 
^ in a Moment, and then his eternal Happi- 

* n€fs begins?' Was the Lie ever given fo 
formally to all the Legiflators of Mankind, 
not one excepted ? Nobody ever knew of any 
other Means to fix the Obfervance of the 
Laws, but eternal Rewards and Punishments. 
A Man muft be very dull not to retort the 
weak Argument thus ; How -can a Man be 
refirained by LawSy who thinks himfelf fure of 
efiaping and eluding the Punijhments which the 
Magijirates might infiSl on him? Men may 
not only eafily perfuade themfelves af it, but 
the Majority - would flick at nothing to fuc- 
ceed in it, and combine together to elude the 

Penalties 
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Penalties of their Crimes, were they not ge-j 
nerally reftrained by the Fear of evcrlafting 
Mifery, and the Hope of Pardon and eternd 
Blifs. This is not a proper Time nor Place 
to fay more : Be it fufficient to acknowledge 
here, that human Reafon, left to itfelf, per- 
petually falls into the greateft Extravagancies* 
and Contradictions in regard to this Article*' 
Let us pafs more lightly over the reft. 

• Murder, though generally reproved and 
punifhed, does neverthelefs meet with Ap- 
plaufe and Honour in War, Gladiatorftiip, 
and Duels ) and in abundance of Cafes has a 
thoufand Excufes to offer, whereby it efcapes 
the juft Punifliment due to it. 

Theft has its Partifans likewife, even among 
Legiflators. War, Policy and Neceflity feem 
to juftify it on feveral Occafions : And it muil 
indeed be confefled, that he who takes mdl, 
and from the greateft Number, is leaft puiiifli- 
ed for it ; and to have Effronterie and Refo- 
lution enough to rob the whole Community, 
may fometimes procure him Admiration and 
Applaufe, ' 

Nothing 
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Nothing is more difficult than to fix 
People's Notions of Adultery^ which all the 
World abhors and piinifhes. Some Nations 
would acknowledge none at all, neither in 
Women nor Men, Others looked upon as 
Adultrefles only fuch Women as quite forfook 
their Hufbands and Children, to live with 
other Men. Some maintained that all carnal 
Converfation of the Wife, without the Huf- 
band's Permiffion, was downright Adultery 5 
whilft others fixed Times and Circumftances, 
when every Kind of DifiTolutenefs was allowed, 
and even looked upon as a religious Aft 
among Idolaters. In fine, to lend one's Wife 
to another Man, was not contrary to the Gz- 
tonian Law : Whilft others cenfured as Adul- 
tery, not only every lewd Ad, but even im- 
pure Thoughts and lufting after married Wo- 
men/ On' this Head the Hufbands were very 
much fpared, except by certain refined Mo- 
ralifts, who raifed Scruples without End or 
Meafurc. 

As to Fraud and Lies^ which are generally 
condemned every where, if we defcend to 
Particulars, in regard to Perfons, Intentions 

and 
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and Confequences, it will appear that they are 
very fcldom cenfured. Inquire of Politicians, 
licentious Perfons, and Rigorifts, and youll 
fee to what a Pitch the Contradidions are car- 
ried. Let us wave the reft. 

. After thefe Refleftionsj will anyone dare 
to fiy, that Mankind's Senfe is very found, 
and that one may expe<3: from them any con- 
fiderable Help towards deciding- all thefe 
Queftions, and many more in which human 
Nature is not lefs intercfted ? I fhould think 
myfelf the fillieft of Mortals, if after this I 
did ftill feek the Source of Laws among Men. 
I don't fay but it ought to be eflfentially among 
them, even as the Source of Health is : But 
human Weaknefs and Folly have fo clouded 
and Qonfounded, it, that we can .no longer 
»difcern nor lay hold of it, in order to proffer 
it to the difordered Race oi Adam. This fer- 
til Source muft needs be amongft'them,' fince 
all the human Species are agreed abput the 
Crimes that ought to be profcribed : But 
die Avenues to it are fo full of Briars and 
Stumbling-blocks, that it is abfolutely im- 
poflible to penetrate very far, without fetting 
Fire to them, and reducing the Whole to Afhes. 

How- 
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However, all Hope is not loft. He that 
gave the Law, upholds the fame, and avenges 
the Breach of it : He is merciful enough to do 
the one, and has Strength fufficient for the 
other. 
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SAY not, that the Strength of human 
Reafon is alone fufficient to clear that 
Road, and penetrate to the very Source of 
Laws, without a Guide and without Affiftance: 
,Por this is contradicted by the Experience of 
all Ages, and by the moft ferious and ftrenu- 
ous Efforts of our Century, which has made 
no farther Progrefs therein, though guided by 
the moll excellent Mafters of the Art, fuch 
as Cicero and Plutarch. Not but that it has 
been long ago perceived, that there muft be 
fuch a luminous and ftrong Source, to which 
it is no lefs ufeful than neceflary to fubmit ; 
but thofe who confined themfelves to feeking 
it among Men, always loft themfelves in a 
vaft Labyrinth. They propofed nothing but 
the famous Axiom, to treat others as we would 

be 
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be treated by them : Which is very good in 
general, but equally dangerous and arbitrary 
with refpedt to Individuals, as I have obferved 
above ; unlefs it be limited and circumfcribed 
by fuch a fuperior Law as Men will be afraid 
to violate. Now, if this fuperior Law be 
requifite to regulate it, then the Axiom is no 
longer the Source, but is governed by that 
fame Law, which bounds it on every Side; 
otherwife, nothing *would be more ofFenfive 
to Society, and deftruftive of thofe. good 
Morals on which its Happinefs depends. 
Much lefs can it be faid, that this fuperior 
Law flows from Society itfelf, fince there 
never was in the World, nor ever, can be, a 
general AiTemby of Mankind; and in the 
moft numerous Aflemblies there is always the 
leaft Harmony : Sex, Age, Climate, Cuftoms, 
and the Interefts of each Individual, are too 
oppofite. To fay that it fprings from the 
Minority, or fome particular Society, .who by 
their fuperior Wifdoiii and Strength make 
others acquiefce and obey, is not lefs abfurd, 
as nothing dazzling and violent is permanent: 
And on fuch Occafions every Man readily 
puts thi^ Queftion to himfelf. As I am of the 
fan^e Nature, why fhould I not have the fame 

Riglits 
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Rights and Prerogatives a$ any other Man that 
Wants to impofe Laws on me ? . 



Will VQU fay. That thiy af e ijiipof^d: on; 
the Majority, by a VrpfpcA of Benefits and 
Advantages, which extorts their Confcnt and 
Submiffion? But who would be bold enough 
to afJTert, that each Individual found Jiis. pri- 
vate Happinefs and Advantage ifi aU thj^ -Laws 
which a Legiflator, or a ^ Society, impofc^j ;on. 
him ? If this could be the Cafe, thpfeiLawa 
would never alter, nor could they fail of being 
punftually obeyed ; wherfcas th? contr af y hap-* 
pens in all Societies. But if, to giBtdvei' this 
Difficulty, you recut to the Learniiag of Ci- 
vilians, you then immediately lofe Sight of 
pure and fimple human Nature, and propofe 
a Vacuum, a Name without Reality^ or clfq 
fomething fuperior td Men, which manifefts 
to them the Analogy of Things^ juftas the 
Light of the Sun, though not within us, 
makes vifible Objefts nianifeft. That Which 
makes Men fee, can no more appertain to 
them, than that which makes them reafon 
and reflcdi It is true, that the Organifation 
of the Scnfes is within i», ind the A<aion 
and ESc(k depend thereon^ if you pleafe, as 

E in 
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in the perfe4% Organiiadoa of the Eye. But this 
is not all. The Eye will never fee any thing, if 
Light do not ad reflexively on it : There will 
be no other Difference between him who 
wants Eyes and another that wants Light, but 
that the former can never ice, even though 
the Light ftrikes him, and the latter will fee 
as fbon as he opens his Eyes. A Man muft 
be wilfully blind to deny this Truth, That, in 
order to reafon well,- we muft be perfedly 
organized in the Brmn, and in Ae principal 
Senfes J but that, however perfedly organized 
he may be, Man will never reafon, unlefs he 
be furnifhed with Principles adapted to the 
Subjeds, befide^ a great Variety of particular 
Br^incbes of Knowledge, and Strength fuf- 
ficient to coimedt and (eparate them as Occa- 
fion requires- And yet all this would not 
avail much, if the Dbjc<a:s about which he 
argues, be not dearly and diftindly appre- 
hended by the Underftanding, much in the 
fame Manner as Light paints Obje^fts in the 
Retina of the Eye. 

Let it be further obferved, chat what w« 
call a learned Maii^ is he that has difcourfed, 
ready and reflected moil:, and maturely exa^ 

mined 
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he can have no Kiibwledge now, but what 
comes by Tradition* They add, retrench, 
reform, ptopofe new .Syftems, eveir fketched 
by others j and piit together according to the 
Tafte, the Prej udiciis and Fafhion of the 
Times 5 but, in, the main, the Origin of all 
is in the Antients, stnd has no other Source 
than hunian Traditions. Now, in tracing 
them up to the Source, we muft atoncefor- 
fake Tradition, to make Way for an inime- 
diate Revelation^ or a Series of particular Ex- 
perimentSj which fixed the Rcfk€ti&ris of the 
Jfirfl: Intrentors of Arts and Sciences. But how 
is it that' Nature fhould inveft thofe primi-^ 
tive Men with the Right or Privilege of In- 
l^eritiori, and not continue it to their Succef- 
fors ? For, nothing is more evident, than that 
fince tbbfe early Times, there are no new 
Arts holf Scientcs in the World. I am not 
infcnfible, that many among the Moderns will 
boggle at graiitihg me this Propofition ; but it 
will pafs mufter with all Men that are not 
prejudiced in Favour of the Mariner's Com- 
pafs and the Load-itone. 

E a Whai* 
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What* fomc Critics have advanced con- 
cerning Phyiic, as if. it was the Fruit of an 
infinite Number of Experiments, made in a 
Series of feveral Ages, from which the fa- 
mous Hippocrates deduced his Aphorifms, is 
very liable to Exceptions : The Proofs given 
of it are extremely equivocal. The Greeks of 
Afia Minor derived Phyfic from the Eajlern 
and Southern Nations, as Hippocrates himfelf 
relates in his Works. He may very well paf$ 
for the Father of Phyfic. among iheGrecianSj 
and even among the Romans^ who adopted al- 
moft every Thing that gave any Luftre to 
Greece: But what is this, in Comparifon to 
the Reft of the World ? They may objca to 
me, That we have no Fragments that fpeak 
favourably enough of the State of Phyiic 
among the Cbaldeansy Egyptians^ AJJyriam^ 
Medesy PerJianSy IndianSy Scytbiansy and Chi- 
nefe : But this Argument would prove no- 
thing ; for, was not the antient Phyfic of the 
Europeans alfo totally deftroyed and buried by 
the Barbarians ? It is happy for us that wc 
have a few antient Books left, which efcapcd 
the F^ury of the Goths^ and Monkijh Ignorance 
and Superftition. 

If 
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If th? Afatics and Africans have not tran£- 
mitted to us their antient medical Authors, 
neither have they preferred and hapdpd down 
any others>: And fo the Argument proves no- 
thing. On the contrary, all the remaining 
Traces of Antiquity very clearly indicate, that 
Experience was the Bafis, after which Rea- 
foning always followed, and determined the 
Application. It is true> they reafoned on 
Principles not fo mechanical as thofe of our 
Times : But we (hould find it a very hard 
TaiH to provp, th^t in our Days more Pifeafp5 
are cufed than in former Ages, if you fet 
afide the Spepifics of Quinquina, Ipecacuana, 
and Mercury, which did not triumph oyer 
their Antagonifts till within thefe few Years 
paft* 

It would not be kfs difficult to perfuade 
Men of Senfe, that the Knowledge of all Ve-^ 
getables and Minerals, as well as their Virti|es 
and furprifing EfFefts, muft be originally 
afcribed to Experience alone. I am willing 
-to diffemble what the Gentiles themfelves re- 
late of certain Virtues in Herbs revealed by 
^he Gods, and what the Je^s very juftly aver 

E 3 con- 
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concerning Solomon: But I cannot forbear 
laughing at all thofc who fend us to the Toads 
for the Art of Midwifry, make Storks the 
Inventors of Glyfters, and find Examples of 
Phlebotomy in other -Aiiimals. They muft 
have a very mean Opihion of the human Spe- 
cies, to niake Beafts their Preceptors, rather 
than allow them a divine Inftruftor. . I fhall 
beware of adopting fuch Sentiments, not only 
for the Honour of Mankind, but becaufe one 
ought to be convinced of their Fallacy. Sup- 
pofing Men had learned fomething from Ani- 
mals, it could happen no otherwife than by J 
reaibning on what they faw them do j and 
this h precifely what fome People deny to 
antient Phyfic. . 



C HAP. XL 

fTp HIS little Digreflion is not foreign to 
JL our Work. There is a particular Ana- 
logy.between Phyfic and Law : Both imply a 
Weaknefs or Infirmity in Men, and at the 
fame Time a Fund of Health, capable of re- 
covering their jpriftine State. Were there no 
Difeafe and no Injufl:ice among us, there would 

be 
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be no Phyfic nor LaMr. Of* what Ufe is 
Phyfic to a Man who is always in pcrfeft 
Health, and cannot be otherwife ? And what 
does the Law fignify to the Righteous, who 
cannot fall into Iniquity ? For the Law not 
only always fuppofes a CrinGie, but tbaches 
and occafions it by forbidding it, according to 
the old Proverb, Nitimur in vetitum. Never- 
thelefs, we mud beware of the Equivoque we 
are expofed to in fpeaking of the Law, which 
]t>ears a double Senfe with Men* 

The Idea which the Vulgar have of the 
Laws, is properly but as of a Will and fu- 
preme Power, declared cither by an audible 
Voice, or written, to regulate the Actions of 
Men, their Rights and Dependencies: But 
this fame Vulgar immediately , raife their 
Thoughts to fomething above the Laws, when 
they inquire, whether they are juft or unjujft. 
This fhews very plainly, that Juftice is gene- 
rally acknowledged as the fupreme Law, and 
the Source of Laws : Though, in their Turn, 
the Laws derived from it fom^times.make 
Things juft, or lawful, whichj^ wnder dif- 
ferent Circumftances^ were not fo before.^ 
For Inftance 3 it is juft that every good Ciii- 

E 4 ?en. 
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Ken, during a Siege, fhould labour in Defence 
of the Town : But if fuch a Citizen be lick, 
or too old to work or fight, he is then ex- 
cufed from the Duty. This leads you on 
again to a Law fuperior to Juftice itfelf, which 
is Equify; that is to fay, fuch Juftice as is 
proportionate to the particular Faculties and 
Conveniency of the Members that compofe 
the Wholes Thus by Degrees we afcend to a 
certain general Law, which I (hall endeavour 
to canvafs, and may poflibly demonftrate it to 
be the fole and true Source of Laws. 

The Law is alfo generally taken,, among 
the Learned, for that natural Neceflity wliich 
includes the Being and the Well-being of all 
Things that cannot exift nor fubfift in a fuf-r 
fidient and perfeft State, without poflefling 
neither tnore nor lefs than what their proper 
Nature requires : Therefore it takes in all that 
it wants, without leaving any Vacuum to be 
filled up; for the Surplus would only ferve 
to clog, embarrafs, and disfigure it. For thi$ 
Reafoii the Law of the Sight is called, the 
perfeft Organization of the Eye, the Propor- 
tion and juft Diflribution of Light on the Obr 
jcdts,' from whence it refleds on the Retina, 

by 
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by Means of the conftant Purity of the ttan*- 
fparent and diaphanous Fluids. An Excefs or 
Deficiency ia all this, is the- Fault which Na- 
ture excludes from the Sight, though without 
previoufly declaring it, without giving any 
Idea of it, nor any Propenfity to give Way to 
k, which is the Cafe in pofitive Laws. On. 
the fame Principle alfo, the Law of a right 
Line is called its proper Nature^ 'which fubfifts 
perfedtly of itfelf, independently of all curve 
Lines imaginable. The Law of the circular 
Line, M curved as it is, is not lefs original in 
its Nature, without any Relation v^ith, or de- 
pendence on, the right Line. All Phyfico-, 
Mathematicians muft allow, that the perfeft 
Nature of every phyfical Subftance and every 
mathematical Figure, is its own invariable 
Law, too frequently unknown, and too often 
fuppofed, by the Learned. There can be no 
Reafoning, without either knowing it, or 
taking it upon Truft 5 nor any coherent, in^ 
tjelligible Difcourfe, without agreeing about 
this Knowledge, 

This Law is therefore nothing but Na- 
ture, fuch as its firft Author was pleafed to 
imagine i{ within himfelf, and outwardly ex- 
hibit 
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liiint it in his Creatures, which we call Spirits 
and Bodies, of wbidi this yaft Univerfe is 
£>rmed and animated. It is not yet Time for 
me to dwell cm the Defign of the fupreme 
Author, and the interior Idea he f<vmed of 
the Univerfe : I only obferve here, that Na- 
ture, fuch as it came out of his Almighty 
Hand, in a State of Integri^, muft have ma* 
nifeiled the Source we are ieeking, and that 
primordial Law from which all others might 
afterwards flow. But alas ! this primitive In- 
tegrity quickly vanifhed: And indeed, one 
Infbnt is fuflicient to damage or deflroy the 
mofl perfed: iSight, as foon as the leaft Impi- 
rky gets into the i:r3rflalline Humour of the 
Eye. Nothing more is perhaps required, to 
alter the Reflexion of Light, and the Form in 
which it brings Objeds to the Retina 3 fo that 
fome (hall be turned upfide down, others ap- 
pear double, and fome but very faintly, whilft 
9ther8 c^n no longer reach it at all, as the 
Diforder increafes a-pace, and total Blindnefs 
muft be the certain Confequencc. ^ The more 
delicate the Workmanfhip of the Machine, 
the more liable it is to be put out of Order, 
and fo much the more fatal muft the leaft 
Diforder be : It is a neceflary Confequence of 

the 
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the Delicacy of the Parts 3 and this Delicacy 
is indilpenfable in Machines of exquifitc Work- 
m^nlhip, whofe Aftion is to be extremely 
f^ift and light j for there is always the lefi 
Refiftance to bfe overcome, where the Parts 
arc thin and flexible, 

Nqw, after the Machine has fuffered any 
important Diforder, it is m rain to apply to 
it, in order to learn the Law whereby it exifti 
and ought to ad. This is what has happen- 
ed to human Nature, whoie Report is no 
longer to be depended on : And accordingly 
we fee, that all who truft to the Appearances 
it prefents, inceffandy go aftray, fall into Con- 
traditions, and commit the groffeft Faults 
and rnoft unpardonable Blunders, for want of 
having firfi explored the Ground, and in- 
(juired into Nature's prefent State of Integrity 
or Corruption. Of this we have but too much 
Information, as well within ourfelyes, as in 
all the Qbjefts about us. We need but fix 
our Eyes a Moment ^on a Lunatic, and on a 
dead jCarcafe, and then put the Queftion to 
ourfelvcs, Whether this is fuitablc to, and rc- 
cojncileable with, what wjc have obferved in 
every Man of common Senfe, and in all the 

Beauties 
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Beauties and Graces of the Fair Sex ? Thofe 
Extremes, which are fo glaring in Nature, 
muft needs produce all thofe Laws, (b repug- 
nant to right Reafon, which our modern Au- 
thor§ have collected with uncommon Induilryi 
in order to difgrace human Nature, and der 
hafe it even helow the JSrute Creation : And 
hi^nce it ij5 that the Civilians of our Pay& are 
alwayis at Variance among themfelves, and 
muft continue fo, unlefs they come to an Agree- 
ment to introduce Pyrrbonifm^ and the difmal 
End to which it infallibly leads. What an 
admirable Machine is this, whofe Aftion is 
continual Contradiction, and at laft ddftroy^ 
itfclfj And yet, is not this Nature herfelfi 
foifh ?ts (he prcfents herfelf to our View ? 



CHAP. XJI. 

THIS Nature, notwithftanding fhe is ib 
hoarfe, has not yet quite loft her Voice; 
but it is too weak and broken- to reach Ears 
diftrafted by the Noife and Nonfence of the 
World and of the modern Schools; A Cum^ 

' kerlanij^ 
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b^landy a Grvyina^ a Hyacintbe, a Montef- 
qnicu^ and maay others, cannot give due At- 
tentipn to it.. . Nature, I fay, ftill fpeaks, and 
fo diftinftly^ -that we cannot mi^ke her 
Meaning : For inftancc, in the two Sexes, in 
all Ages^ in all Climates, and in all Circum- 
ftapces in which Men may be found, fome- 
diing. fixed and invariable is always difcernible, 
which is the fame at all Times» in all Places^ 
a^nd in every Individual. 'Tis here that, with- 
out minding fach Things as are fubjedt to 
Change and Yariation among Men, we can- 
not, miftake hittnw Nature: Donft all the 
Differences in Languages, Cuiloms and Laws^ 
prove that Nature fpeaks ; that it has a Know- 
ledge oiy and confents to, Honefty and Juilicc? 
Don't we proceed in the fame Manner, whien 
we inquire into the Laws of Sight and of all 
the other Serifes ? We attend only to what is 
conmion and invariable in all Eyes, without 
minding all the Variations, Particularities and 
Differences obfervable among them, or diftin- 
guifhing every individual Eye according to the 
Age, Climate, Seafon, and other Circum- 
. ftances- This is of ufe to prove, that the 
Eye is liable to be hurt by a thoufand Cafualv 
ties, and is not in a State of invariable Per^ 

fedtionj 
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feaionj fo that abundances of Precautions 
muft be taken, to guard againft every thing 
that may do it an Injury, and to feize what- 
ever may reftore it to it^ priftine CohcKtibn; 
as often a$ it is out of Order. 

/ There needs hot mtich Study and Learn- 
ing to be convinced of this palpable Truth; 
After what I have dbferved in th^ ninth Chap 
ter, on the different Sentiment^ of Men Con- 
cerning the principal Articles 6f Juftice anrf 
Manners, I muft gradiially return to it, and 
make the folldwihg ConfideratSons thereon. 

I. A Man overwhelm'd with Pain, and 
labouring under extreme Terrors, a Burthen 
to himfelf and to others, being weary of groan-; 
ihg and fearing,- and having no Profpeia of 
Eafe and Help, wiftics for Death: Be \t 
grartt<fd* Perhaps he even wi(hes for his totat 
Annihilation, of which he has no other Idea, 
than that it is a State of perfeft Infenfibilityi 
But, on the contrary, a Man in good Heiltb,- 
in the Flower of his Age, in the full Enjoy- 
ment of 'every Pleasure he can wifli fpr> ^- 
ways at Eaf^ 4nd without the leaft room to 
apprehend any fatal Turn of Fortune f could 

foch 
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ftich a Man, I fay, forbear wiftiing to live ifor 
ever here ? In like manner, a Man who is 
fatisfied with' his own Cbndudt, who has^^ few 
or no Faults to reproach himfelf with, but 
finds his AAbns good, juft and laudable, 
heartily Wilhes that there be a God, to the 
End that he may be beloved and eternally re- 
warded by him j and that there be a Society to 
approve and admire him, and pay him the 
Honours which he thinks he has deferved. 
On the other hand, a villainous Mifcreant, 
whofe Cohfcience torments him like an impla- 
cable Executioner, expefting nothing but In- 
famy and the moft cruel Death, I readily ap- 
prehend, that he wifhes there were neither 
God, Society, nor Prince: But endeavour 
gradually to relieve the unhappy Man,' correct 
the Villain tenderly 5 reftore the former to the 
Enjoyment of Health and Plcafures, bring 
the other into the Paths of Juftice, and induce 
him to repair all the Mifchief he has done, 
without hefitatlng about a general Pardon; 
and then a Change in the Wifhes of both will 
iieceffarily follow : The fame will alfo hiappen 
to the happy Man and the righteous Man, the 
Moment they fall into the oppofite Extremes. 



On 
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On which of thj^fe two pppofitei Extremes 
will jou chufe to dwell, in Order to come at 
the Knowledge of human Nature ? If you 
inquire of Mankind in general, the Queftion 
has been refolved ^er fince the Beginning of 
the World. To fay that hun^an Nature 
may be known under the Weaknefs and In- 
firmities which difguife it, i& the Height of 
Folly and Madnefs. To acquire a true Know- 
ledge of Man, his Qualities, Faculties, Rights, 
and Agency, we muft take a View of bim in 
good Health, in Honour and Reputation, and 
in a proper Difpojfition of Body and Mind, 
void of Trouble, free from Turbulent Paffionj^ 
and without that Blindncfs which is the Con- 
fequence of them. There is perhaps no Man 
in the World but may be fometimes, and in 
fome refpeds, in this happy Situation : At 
leaft, very few could be produced as Inftances 
to prove the contrary. Such are the Traces 
of primitive Nature; but alas! thefe Traces 
are eafily confounded, and fometimes quite 
effaced, much in the fame Manner as Sight 
is loft in living Men» 

II. A Man in his £ull Vigour, in the Heat 
oF Youth, while he givei^ full Swing to all 

hi» 
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his Pai3ions and indulges every Caprice, thinka 
himfelf crampt by Religion, and endeavours 
to fhake off its Yoke, by renouncing it en- 
tirely : But vvhcther before abandoning him- 
felf to this LicentioufnefSi and leaping over 
the Barrier without Remorfe j or after having ,» 
diflipated his Strength, . (evaporated his Fire, 
and thereby cooled his Paffions ; why; fliould. 
he have the fame AverfiOn to Religion, and 
think the Worfliip of a fupremd Being/t^puble- 
fqme ? Perhaps becaufe he might defpair of 
Pardon fpr his paft Sins. But,, whatever M. de 
Montefquiou may pleafetofay or think, is there, 
any Religion in the World that does nqt ex- 
prefsly teach, that the Deity is . appeafed by 
Sacrifices and Prayers, by good Works, fincere 
Converfior*, and redecjising the loft Time? 
Thus alL Men, excepting a few Wretches, 
have very remarkable Periods or Intervals, 
wherein they confefs that Religon is not only 
good ill itfelf, but alfo the moft comfortable 
Azylum for all Mortals. 

III. I allow that a Man boiling with .Rage, 

and poffefled with a vindidive Spirit, will not 

fpare the Life of his- Enemy, nor be at all 

:fenfible, that as he does not like^ to be killed 
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bimfelf, he ought not to kill his Fellow- 
Creatare : But is fuch a Man always in that 
Way of thinking ? When calm and compofed, 
if he unfortunately offends another, he readily 
a:cknowlcdg€S that the Axiom is juft and ne- 
ceffary in Society. There is perhaps no Man 
in the World but what acknowledges it, in 
the Cafe of Injuries^ Frauds, Thefts, and 
depredations comifiitti^d againft himfelf, or on 
Perfoiis "whom he loves or refpe6ls. Traytors, 
Robbers; attd the greateft Villains, as a;bomi- 
nable as they are, as foon as they form any 
Society conftahtly acknowledge it. And will 
you now venture to afk, whether human Na- 
ture is decifive in thofe Points ? 

IV. I c6nfi:ss, that a Man who finds his 
Wife troublefome to him, and paffionately 
loves his Neighbour's, fincerely confents to 
the Exchange I have mentioned in a former 
Chapter, and wiflies for nothing but conipletc 
Diflblutenefs. But let the Exchange be made, 
and allow him the Woman he adores, do you 
exped to find him ftill in the fame Humour? 
Would he immediately after confent to the 
fame Truck with another Hufband that might 
be in the fame Cafe he was in before ?' Would 

. he 
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he approve of a general Licentioufnefs that 
fhould drive hU dear Charmer to Defpair two 
or three Days after he had got Pofleflion of 
her ? What then is become of this fitft Man ? 
He is no longer the fame. On which of the 
two will you rely, for the Voke of Nature ? 

I FARTHEi^ agree, tihiat a handfome, lufly 
young Man will admit of no Reflxamts in 
fenfual Gratifications : But he muft gradually 
exhaufl his Strength, and faint at laft in the 
Carreer. And then can he help being fenfi- 
ble that he has facrificed abundance of Plea- 
fures and good Things to the Enjoyment of 
one only, which never can be worth the Reft 
colledively ? Does he think then as be did 
while he was indulging his lewd Appetite ? 
if he does not, you cannot be much puzzled 
to difcern the Time and Circumftances in 
which yau are to depend on what he fays. 
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A Man muft have bid adieu to common 
Senfe to affert, that it is agreeable to the 
Conftitution of human Nature to be fometiriies 
in Health, and fometimes fick; one while 
wife, apother Time foolifli ^ fometimes joyful, 
and fometimes mourning ; and that all this fuits 
and becomes him in proper Time and Place. 
This is the utmoft Stretch of Error and. Pre- 
varication, which fome modern Authors have 
difguifed by ingenious Works wrote in' a Stile 
equally ^^feducing and inlpious. Would any 
Man living confent to be fometimes in Pain, 
or to play the Fool, or be forrowful, unlefs 
with a View to avoid a greater Evil ? Such a 
Paradox deferves no farther Anfwer : For if 
no Man, at any Time, or in any Climate 
whatfoever, would confent to Pain> Folly, or 
Grief, it follows that human Nature is always 
averfe thereto, and never willingly gives Place 
to any of thofe Evils. 



It 
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It is then manifeft, that through all the 
Contradictions \yhich I have 'already taken 
Notice of, we may difcern in Nature a folid, 
uniform and invariable Character, which fuf- 
ficiently indicates what it calls for, and what 
it wants, and .by the Help of which we may 
go up to the Source* of ;ts Rights and its Laws. 
But on whom fhall we depend, to inveftigate 
it nicely, to difpel the Milis that cover it, and 
follow it by the Track it prefents to us ? To 
every one that undertakes this Refearch, the 
Impediments of Sex, Age, and Prejudices 
will occur, and the latter never can be quite 
Ihaken off: And hence it is, that Men of the 
greateft Penetration, Authors of the moft ex- 
tenfive Knowledge, favoured by Princes, or 
honoured by the State, fuch as Puffendorff\ 
GrotiiiSy Barbeyracy and many other Writers 
no lefs celebrated, have been fubjeft, like 
jHb^^r himf^lf, to nod fpmetimes, and bewilder 
themfelves, racking their Wits to falve Ap- 
pearances in Articles of the greateft Impor- 
tance. 

' Every Man has not Fortitude enough to 
enter the Lifts at Home ag^inft Error and 

F 3 Vice, 
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Vice. Such Fortitude is fo rare, that it would 
be very difficult to find any that have fincercly 
fct about refiftmg their principal Bent or pre- 
dominant Paffion : They are refblutc enough 
in all the other Articles j they accufe them- 
felves, make a vigorous Oppofition, and fome- 
tlmes come off Conquerors in feveral Points; 
but always make themfelves Amends by the 
Article that concerns them moft : Reafon, 
which triumphs in all other Matters, is con- 
ftantly a Slave here. Every thing "ferves to 
give a Colouring and a Gldfs to that which 
we take moll Delight in : We excufe, nay, 
we juftify it ; and as the moft efFe<flual Way to 
do it, is to eftablifh an invincible Neceffity, a 
natural Bent, and a general Example, as well 
as certain Confequences which appear fa- 
vourable when compared with the other Ex- 
cefles that ruin and difhonour Manl^ind, it 
happens that the moft learaed always^ inipofc 
upon themfelves firft, and then deceive other 
Men. ' 

A SUPERIOR Genius, of an amorous Conw 
plexion and ftrong Conftitution, may bravely 
dive into Nature, in order to fet Juftice in a 
fair Point of View in the midft of all the Mi- 
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fbry brought upon Men by Anger, Avarice, 
Deceit, and many other Paffions and Vices : 
But the Moment he touches on the Paflion of 
Love, we no longer fee the fame Elegance 
and Fire, nor the fame Strength of Argument ; 
on the contrary, he becomes weak, fncaking 
and pitiful. Now, as this Subjed: pleafcs molt 
Men, all that give him a Hearing take hut 
little Pains to weigh and lift his Difcourfe : 
Theyeafily excufe themfelves frcShi the Trouble 
of examining, on account of the Credit which 
the Author has juftly acquired in all other 
Articles, which don't much concern his par- 
ticular Cafe or Bent, Thus, diiguifed Error 
perfifts 5 and the general Copffent, which they 
fuppofe it to have acquirec^, eftablifhes and 
infenfibly confirms it, giving it even the Weight 
of Authority, which pafTes for a Law 5 fo that 
from thence forth npne will dare to meddle 
with it. The fame is done to almoft all other 
Vices by their favorite Authors : And I doubt 
not but that if there were any Algerine or 
SHz/i/^tf/i Civilians, they would find Arguments 
to prove that there is fome Honefty and Juftice 
in Piracy and Depredation. 

F 4 It 
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It is alfo very hard to guard againft an 
Equivocfue and a Paralogifm very frequent 
among Men. There is an Evil which is al- 
ways preferred to a greater. There is an Evil, 
which Men commit, for want of being able 
to do the Good that ought to take Place of it. 
Society is more injured by one Crime than by 
another : And every Man has not Strength 
and Means to do all the Good that becomes 
him. One Man kills another in Defence of 
his own Life, becaufe he wants Coolnefs, 
Difcernment an4 Dexterity to fave both. . Some 
take up with Courtezans, to avoid greater In* 
famy. Officers of Juftice, Executioners, Axes, 
Wheels and Gibbets, are only good to pre- 
vent and ftem the abominable Torrent of 
Vices and Cruelties, with which corrupt Men 
would otherwife deluge the Earth. Hence a 
fatal Prejudice is formed ; the World taking 
that for a real Good, which is only a lefler 
Evil that prevents a greater, for want of Means 
to fupply its Place by fuch a Good as is pre- 
cifely wanted. Even among the Literati there 
are but few thar don't miftake this Matter, 
not to reckon fuch Authors as are devoted to a 
Country, to the Government, or the private 

Intereft 



Chap. 14. ^Source ofLanvst 73 

Intereft of Princes, and fometimcs engaged to 
maintain Pofitions and Affertions advanced in 
their former Works, How fhould fuch Men 
as thefe attack and overthrow Prejudices, 
which perhaps they don't perceive, or which 
fly away and vaniih as foon as they are pointed 
out to them ? 

CHAP- XIV. 

AFTER this fhort Sketch I know not 
whether they will ftill venture to aflertj 
that we may rely on any particular Man, even 
the moft learned in the World, for a certain 
Knowledge and folid Decifion of what is juft 
and honefl. Thus, though the Ground of 
Nature is to be found, we may always be un- 
certain of finding a good Guide to it ; and 
every Man that would trufl none but himfelf 
in this important Refearch, mufl: be the-proud- 
eft and rnoft rafli Creature living. Is not every 
one fubjcdt to Prejudices, arid to all the lUu- 
fions confcquent therepn ? What Inference, 
then, muft we draw from all this evident 
Light and Knowledge ? The Inference is, that 

the 
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the Author of human Nature would not for- 
fake Man in the deplorable Confuiion and 
Blindnefs into which he had plunged him&If, 
but would enlighten him, and lead him by 
the Hand in the important Search after Good 
and Evil, Juftice, and fovcreign Equity. Thofe 
Civilians who have deviated leaft from divine. 
Revelation, have fucceeded in this Inquiry 
better than the others, fuch as the illuftrious 
Grotius and the learned BarbeyraCy notwidi- 
ftanding certain Prejudices, which they durft 
not entirely fhake off, either for want of 
Courage or Attention. On the contrary ,^ the 
moft material and mofl dangerous Errors have 
been the Portion of all Authors that have 
forfaken or concealed Revelation, in order to | 
fubflitute thereto, without being fenfible of 
it, human Traditions. 

For Inftarice, has M. de Montefquiou done 
any thing more in his elaborate Work, than 
giving a Loofe to his Genius, and difplaying 
his fingular Talents, in order to reafon on a 
Heap of Laws, Cuftoms, and Texts, artfully 
chofen to fuit his Syftem ? A Syftcm which 
he durft not plainly, difclofe, left he (hould 
fhock his Countrymen and the Majority of 
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Mankind, without gaining even the Good- 
Will of Republicans. It is a large Stride al- 
ready, to have given the Preference to all the 
Relators of Cuftoms in the remoteft Parts of 
the Eaft, who are fo liable to Exception, and to 
have colleded the Fragments of the Laws of 
the Greeh and Romans^ and moft other idola- 
trous Nations, all the Interpretations of which, 
and theConfequenccs he has drawn from them, 
he himfelf would not w^rant. He talks of 
Genody and of Venice^ where I was born, and 
where he himfelf did formerly refide fome 
Time ; and yet I doubt not, in cafe of re- 
printing his Work, but that he will amend 
moft of the Paffages concerning this Repub- 
lick, if he is a Lover of Truth. What Strefs 
then is to be laid on the reft, which is ground- 
ed on little elfe but Suppditions ? If this great 
Genius had gone upon a. more folid Founda- 
tion, and divefted himfelf of the Prejudices , 
cultivated in his florid Perjian Letters ^ what 
a valuable Work rhight we not have had from 
his Hand ! 

But this we fliall ever expeft in vain, fo 
long is Men will not refpedlfully inquire of 
divine Rcvelation/which ought to be confidexed 

as 
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as a facred Bafis. We muft foar above the 1 w 
cloudy Attnofphere of impure Corporeity, I p< 
and perhaps even above a Proteus, which we " 
never hold faft, by reafon of his continually I tt 
changing Shapes in our Hands : You think to I ^ 
grafp folid Marble, and 'tis only a Piece of Ice, 
which inftantly melts in your Hand, or a Fire- 
brand that burns your Fingers. We mufl either 
abfolutely deny that there is, in refpedt to us, 
any fuch thing as the Source, the Strength^ and 
the true Spirit of Laws, or elfe that it is to be 
found in Revelation only, 

You will perhaps fay, with the pretended 
Free-thinkers, that Revelation is not fo authen 
ticjc as it ought to be, to make us follow it as 
religioufly as is requifite for Qur profiting by 
it. But have you carefully inquired into its 
Authenticity, without obftinately and wanton- 
ly fetting yourfelf to combat it, and wrapping 
yourfelf up in thipk Darknefs, that you might 
not be able to difcern it? It is happy for the 
World, that every honeft Man, who has fet 
out on this Inquiry with an upright and fincere 
Heart, has returned with SatisfaAion and 
Comfort fufficient for his whole Life j and 
the Proofs he has publickly given of it, aU 

' < ways 
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^ ways fubfift Mth imfliakeabie Stability . jhave 
Yi, perufed \irhat has been printed on bQth Si^es 
% of the Queftion) and very much doubt whe- 
J- ther any Additions, can be made to what fome 
K Men have dared to vent within this Century^. 
'•, in order^^to invalidate Reveljatipn : Yet one 
• fingle Blaft is capable of totally fubyerting the 
' whole Machine of Impiety. We fhould j uft ly 
deferve a' Lodging in Bedlaniy if we rejecSe^. 
' human Tradition in general 5 and yet we muil 
cither totally rejcdl it, or acknp^fvlecjge Reve- 
lation itfelf on that very Eviden<{e. > , 

■■ ■ -• ■-■ ■ •- ' i'yi 

Nevertheless,' there are Men of Figwe 
and Reputation in the World, who fwallaw 
thofe Camels as eafily as they would Flics. 
Are there not modern Authors, that have bent 
all their Studies and made the utmoft Efforts 
to perfuade us^ that Vices and Crimes are not 
Icfs ufeful and proper in human Society than 
\ Virtues, and that to feclude from it fuch Vil- 
lains and Wretches as arc intitled to the Gal- 
lows, is fuffieient ; as if they dreaded for 
thertifelves the moft ignoqiinious and cruel 
Punifhments ? Indeed the Guilty do not forfeit 
^11 Claims to Compaflion : But don't the In- 
nocent that fufFcr by them, and the Society 

which 
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whkh they dcftroy, defervc more Companion? 
Is k not Mercy to wretched Criminals^ to de- 
liver them as ibon as poffible from tlie {ting- 
ing Remorfe of their Confciences, and the 
difmal Situation of a Prifon^^ a Galley, and 
Tortures ? But if you fuppofe a Criminal once 
capable of getting the better of all Remorfe 
of Confcicnce, would he not then immediate- 
ly become a Monfier unworthy to live ? 

Yet thus far have fome modern Civilians 
proceeded; but, notwithftanding the moft 
refined Diflimulatioh and moft artful Sophiftry 
have been employed^ they could not quite 
conceal their dangerous Sendments on the 
moft important Articles of Law and Juftice: 
We can'not follow their Prindpies, without 
perceiving all the Foundations diereof to be 
Tapped and undermined. If they themifelvcs 
do not clearly deduce the Confequeaqes^ 'tis 
becaufe they would not (hock and difcouragc 
their Readers at firft Sight : They only want 
to gain Ground upon them infenfibly^ aiid in 
this Drift they aft corifequcritially. &i quod 
iibi ins alteri feceris 5 they know very well 
what they want themfelves, /. e. no Conftraint, 
and feem to offer none to others. Thus do 

they 
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they abufe the famoas Axiom, and dius will 
all the Worid abufe it, unlcfs another Principle 
regulate and limit it, by previoufly. prefcribing 
what each Individual ought to will and do. 
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IT may be objeded to me, that Revelation \ 
is not lefs obfcure and Ikble to Contra- 
diftions, than N^Rure icfelf and humanity. 
They oavll about Myileries, Variatioms, Hebra^ 
ifms, Tfanflations and Interpreters : They pre- 
tend that in the facred Writings one £nds al^ 
ways both Sides of the Qijeftion ; and in fliort, . 
that the moft religious Obfervance of the 
Scripture does not make us better Men nor 
better Subje<^s. On this Head Mr. Bayk has 
been guilty of ^excefiive Raihnefs, in fpeaking 
of David and dther iiluftrious Champions of 
revealed Truth. This fiery Critick has fet up 
a Model of his own makings for the Teft of 
all honeil People and the moft pious Perfons 
in the World ; but it is not furprij&ing that they 
do not come up to his Model. Mr. Bibles 
honeft Man is one whofe Imagmation is always 

fullied 
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fullied by the* moll filthy Objedts, and who 
has leaft Charity for his Neighbour. He ex- 
claims without Reafon againft has Enemies, 
fince he himfelfteaches themtofufpedt every I 
body of Infincerity : And as Religion, moft | 
certainly, is not his ftrong 'Side-, he^ cannot 
perfuadehimfelf that others may be more re- 
ligious than himfelf. His fok religious Objcft 
is Liberty to fay and do any things without 
Reproach and iwithout Chaftizement .; for he 
grants iriot the. fame .Privilege to his Adverfa- 
ries, and 'tis not fbc nothing thatihe disputes it 
witkihem. . .On that Model it would be very 
difficult to make, Dm^d^s Eulogy, or that of 
any other honeft Man. • B]xt Mt. Bayle is not 
the only Writer that limps on this Side. 



However, an honeft, learned Man, who 
goes direftly to the Source of Laws, who ex- 
amines the Strength of them, and dives into 
their true Spirit, will confefs that nothing hin- 
ders him from difcovering it in the Revelation 
that has been* given us. Nothhig is more evi- 
dent to him, than that this fame Spirit of Laws, 
though fmgular and conftantly uniform, muft 
produce confiderable Changes in particular ] 
Laws, which in procefs of Time appear con- 

tradidtory 
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tradiftory to themfclves, as the Circamftances 
of Sociietics cannot fall of altering likewifd 
The. Regimcii that fuits a Perfoii in perfeft 
Healthj will not agree with hiin in Sicknefs ; 
and the Medicine that cures him in one Di- 
ftemper^ would kill him in another. A Pa- 
dent at Batavia cannot be treated in the fame 
Way as at Stockholm. Men live 6n Moun- 
tains in a Way that does hot agree with the 
Inhabitants of Vallies and Sea Coafts. A forry 
Hack wants the. Whip arid Spur much 'more 
than a free^ mettlcfojiie Horfe; 

A'^piRlf thi^tltfves and clierjiiies Meii^ 
Whcfefo'ever fituated, and in whatever Coii- 
dirion they be^ cannot difpenfe with himfelf 
from adapting his Lav^ to their natural Wants 
and Conveniencies, in order to make thefti 
happy iii all Plates. But notwithftahding all 
thofe apparent Differences, we neceflarily dlf- 
coyer an tTniformity and an inviiicible Cori- 
ftancy in the inain Charafteriftic, calculated 
for the Happincfs of human I^atiire, and 6- 
qually diftributed aniong all the Individuals j 
which Happinefs is to beJ acquired bhly by 
Wlfdom and Virtue. It is in vain to fubffiv 
tttte thereto the Fytrhonian or fyftematical 

G Dodkinei 
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Podrin^, _ and the Grimace of Fanaticifiii, 
whatever it maybe: ^Thij^is not t^^ 
and Virtue from whence flows t^e'Felid 
"Man, jHe fole Objedt of the Spirit of Xaws. 

A ' su.prj:me Bejn'g. ;, a Father of Mankind 3 
^ phyiical Diforder .communicated By Gene- 
ration to all the Defcendants from the firft 
Couple; the Identity of the fanic Nature, 
and of the fame Family . m all Men without 

• Exception; the imqaeBjate Diipofition of 
abfolifte Providence, which cannot tie' refifteid, 
yet, delights ill Mprcy, aijd is willing. to grant 
theiincere and . reafpnable Wiihcs and Peti- 
. tions pf, ; his Creatures ; a Phyfician, a Propi- 
tiator, that is to fiy,^. aa opxnipptent Mediator, 
whp unites the Godhead with Human Nature, 
in OTdCT^ to bring them as 4i^ar ;as ppflible to 

/eajch;priier, furnifliing the ncceflary Meaps to 
efFeft ioi due Time the. intended Repriftination: 
Thefe are Articles in whiclji , there .is neither 
Obfcurity nCr natural; Contradidion, No pro 
and con is to be found in them ; no Hebraifms, 
no. various RjCading^i ^ai^ no jarring Tranfla- 

. tors and Interpreters^ Nothing more is wanted, 

: in Qfd^r to afcchd to |he- Source, of Laws, 
lyithout ftumbling,:.:and without Danger of 

going 
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^oing ^ray: Jt is the^e ryqu will iind thq 
4mmoYeabiie dnd facried Bafi^qf tJtie ^ue Rjgl^t 
of faverqgn KrindB^, , 'WJbo would i(^{xti,\:it 
|fhakeni,:jf .they depended only on popular 
rForce, the chimcBical Ppint of [Honour pf the 
rNobility, c^r the Republican Virtue. Froqi 
ithis divine 'Source liat rfuprehie ^Law muft 
flpw^r.^liich ipegulates.tlje Axiopi, ^ufdtiH 
\vis, aif^rijecms', without whiqh it wpuld Ipe 
•rahkPoifonito >hmnajx! Nature in its prefeftt 
i corrupt ,S(*te* Apply rtfeis M^xjip to a fick 
.Maa,;:and you will imniiediately fee the fat^l 
r.Confequenecs reMting fromit. :>It is ju|l: J 
: ihould treat others as I would Jbe treated:^. pro- 
vided the Treatment I require of them be 
. juft and . convenient. Ignorance,; .Wqakncfsi, 
and Paffion being the Portion^of .human Na- 
ture, every Individual is pot at Liberty to de- 
cide this Matter. None but, the Deity 'can 
pierce through and diffipate the dark Clouds 
and Mifts ; therefore it belong^ to him alo^e 
to give a final Judgment without Appeal,.,and 
pour out the balfamic Draughts that chcpf 
and nourifli the tender Fruits of his Love^ 

1 AM not infenfible that a great Number of 

lirft-ratc Scholars will ,be offended at rpy 

O z . propofing 
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propofing Revelation as the only Source of 
Laws. I could have been very glad to have 
fpared them this Kttle Mortification : But as 
they never have produced any thing folid 
agakift it, and as Liberty to contradidl them 
has ^tways been allowed, I could not avoid 
; recurn% to this, and running the Rifque of 
difgufting them,, rather than conceal the 
Truth which I am firmly .vperfuaded of. I 
only follow the beft Lights ^of excellent Au- 
thors, whom I have ^ made Ufe of, and flbill 
coiitinUe to do fo as long as I live : And more- 
over, it is thofe Cavillers themfelves that have 
fhewn me this only 'Road, as they have but 
too plainly^ evinced, that all other Roads* were 
barred by infurmountable Obftacles. In vain 
have they endeavoured to diffemble and con- 
ceal thofe Obftacles : They ftrike usi:he Mo- 
ment we offer to pufli on to the End j and 
even thofe who in the. Wantonnefs of their 
Hearts wilfully fhut their. Eyes, that they may 
not be forced to acknowledge them, muft 
needs have returned with a difordered Brain, 

The Objedions abovementioned do not 
ftop me, as I have room to think them per- 
ftaiy confuted, by all that I have colleded 

■ . ■ ; . :■ ^^ in 
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in my former Italian Works, from what the 
befl Authors have publifhed on this impor« 
tant Article. I confefe I have given the Pre- 
ference to thofe who beft demonftratcd their 
great Learning, by a good Life and important 
Services done to Mankind. Alas! we are 
naturally fo corrupt, that there is no Need of 
Interpreters of Laws to^help to fink us lower 
by their Doftrines and Examples. Let us, as 
much as in our Power lies, preferve a rea- 
fonable Reftraint, and bridle the inmoft Sen- 
timents of bur Souls ; for without this. So- 
ciety, Princes, and Manners, reft only on pure 
Grimace, which ought to be abhorred as dc- 
ftruCkive of Mankind. 

J now proceed to the Strength of Laws*. 
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N pjrdert;© know what js the 

Strength of Laws, or, in other 

Words, what induces Men to 

feqk, lpY€) and fulfil tjicm ; 

: or what forces them to fub- 

mit thereto, and brings them back to this 

Duty, when they dare to rcfift it ^ We muft 

always bear in Mind wha,t the Law. ,is, ac- 

G 4 ' cording 
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^ordinjg to the Idea I hive given of it in the 
fprmer Part of this Work, which I briefly 
f»m up here^ 

There is a natural Law, necefl&rily in- 
tended not only fon thp ^eing, but alfo the 
Well-being of every Creature i fo that withr 
out: this Law it couW not ftibfift, nor attain 
to its due Perfeftion. It is this Law, comr 
mon throughout Nature, which places all Be- 
ings in their proper Situation in the^ Whole^ 
"that they may nlutrially aftuatd and give each 
ofliei- fuch Succours as are indifpenfable^ ta 
the End that none may want aily thing, nor 
others liave more than Is neceflary: So that 
3,11 Thipgs be diflributed in a due and regular 
Proportion, and conftantly fubfift, or be ca- 
pable of Repriftination, in cafe, the Weaknefi 
or Defed^ of the Matter does not exadly 
anfvver the Intentiori of the fuprpme Creator. 

The fovefeign Intdligence that produced 
all Things, and aftsf ihceflantly in Nature, 
to conferve, corred, and • repriflinate or re- 
new it, is therefore the fole Source of this 
uniyerfal Law, by the Pefign he formed, and 
^e ObjeA he propofed, in producing it. Un? 
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lefs wfi dive into that firft Defign, and get -a* 
clear ATlew of that grajijiQiiijeja which is prioi^ 
to the Creation, all the Inferences we niight 
thence draw, from what now appears to our 
Scnfes, would be very liable to Exceptions. 
I afk any fober Man, whether he can pre- 
fiime to penetrate fo fkr, uhlefs this fame fu4 
preme Intelligence helps him in the Search- 
by an immediate Revelation ? If he cannot^ 
what avail all our Efforts to afcertain the trn^^ 
Source J Strengthi and Spirit of Laws, that is 
to fay, their Intention? And indeed it is evi^- 
dent, by M, deMontefquiou^ pompous Work,that 
tiie dazzling Title of Sfirif of Laws cslxi b6ar 
no fixed Meaning. After going through with 
itj and picking out of it ^ thoufand good 
Things, with fome judicious^ Kefledtions, yotr 
are juft as wife as them that- never heard of 
it, or lived in any Age before this celebrated 
Author. 

There is likewife a Law peculiar to Man-' 
kind, which does not bind Beafts, Infe€fcs,^ 
Birds and Fifties. This is a Family and i fe- 
cial Law, from which, whatever is not of Ac 
human Species is manifeflly excluded, as not 
beirj^ fufceptibl? thjcreof^ and would.be nd^' 



tji^/merft rjRr Iqfs fiibfiftiqg and, p€ffe<^ bj; 
i|<^,fMJl?i?jittii)g V?^i^^^^ Do not lay any Strdk 
ippQI>,th€,3pgyfii5Sjt^;tl]e Beqs of t|ic Incompa- 
ij^e^M;. Vf, SaumWi> the ^Jj5ftf ^of, ^irds^ tl^(i> 
I|(9J^ %n4;D^9s of, ^ea^ls^, the poetical Fide- 
li^jc^off TurtJf-49Tft«r ^^ Aflfjours of Nightip^ 
gj^fi^ tjlic:Eol(}S:,^84 CoRerrngft of: (patcrpillers, 
^^y^\j^^2jf,qt 9^: Qt}ier M^cbanifiT^^ difcq^ 
YSJfi4:^y thqimoi^,i^itfefAi|:and.a£cuf Natu-. 
5^%: Fpr ^ tJiii^) no mpre-. kng^es, ,any. Af- 
4pfef: with: Ptipanity^ than the MEptamqr^ 



as 
dii 
cli 



VAX 

ur 
an 

is 
L 



ijj^^ts, b9t}i^ ip,I^ords zfidc Vai3&jbs, M^rs .^nd 
%5Y4jn(is,j hav© n9d:h4pg - in l^hem/.thajt^js Ci9km. 
j?;w;wi'to ^afts r :lji Jil^? M^ftfjpr,; thp Cqh^Y? I J 
ijifjp^ies of I^,j tlac Advapi.tag§5 of Sq^e^^ | ^ 
tji^i^cefl^ry. Precautions ^ainft tlptq fejujiej: | ^ 
of Wea;ther, Water, Fire, Infeds, Beafts^ ^n4 
even of Men, were never underftood, nor 
c\e|Ti^^0, but: ;«mQng Mankk^, norcanthty 
f^il.?(fly other Qeatures. Among Anipial& 
^m ^re nQ Arts and Sciences : Fpr if the 
4^ ^ttifibufied Xo thein ^ere.ia any IVile^fure 
i§^y they would no Way lefemWe ours, but 
VQiild appear incoijipar^bly nipre perfe(3:> jjgift 

as 
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as the Aftion of our Machines. Setting 
^fide Matbcmaticfcs, Policy and.MQrattty,MQ-» 
chanicks alone decides the Queftion in Fa- 
vour of Men*. : 

» -And indeed tbisi La^^r peculiar to; Hun^- 
i^ity, neceflajrily fiows fiFoni' the generd slid 
univetfal Law of Nature, and» is but *C©n- 
fbquence of it ; M^n being alfo t?puly ia» Parti 
iiid^ tsftu the ptfeicipal Pkrt Kii it^ ae may be 
i^ai^y defnonftrated ; unkfs wc dfehy dhcm all 
ManBcr of Underftaitdirig, or elfc diftribtite 
it eqtialty t6 aJl the Beings ih' Nature ; Avhieli 
cannot be maintained nor proved. Thus it 
ki> that in the human Body there is a general 
Law, whkh governs the Whole ; and; from 
diis Law.a particufer one is derived, fbr the 
Government of the Mead, which does not 
foit all the other Members that depend on it; 
The Law of the Eye has fearce any thing in 
commod with the Law of the Hearing, Smelf- 
ing, and Tafting. Jiift fo it is in univerfal 
Nature* 
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CHAP. II. 

THOUGH Generation be cgmmon to 
, all Kinds of Animals, the Sentiments 
aboviSQiQntionedj of Hu(bands aud Wives, 
Pathecs, Cbildrep^ and Relations, and other 
Seotii^nts jdefiycd from them, do not at all 
a^^pe^ ifi Beafts, If there be any Traces of 
tj^ern, th^, are very rare and traniient ; and 
perhaps, they ^e conftrued fo ocily by reafon 
of the Affinity they have with the Effeds 
which thofe Sentiments produce in us. It 
would be a great Miftake to imagine from the 
Exterior of a little Machine, repreft^nting a 
Coach and Horfes on a full Trotj that it was 
really drawn by little Animals, Tis a mov- 
ing Image that deceives us, its internal vSpring 
Icjjding our Senfi^ into a manifeft Equivoque: 
And whoever Ihould argue from the Motion 
of this Machine, tq prove the Animality of 
the Horfes, would juftly be laughed at. 

The Male among the Beafts does indeed 
^ouple with the Female, and makes her con^ 

c?iv?. 



tabivc, but Without any View to PoftcHty, or 
to better their rCondkioi^^ and live more coo^ 
modioufly. The DifFcfenqe q£ S?x dces ^wt 
ewen appear :v,ei:y diftinftiy: tifible in all the 
Species; /and if we credit Natqralifts, diere 
rare many Hermaphrodites iamoNcig the jbrtxtfe 
Creation, chiefly among Fifhes and Infc^r; 
atleaft, tfee Nuinber of Females greatly ex- 
ceed^ the Malesi rAs foon as their little ones 
•attain to a certain Degree of Strengthj they 
no longer own thefii* Th^^Fathers and Mq- 
tiiers roughly drive their Children from their 
Ncits and Dens; and the latter, far from 
having any Repe<ft, Attachment and Grati- 
tude for thofe that brought them into the 
W<)rld and nourifhed them hitherto, are ever 
ready to fight with them about the Iqaft Scrap 
of Food, and are juft as quarrelfome with their 
Brothers, whom they fear ftill Icfs. 

The inftin(a obfervcd in divers Species, to 
feed their young Brood the Moment they are 
born, is li&t yet clear enough to make us pofi- 
tive, that there is not fomething in it analpgous 
with the Communication of the nutritious 
Juice in Plants. Whether the Products be 
inwardly annexed, or detached like Eggs, it 

is 
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i^ much the ikme;as'theiFmltiof ^^ J^ 
•foonisthfcy jtfe f ipe,-tiicy break loofe, iaod 
4A\ fii^ th€ttifel^e$. < All ^ thi^iis fo mechanical 
4tt^Be4ftB, tfeatithcre is no Infftance ©f asn «Ant 
'lifii^taKng -Ckre^toifeed another of the lame 
WaA fhat faaifpK^adie'Mi^^tttne to fpoil the 
tOr-girts iipccfjflafy for , prdcuring Food : It will 
Ti^ take die '4eift Trouble ^itbout healingitk 
^fick ofie, battels; it -^fe without JTelp^ wi^ 
'cut^Regrefy^ ami Without BumL It muft thctti 
•fore be owne(ly^tbait the'Inftind: of Beafts to 
fc6d their ^young ones, does not depend on 
*any4n^rd^Reafoning, Tacuky or Principle^ 

"i AM not ignorant that there are even fomc 
Authors, ;Who idly dream and infinuatc, that 
' all; conj ugal, paterriil, • atmical, and, .in fine, 
'fociai Sentiments, are nothing biit E£fe6ls and 
Confequences of Education, without >vhicb 
Men. would not be more fociable than Beafts,- 
and this they pretend to prove by Inftanccs 
'of fome Savages, of vt^hich they give imagi- 
nary /Relations. It is juft as wife,^ as if they 
drew a jfiniilar Confequence from a Lunatic 
liviijig in the Woods, like aBeaft, who, having 
found a female Partner^ Ihoiild have commu- 
nicated His Madncfs to alt his Pofterity, as"it 

happen* 



• If^is '^nbt'frBiii .a;^ that %e 

*Hes. 'It* wb'tild be igroT^ MHtake^ to ' ^St^ht 

to Dogs, Monkies and Stpfiamsi^wMt^^ 

fep done by ' fome of them, that are broke 

ito certain' fexelfcifes arid TritkS; 'ahd'taygfitto 

"dp Service to' .M^n : It is from 'ttie G6he 

lity ^we muft' argue and Torm * ConcriiiSoiis 5 

^and'herein 'the Error 6f;^fh(5fe Aiithbrs Is 

.glaring at firft Sight :* By this ginei-^l^Pfeli 

we immediately difcover tJie XVeaknefs bf their 

;. Principles, and the Mafimity of ^their^Afgu- 

-ments. ''.■...[...' i [ ^ ^ " 

'*'lf Education, " which -iiiqlihes Meti "to'^So- 

ciety, to true Tenderriefs and LoVe for their 

, Wives, Children, Relations and, .Friends, be 

the ifame ev^ry where^ it js therefore deter- 

: mined and produced by Nature, which 1^* the 

..fame in all : But if this be not true, and that 

•'in Spight of a total I^ifference io Educatibh, 

the fanje jSentiments are manifeft in all.iiiha- 

, bited Regions,' it miift hcceiTarily follovir,' thiat 

Nature itfelf inftils and keeps up the 'Ta^^^ 

Sentiments in all Men, wnoTe Orgahs^are not 

fubjedl to fome'Dirorder." "Chufe'-wKch SiiSe 

of 
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of the Queftion you like beft, it will not be 
lefs true and demonftrable, tjiat the natural 
Piipofition of' Humani^ inclines you ^ to So- 
ciety» Tenderneis and Compa^ipp), .and to all 
^Duties that depend thereon* - 

JEvxN though fonac Exceptions to this 
might be found among the innumerable Indi- 
.yiduals that have made and ftill make up tbe 
Mafs.of Mankind^ all the reft would concur 
in aDifapprobatipn of any contrary Seati- 
mcpti they would declare it. inhuman, and 
refltifyit if poffible; and if it could not lie 
reaificd, they would puniffi the Authors of 
it, and quite feclude them from Society. Will 
any one dare to deny a Fad: fo.notorious and 
common among Men ? 

Now, if there is a general Law for Na- 
ture, there is alfo a^fpecial one for Mankind j 
and it is the latter that confiitutes the Law of 
Nations, and which, abftradled from any 
previous Convention, binds and obliges all 
Nations, and all People, to help pne another 
to the fame Advantages, and mutually give 
each other the fame Honours, as Brothers of 
one Family. It is in Coofcquence of this ge- 
neral 
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neral and fovereign Law, that all Societies are 
authorized to hold together, in order to em- 
ploy FoFce againft Rebels, and punifli them 
by War and Slavery, and fuch Defolation as 
attends the fame, whenever they dare to tram- 
ple upon thofe facred Laws of Mankind, 

CHAP. IIL 

THESE two original and fupreme Laws 
muft, in all Ages, have been produdive 
of particular Laws, more or lefs extenfive and 
durable, according as Nature and Humanity 
required it, both being liable to confiderable 
Changes through the Weaknefs and Defedl 
of Matter. The grofs Exhalations from their 
Fund of Corruption, would at laft have eclipfed 
the two Laws I am fpeaking of, had not the 
Author and Protedtor of Nature, who is alfo 
the Father and Guardian of Men, taken Care 
to draw thefe two architeSonick Laws from 
behind the Clouds and Mifts which hid them 
from mortal Eyes. This is the Occafion and 
the Necefljty of the divinely revealed Law, 
and the fole and principal Source of all human 
Laws, which cannot acknowledge any other 
H Foundation 



98 The Strength of Laws. Part IL 

Foundation than the Law of Nature and Hu- 
manity, adapted to Times and Places, to the 
Weaknefs, Cuftoms and Conveniences of 
Men. 

I HOPE I have, in the firft Part of this Work, 
fufficiently (hewn the Contradidlions and Ob- 
fcurities in which Men have involved the 
Source of Laws, and how they have conceal- 
ed from themfelves the moft effential Truths, 
in fpight of the Efforts of Nature and Huma- 
nity, to preferve within their Breafts the 
Ground and the Subftance thereof. I even 
flatter myfelf to have proved, that it cannot 
be lawful to any one to rely on his own Dif- 
cernment, nor on the Knowledge of other In- 
dividuals^ to penetrate into and inveftigate 
the Laws of Nature and Humanity, and dif- 
fipate the Mifts in which they are involved, in 
Confequence of Man's Corruption. So that 
unlefs the fupreme Deity himfelf intervene 
by his paternal Care, to enlighten and ftrengthen 
us in this painful Taik, we can make no Pro- 
grefs in it : All our Efforts to this Purpofp 
would be fruitlefs, and probably pernicious, 
as is evident by the great Number of Differ- 
tations on Nature and Humanity, publifhed 

within 
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within thefe thirty Years by the pretended 
Free-Reafbners. 

In fine, I doubt not but a little Refledion 
on the Multiplicity and Variety of human 
Laws, with which we are bdet on every Side, 
will force us to confefs, i. That Man is very 
fick, fince he requires fo many different Me- 
dicines, and fuch extraordinary Regimens, to 
preferve him. 2. That all this does riot pro- 
duce the intended Effed:, fince new Prefcrip- 
dons are. always wanting, to repair the De- 
fed: of the preceding Medicines. 3. That 
our Expedations firom all thofe we might yet 
invent, are no better grounded. And, 4thly, 
that were they all laid afidc and abolifhed, 
the World would immediately fall into the 
moft deplorable and fatal Chaos imaginable, 
and in Icfs than one Generation be irrecovera- 
bly loft. 

This is what the wifeft Legiftators and 
moft celebrated Civilians have unanimoufly 
confeflTcd in their learned Works ; and to dis- 
pute it with them, would be downright 
Madnefe. And yet it cannot be denied, that 
all human Laws, or, at leaft, the greatcft Part 

H 2 of 
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of them, are an Emanation from the Law 
of Nature and Humanity, but fo confufed 
and uncertain, that Corruption has been very 
frequently taken for Nature, and Prejudice 
for Humanity, And hence it is, that it is no 
Rarity to find Laws aniiong Mankind that 
favour Vice and give a Sanation to Crimes : 
So that the Evil goes on increafing without 
End or Meafure, unlefs the extreme Damage 
accruing froni it roiize Mankind, and urge 
them to fhake off this tyrannical and cruel 
Yoke, in order to fubmit to another, which 
fometimesis not worth the Trouble of an 
Exchange. 

But even though the Emanation were good, 
and the Fund from whence the human Law 
is derived were pure Nature itfelf, we could 
not expedt much from it; for ii^ pafling 
through fuch corrupt Hands asthofe of mor- 
tal Men, it cannot fail of contradling Stains 
and Impurities in the Execution : Therefore 
they cannot avoid redifying and purifying it 
now and then, and giving it a new Degree of 
Adtivityand Strength, that it may produce 
its EfFeds. Hence it is, that even the reveal- 
ed Law has been liable to Reforms, and to 

be 
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be new modelled fometimes, in order to fult 
itfelf to the Weaknefs and Infirmities of hu- 
man Nature -y juft as the beft Aliments and 
the fineft Garments ftand in Need of being al- 
tered or fcoured, on Account of the Stains or 
Foulnefs unavoidably contradled by internal 
Digeftion, or external Exhalations. This is 
the foie Source of the Obfcurities, and the 
Difficulty of interpreting, which are objected 
to the written Word of God : Men have 
mixed their Prejudices and Weakneffes with 
it*. Refped: it as you ought, and you will 
immediately find it as clear, cafy, lively, 
jftrong and falutary, as can be wifhed : But 
while you raife about it a filthy, thick Mift, 
exhaling from a depraved Imagination, in 
vain you fcek therein that perfedl Purity 
which correfponds with the facred Source 
from whence it flows. 
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BUT this is not all. The Laws wan^ 
Strength ; and therefore muft perifli in 
proc^fs of Time, or fail in their intended Ef- 
feft. I fpeak here of the Law only as hu- 
i^iana,. fi nee every Law, whatever it be, be- 
comes human the Moment it behoves Men 
to underftand, embrace, and execute it. The 
Law in itielf may be robuft and ftrong in the 
higheft Degree, and yet became weak as foon 
as it falls into our Hands ; juft like Sampjhn 
on j!>aJiIah's Knees, or the hardefl Steel in a 
Furnace. 

But do not imagine that I mean the out- 
ward Strength of the Laws, as corporal Pu- 
nifhment. Infamy, and Death: So far from 
it, that I account all this but as the weakeft 
Side of the Laws, as will be feen in the Se- 
quel. All Force in the Hands of Men par- 
takes of their .Weaknefs and Indolence : The 
more rigorous the Conimination, the lefs it 
obtains its End. Ambng the mofl barbarous 

Nations, 
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Nations, where there is lefs Regard to Hu- 
manity, they infenfibly grow fo obdurate, as 
to make light of the moft ignominious and 
fevere Penalties ; nay, they glory in bidding 
them Defiance : Death is but too frequently 
a Benefit to defperate Villains, and in England 
%o fuch Perfons as are ever fo little weary of 
Life. On the contrary, civilized and polifhed 
People cannot but be very fparing of Tor- 
ments and cruel Executions, as finding them 
but little proportionate to the Crime : So that 
Delinquents flatter themfelves that they fliall 
eafily efcape, and do but too frequently efcape 
Punifhment. - 

Many Legiflators are much mifiaken in 
fuppofing all Men perfedlly equal. This is 
very far from being true. A Barbarian is bar- 
barous both in Pleafure and in Pain, Barba- 
rifm being rooted in him. A Man that is po- 
liflied and improved, is polite and refined in 
his Pleafures and his Sorrows, in Proportion 
to the Education he has had. We muft rea- 
fon upon Men as they are, and not as they 
ought to be, or as we would have them; 
unlefs we had, by long Difcipline, like Mifios 
or Lycurgusy fucceeded in inftilling Sentiments 

H 4 into 
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into the People, adequate to the grand Objed 
of the Legiflator. Thus it is, that ail out- 
ward Force becomes Weaknefs, with refpcd 
to the Law, when the Mind of Man is not 
prepared and fitted for the intended EfFed:. 

Death and Torments do indeed (hock every 
Man at firft Sight 5 but let him not dwell 
long upon them, for their hideous Afpedt in- 
feniibly vanifties, and he may even come to 
wifh for and embrace them, if once, difre- 
garding the Didlates of Religion and Self- 
prefervation, he is ftrongly pofTeffed with 
Sentiments of Honour, Glory, Love for his 
Country, Tendprnefs for his Wife and Chil- 
dren, and fometimes for a Friend. How 
many fine Refledipns might be made on all 
thefe Articles ! after which we might afk M^ 
de MontefquioUy Whether nothing elfe but the 
Hope of eternal Rewards promifed by Reli- 
gion makes Men efcape the Legijlator ? I know 
not whether he would dare to deny, that the 
Spirit of Patriotifm among the Greeks and 
RomanSy a Miftrefs admired by all the World, 
the Point of Honour in War among the 
French yznd meer Infatuation alone in Englandy 
might not do as much ? Why did he ftrike 
at Religion only ? 

Neithei^ 
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Neither can I forbear obferving, that as 
the moft excruciating Pains do not laft long, 
the Thoughts of their being foon over greatly 
abates the Torment ; fo that Death itfelf is but 
too frequently confidered as a Benefit, by 
Men languifliing in Pain, and much more by 
fuch as are fuddenly feized with a violent 
Terror : Then they freely leap into the Jaws 
of Death, as into an Afylum. Nay, the bare 
Profpedt of publick Infamy will urge Men 
to this, and Women alfo, at leaft among the 
Inhabitants of the Ifland of Ceylon^ where 
they demur not at leaping into the Flames 
of their Hufbands Funeral Pile% 

I SHALL not dwell at prefent on the de- 
ceitful Hope of moft Delinquents to cfcape 
the Punifhment decreed by the- Law ; this 
being fo notorious that all the World allows, 
that . three Fourths of the Criminals on the 
Face of the Earth become fo only through this 
Illufion, Not but that there are an infinite 
Number of Inftances, where Oflfendcrs have 
taken their Meafures fo well, that they effec- 
tually fruftrated the Purfuits of Juftice, and 
pfcaped Puniflimcnt ; were \% not for this, fo 

many 
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many ^en would not be the Dupes of it. 
But thofe Wretches, becoming bolder and 
more hardened by the Succefs of their firft 
Attempts, repeat their Crimes afterwards with 
{o little Circumfpedion, that moft of them 
fail not of being apprehended, and paying at 
laft the juft Penalty of their Deeds. 

We muft not imagine that this is owing to 
any Relaxation or Remiflhefs in the Magi- 
jftrates ; for it will always be a Queftibn, whe- 
ther the Frequency of publick Executions is 
more advantageous than their Rarity. It is 
clearly decided by the Teftimony of all Hi- 
ftories, that whenever a Sovereign Prince has 
fet himfelf to aft with inflexible Severity 
againft Offenders, and fully exerted the Power 
he was pofleffed of, it was then that his own 
Weaknefs appeared, through the Oppofition 
made by the People, who were alarmed, 
foured, and driven to the laft Extremities : So 
that the conftant Remedy, in fuch Cafes, was 
to reform the Goyernment, and blunt a little 
the Edge of the Laws. The beft Subjeft of 
a Prince is perfeftly fenfible of his own Weak- 
nefs, and ever afraid of committing a Fault ; 
But when he fees rigorous Vengeance de- 
nounced 
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xiounccd againft the lighteft Offences, he im- 
mediately fides with the Guilty, though in- 
nocent himfelf, and abhorring. a Crime 5 and 
then the Weaknefs of the Government be- 
comes ihanifeft. 

Thus the Strength of Laws cannot lie 
folely in the Penalties denounced; and the 
Punifhments inflifted on Criminals, as thefe 
are often eluded, and fomctimes endured with- 
out the. leaft Concern : They never deter Men 
from Wickednefs, unlefs they fincerely dr^ad 
them, and entertain no Hopes of efcaping 
them. In order to fear, we muft love the 
Good which .we are to be deprived of by the 
Puriiihment decreed againft Offenders : And 
fo in the Cafe of loving, the Objedt of our 
Love muft be well known ; it muft perfuade 
us of the perfedl Happinefs we. lliall have in 
poffeffing and preferving it. A Man that leads 
a miferable Life in a poor Village, or wretched 
Town, where he has few or no Relations, 
and no Profpedt of bettering his Condition, 
will not much regard Banifhment for a Mif- 
demeanor. Another that has taken his Leave 
of Honour, and caft Shame behind his Back, , 
by the moft profligate Manners, is not in the 

leaft 
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lead concerned at the Pillory. It is no Ra- 1 „ 
rity to fee miferabic Wretches fell themfelves I , 
for Galley-flaves. 
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BU T what renders all human Laws ftill 
weaker, is the Article of Rewards, which 
all Legiflators have almoft quite forgot 3 or 
elfe they durft not touch upon it, for want 
of Means. The incomparable Mofes is the 
only one that makes it walk Hand in Hand 
with Penalties 5 and perhaps none but he 
could do it, confidering that the Prpmifes and 
Menaces from his Mouth were guarantied by 
divine Omnipotence, 

All other Legiflators have been defedive 
in this Point, and feeqi to have regarded Men 
as Creatures to whom no greater Favour can 
be fhewn than not tormenting them, or not 
taking away their Life. Is there any thing 
more fhocking to human Nature ? Thofe Le- 
giflators will indeed tell you, that they could 
not do otherwife, as having always fuppdfed 
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a rfioufand honeft Men to one Knave. How 
then could they provide Rccompences for the 
Thoufand? That, moreover,, good Men are 
but juft what they ought to be, to bear their 
own Reward in Hand, by enjoying the Be- 
nefits of Society, which cannot fail them, 
when every one does his Duty, and the Wick- 
ed are caft out and punifhed. 

This as eafily faid : But, i. There is not, 
perhaps, one in a thoufand that ftriftly per- 
forms his Duty rand the leaft Deficiency is 
attended with pernicious Confequence^, whiqh 
fbmetimes go on increafing without End. The 
Foundations of Society are fapped and under- 
mined by petty Offences, and not by great 
Crimes, the latter being foon difcovered and 
chaftizcd. 2. It is not fufficient that we do 
no Harm to others; we muft do them as 
much Good as they do usj nay, we fhould, 
by our Benefadtions and good Offices, meet 
thofe that are coldefl and mofl flothful to do 
us Service, as is fhewn by the Laws of Me- 
chanifm. 3. No People in the World think 
themfelves happy, becaufe they have barely a 
Livelihood for themfelves and their Families, 
which is very feldom the Cafe of the lower 

Clafs 
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Clafs of People, who are the Majority in all 
Nations. 

The general Senfe of Mankind is well (ti 
forth in thefe Words^ Beatus populus qui Jcit 
jubilationem. It is that Joy, arifing from Plea- 
fures and Diverfions, which makes a Peopk 
think themfelves happy, and not hefitate to 
facrifice every Thing in Defence of that Form 
of Government which makes them happy, 
and frequently allows them Specflacles and Di- 
verfions. This makes them Amends for all 
their Cares and Toils to- earn a Subfiftence. 
Man is naturally fo fitted for Pleafure, that 
the Moment it is in Sight he almoft inftantly 
forgets all former Sorrows j e^ecially in Shows 
and publick Diverfions giren hy the Prince or 
chief Magiftratcs, where a great deal of Mo- 
ney is fcattered and otherwife circulated among 
the People, who thereby enjoy for a while 
the, NecefTaries of Life in great Plenty. Every 
Man had rather have Pain and Pleafure alter- 
natively, than to be always without either. 
The Privation of every Kind of Eafe and In- 
dulgence is a continual Martyrdom. 

This was well underftood by all civilized 
and poliflied Nations : The Greeks and Romani 

^ had 
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had fufficiently learned from the Eajkrn Na- 
tions, that the People muft now and then 
liave Feftivals, Spedacles, and publick Di~ 
v.erfions. Even the Barbarians have fome- 
thing of this Kind, though grofs and rough 
as their Manners ; nor do I know of any Peo- 
ple, living in Society, that has not ftated 
TTimes for publick Aflembliefi, in Honour of 
their Gods, to commemorate their Vidories, 
or to celebrate Marriages, and perform fune- 
ral Rites. If we may credit the Relations of 
Travellers, in the remoteft Parts of the Eajly. 
they divert, the People, two or three Times 
a Year, with Feftivities which are not a litde 
lafcivious : This is carrying the Thing too far ^ 
and I fancy the great Admirer of the Orien- 
tals would be very much puzzled to find an 
'Excufe for it. The great Legiflator of. the 
'Je'ws very wifely blended Religion with Policy 
in all this: And indeed thefe two principal. 
Guides of Mankind ought always to adt in 
Concert, otherwife Policy cannot long fupport 
itfelf. 

The military Laws plainly prove, that there- 
muft be Rewards, as well as Piinifliments, to 
nqiake the Soldiers obey : And accordingly we - 

fee 
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fee that they are the moft refpedted. If Sol- 
diers had nothing but Punifhments to fair, 
and no Rewards to expeft, the Army would 
foon difperfe: Fear would make nothing, but 
Cowards, and extinguifh every Spark of Gc- 
nerofity and Heroifm. Military Laws ar€ 
certainly the beft enforced, becaufe they hold 
Recompences in one Hand, and Penalties in 
the other : Yet they are not ftrong enough to 
produce an infallible and general EiFe<5l. They 
are indeed better than other Laws, but not fo 
good as they fhould ^ be : And the Reafon of 
it is, that all Soldiers have not the fame due 
Senfe of the Evils they are threatened with, 
and the good Things promifed them. This 
inward Perfuafion is the Mafter-key to the 
•Game. 

The Republics that had moft Succefs in 
the World, are thofe that appointed honora^ 
Recompences for fuch Members of Society 
as made a Figure in Arms, Learning, and 
moral Virtues : But the Profpeds of fuch Re- 
Wards could not take with any but thofe Per- 
fons who had a Senfe of Honour, and adored 
the Idol of Liberty, after the People had 
t>cen trained up to it by a careful Education 

and 
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and ftrift Difcipline, and confirmed thereih by 
the publick Feftivitics and Spedtacles. It is 
certain, that neither Rewards nor Pudifhments 
can have any Influence over Mens Adtions, 
unlefe they be invsrardly^ perfuaded thereof^ 
and cleave fo fail to the good TJhings prof- 
fered them, as to efteem Life a Burden if they 
are difappointed of them, or have no Hopes 
of {iofleffing them. In fine, this Perfuafion 
is always the Key to the Game, as may be 
amply proved by Inftances and Comparifons 
drawn from Phyfic. 

You feldom fee a Man calmly putting to 
his Lips a Cup of deadly Poifon, becaufe the 
Perfuafion is general, that it will infallibly oc- 
cafion a painful Death, and that there is no 
Pleafure in tailing it. On the contrary, it is 
no Rarity to fee Men eat Mufhrooms, and, 
cohabit with Proftitutes, being led aftray by 
the fenfual Pleafures they expeft from them ; 
for they flatter themfelves that no Harm will 
come to them, or, at the worfl:, that they 
fhall always have Time enough to apply a 
Remedy. But when we come to be fincerely 
perfuaded, that there is no great Pleafure vx 
Tafting, and that the Rifque of being de- 

I ftroyed 
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ftroyed is infinitely greater, nobody will any 
longer dare to make the Experinieiit : And 
if any one ventures upon it, he is condemned 
by all and pitied by none ; efpeeially as it is 
pretended, that ev^ry Man who is not deliri- 
ous, ought to be guided by general Perfuafion 
in Affairs of Confequence. 

But this is not yet all. » Pliyficians tell us, 
xitsxrAprenJione fa il cafoj according to the 
Italian .Proverb. Whenever an Objeft, that 
has no Manner of Exiftence, is realized by 
the Strength of Imagination, the fame Effed 
follows as if the Objeft was real. We have 
fometimes feen Don ^ixots perform as noble 
Exploits as any done by die Heroes of Anti- 
quity for their Country and the Sake of Ho- 
nour and Glory. A ftrong Imagination fome- 
times takes away the Reality of Objcds, 
and fometimes realizes Chimeras. IntemaJ 
Perfuafion is tiierefore the chief Spring of hu- 
man Adtions, and- of the Paffions that influ- 
ence us : And this is what every wife. Legi- 
flator muft endeavour to produce, if he woulA 
give any Strength to his Laws. 

CHAP. 
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NLESS Men be thoroughly perfuaded, 
that they cannot enjoy the good Things 
tKcy have in View, nor avoid the Evils they 
dread moft, but by fulfilling the Laws, every 
I/^w will be weak and languid, and generally 
prpduce no EfFeft. In order to enervate a Law, 
it )s fufiklent that we may flatter oqrfelves 
wifh the Hope of enjoying Pleafures, and 
avoidijjg P^in, without obeying it ;. which is 
Imt too frequently the Cafe. 

■V, 

Yet the Perfuafion that one Thing is good, 
and another evil, will not be fiiffiycient to 
make us purfue the former and fhufl the lat- 
ter: We mufl alfo he perfuaded, that the 
Good is abfolutely neceffary, and the Evil in- 
tolerably gr^ous. Aljl Mankind are not ge-' 
nerally agreed in their Notions qf Good and 
Evil, which is owing to the want of Reflec- 
tion : But induce them to refled ferioufly 
thereon, and you'll find them well enough 
agreed in the Main ; the Generality being for 
I 2 delightful 
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delightful Senfations; and almoft all having 
mi Averfion to Pain. They readily iaUow, that 
the Permanent is preferable to the Tranfient, 
the Solid to the Empty, and the Real to the 
Imaginary : Neverthelefs, as in the Circle of 
Pleafures there are fome which are incompa- 
tible with eacK other, and we muft make our 
Option between them, 'it happens but too of- 
ten that Mens free Choice is differently made, 
according as they are differently difpofed. As 
for Evils and Pains, they are all rejedcd, 
through a natural Repugnance: But it fre- 
quently happens, that Prejudice, Ignorance 
and even Knowledge, make us, naturally 
enough, prefer fome Evil or Pain, that pre- 1 
ferves us from a greater Mifchief, or clfe feems | 
to lead us to fome Good, which we long for, 
and which we cheerfully purchafe, by encjuf- 
ing an AfHidion, without which, we are per- 
fuaded, it cannot be obtained. 

In fine, by long enjoying Pleafure, and 
conflantly fuffering Pain, the Senfe of both is 
impaired : Their Edge is blunted, and by De- 
grees we are, enured to do without the for- 
mer, and to bear the latter -, as is demonftrable 
by the Habit of Labour and Study, in which 

at 
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at laft we take Delight, after having feme 
Time made it a Duty. Hence it is that a Law, 
which might preferve you from any Pain, or> 
procure you a certain Pleafure, would in Time 
become cold and languid ; and foon after quite 
ufelefs, nay, perhaps odious, as might be 
proved by numberlefs Examples. A Law that 
procured to a Child the Pleafure of fatiating 
himfelf with Fruits and Sweat-meats, and freed 
him from the Neceffity of learning to read, 
write, ftudy, &c. might have a vaft Force 
and Influence over him in his Infancy :. But 
as foon as he is no longer fo fond of Fruits, 
and begins to be defirous of the Honour of 
Appearing among well-bred Men, that Law 
has no more Strength with him, nay, he per- 
haps detefts it. It is not the Law that changes . 
tjie Change is in Man, and Pleafure and Pain, 
change along with him. 

Now, I defy any Man to perfuade him-- 
felf, that he fhall not die, or that the Joys 
and Affliaions of this Life will not change y 
So that he may depend on the continual En- 
joyment of the former, and Defpair of a De- 
Uverance from the latter. The more we re- 
lief, the more we are qonvinced of it: But, 
J 3 without 
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without much Refledion, all Men in general 
diftruft the cohftaht Duration of prefent good 
add bad Fortune, and fofefee a thoufand Pof- 
fibilities and Ptobabilities of a fudden Turn : 
And this muft be fet down as another Caufe 
of Weakilefs in human Laws. It requires the 
utmoft Skill to ward off the terrible Blow it 
gives theol j and P very much dqubt, while 
People have no Ideas of Good and Evil, but 
with rerpetSt to this Life, whether any Laws 
can be fotind ftrong enough to keep them 
v/ithih the jUft Bounds of their Duty. Much 
lefs can they be perfuaded, that the Pleafures 
they propofe to themfelves, and the AfHidions 
they endeavour to ftiun, depend on the Ob- 
fervance of the Llvs^ : A thoufand Refledrotis, 
and ten thouFaiid Examples, daily fuggeft 
to them, that Pleafure may be obtained, and 
Pain avoided, abftradedly from the Laws, and 
fometimes 'even by infringing them. ^ The 
World does not waiit for a certaift depraved 
Tafte, which delights in flying in th^ Face 
of the Law itfelf^ and looks upon as Aft into- 
lerable Yoke the falutary Right it affumes o*er 



us. 
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The Premifcs being duly copfidered, can 
you imagine that the Law would have much 
Strength in the Hands of Men that had no 
Knowledge of, nor Relifli for any thing, but 
the mutable and perifhable Goods of this mor- 
tal Life ? If our pretended Free-Thinkers had/ 
any Regard for Confci^ce and Sinaerity, I 
fhould readily refer the Decifion of this Poiut 
to their fingle Tcftimony : For, with thenj, - 
every Law is only an imaginary Being, a 
mighty Nothing, or rather a hideous Phantomt 
M. Je Montefquiou^ who vouchfafes to make a 
Shew of his Religion, has fuffered himfelf tQ 
be mifled by fuch Dodrines in i^v^&i Places 
in his Spirit of LawSy and particularly in the 
2d Chapter of the 26th Book, where he very 
ingenuoufly &ys. There are States where the 
Laws are nothings or only a capricious and tran-^ 
Jttory Will of the Sovereign. From wWnce I 
cannot help inferring, that there muft likewife 
be States, where the Law^ arfe a real Some^ 
thing : But I defire no more at prefent than 
this fingle iincere ConfeiSbn j for I am very 
fenfible, that the Laws are nothing with the 
People of fuch a State. Oh ! how defpkable 
mijft the Sovereigns of that State be, fince the 
I 4 . Laws 
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Laws that eftablifli and fecure them> are re- 
puted as nothing by their People ! 



C H A P. VIL 

ALL Legiflators have been of a qiiite dif- 
ferent Way of Thinking, in regard to 
•this capital Article. They were very far from 
being ignorant, that Strength is always relative 
to the Subjeft, and to the Objedl itfelf j and 
that a real and potent Being may be deemed 
very weak, if it meets with a Refiftance equal 
to its Power. Wherefore, they all conceived, 
that in order to make their Laws prevail, they 
muft begin with grounding their People in an 
invincible Perfuafion of eternal Rewards and 
Puniftiments, never more to be fufceptible of 
Change. It is thus that a prudent Phyfician, 
though firmly perfuaded, that a certain Regi- 
men is abfolutely neceflary for preferving the 
Life, and reftoring the Health of his Patient, 
will not attempt to make him enter upon it, 
and relifh it, without fetting before him the 
Danger he is in, and the Pleafures that will 
attend his perfeft Recovery.' Now, all this is 

very 
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very real, in whatever Light you view it, or 
whatever Turn you give it. 

N^ODERN Innovators have idly jeftcd upon 
Minos J Lycurgusy Numa^ ^ and others, who, 
to give Weight and Strength to their Laws, 
promulgated them as Emanations from the 
Deity. Thofe illuftrious Men underftood, 
much better. than our great Scholars, human 
Nature, the Strength of Laws, and that di- 
vine Right over Men, which is the Preroga- 
tive of the Deity alone. I am afliamed of it, 
and yet I muft obferve, that even Mahomet^ 
of all Mortals the moft vain anci prefumptuous, 
reafoned abundantly better than certain incre- 
dulous Pedants. They do, indeed, make a 
great' Pother about Impofture, but would find 
it a very difficult Tafk to prove any; fince, 
for aught they know, fome Intelligence or 
Daemon may have guided thofe antient Legi- 
flators, or elfe fome folitary Philofopher, who, 
like SocrafeSj might have, or pretend to have> 
a familiar Spirit. Muft the World believe, 
upon the bare Word of certain Literatiy that 
there are no fuch Beings as Daemons and in- 
corporeal Intelligences ? Their arbitrary War- 
rant for it, conimonly goes down with none 

but 
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but thofc that refemblb them. The Bulk of 
Mankind require Proofs, and not Aifi^rtioss 
and Doftrines which tend only to break all the 
Bands capable of keeping us within the juft 
RuJes and Bpunds of Society. 

; But I may very pofitivdy affert^ without 
Fear of Contradidlion, that the Teftimcmy of 
Mino^y LycurguSy Numuy and of every other 
original Legiflator, not excepting Mabomety 
proves that the Deity muft intervene to bind 
Men s and that without the religious Venera- 
tion which is naturally due to him, on Ac- 
count of his Omnipotence, and infinite Good- 
nefs, the EfFeiSs of which reach beyond 
this mortal Life, it is impoffible to give any 
Strength and Confiftence to the Laws which 
it is neceffary to make Men obferve, in order 
to render them as happy as poflible. When 
once thi$ Perfuafion is deeply rooted in Men, 
whom Nature invites to embrace it, nothing 
then remains but to demonftrate the neceffiiry 
Correfpbndence between human Condu<a and 
the Deity, whether with regard to his fupreme 
Nature, or with refpea: to his Oefign in 
creating the World, and Man, who is indif- 
putably the principal Agent therein. Asfoon 

as 



ds ihis Chalh is well linked, Vft m^y dx^ 
fifty humaA Power to break it. 

Bttt We muft take gfe&t Care not to fall 
into a Miftake in reafoning upbn Laws with 
i-efpeft to Men, And always nicely diftinguilh 
interhal Will frbm external Execution. I 
fexpecaed to find in our celebrated Civilians 
fbme important Refleftion on this Headj 
but perhaps 1 bv^erlooked it, or cannot recol- 
iedt it. Nothing is generally propofed but 
the Execution of the Law, without minding 
whether the People will underftand, approve, 
arid fincerely defirc the Law : But, without 
this, the Execution is only tranfient and de- 
ceitful ; and as it depends no lefs on the in- 
ternal Will, than on external Means, fo the 
latter do not always depend on Men, nor on 
the Law. 

A Battalion is commanded to relieve 
another at Break of Day, in order to defend 
at Fort o;i the oppofite Side of a River. In 
the Night the Waters fwell to fuch a Degree, 
that the Bridge is broke down, and all the 
Boats carried away; and, to complete the 
Misfortune, the River is not fordable. It is 

not 
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not fuppofcd that the Soldiers have learned 
to fwiiii ; and if they had, they could not do 
it in Order of Battle. However, the Batta- 
lion comes to the River Side early in the Morn- 
ing, and by all Means would pafs over to the 
Poft of Honour : But they are obliged to 
fetch Boats from a great Diftance; in ^c 
mean Time the Enemy attack the Fort, and 
the Garrifon, that fliould have been relieved, 
has the Honour of repulfing them. This is 
not the Fault, but the Misfortune, of the 
Battalion that could not crofs the River. The 
Application is plain enough ; yet I think 
this Point deferves a little farther Confide- 
ration. 



CHAP, 
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CHAP VIIL 

TO make Men aft, they muft be made 
willing ; and this cannot be done by 
Force. Without playing upon Words, I fhall 
only fay what is palpable to all the World. 
Our Will is always free^ when \ye prefer to 
a good Thing, which we are very fond of, an 
Evil that we don't like, but which we muft 
fwallow down, in order to prevent a greater 
Damage: Without this the greateft Violence ' 
is meer Weaknefs. How can any Violence be 
offered to a Man that does not dread the Lofs 
of Life, Eftate, and Honour, and is fo har- 
dened as to laugh at Tortures, Dungeons, and 
Infamy ? It is therefore a natural Attachment 
to thofe Things that determines his Will; 
without this all your Efforts are loft upon him 5 
he can neither will nor adt. External Force 
may indeed put his Legs and Arms in Mo- 
tion i but it is not he that Adts then. This^ 
is the Principle of which the Stoicks have made 
fo great an Abufe. • 

What makes us will, is the Knowledge 
of the Good we propofe to ourfelves, as de- 
pending 
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pending on the Adion which we undertake 
to do : Sometimes it is the Plenty of Means 
that offer, and excite our Will by the Facility 
of afting; and laftly, it is Neceflity, in the 
Senfc alreaidy explained, for we cannot liglp 
willing our Well-being. But, in the main, 
all this comes to the fame End : It is ridicu- 
Iqus to fay, that we will, without knowing 
why ; and all fober, fenfible Men look upon 
k ag downright Folly to will we know not 
what. 

Indeed there arc many who fometimes will 
Things, which they have no clear and di/linA 
Knowledge of; nay, it is no Rarity to will 
through Curiofity : But to propofe fomething 
to ourfelves as a Good, there muft always be 
a competent Knowledge. We are fometimes 
deceived by Appearances ; but we give over 
the Purfuit, as foon as Experience has unde- 
ceived us, or we have liftcnccj to tlie.whol- 
fome Warning given us. It would be very 
wrong to call that Will, which is only a faint 
or tranfient Attempt termed Velleity. For an 
ailing Principle there muft be a fufBcient 
Knowledge, capi^ble, of exciting Lov.e, and. 
thereby determining our Will to feck proper 

Means 
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Meao? to acquire tke beloved Objed:, sis the 
Underftanding faggefts to every one, accordr 
iog to the Meafure of his Capacity. 

Every Man naturally enough apprehends, 
that what he makes with his own Hands, 
cannot have more Virtue and Efficacy than^ 
he gives it That Gratitude to the Author cjf 
Nature, and a refpeAful Dependence on him, 
are very proper, as he is the Source of all 
Bleflings, and our Deliverer from all Evils ; 
and likewifc to Parents who Tbave loved and 
educated us, and provided for all our Wants. 
Does not every one that behaves fo to his 
Children, or to any other Perfon> expeiSt pro- 
per Returns for it ? As we fhould not like to 
be killed, to be robbed of our Wives, fpoiled 
of our Goods, or ftabbed in our Reputation, 
we readily apprehend, clearly and diftinftly 
enough, that we muft not do fo to others, 
nor fet an Example that would invite them 
to make Reprifais. Who is it that does not 
perceive, that this would be like one Man 
entering the Lifts againft Thoufand^ ? Here 
then is the ftrong Law jhat perfuades, and 
makes us aft : No iboner is it underftood^ than 
we ailent to it heartily and fincerely. 

But 



iiS TTbe Strength of Laws. Paut 11 

But it loon happens, that one of our Fel- 
low Creatures offends or attacks us 5 or we 
are feized \yith a violent Paffion, which maifes 
us long ardently for our Neighbour's Wife, 
or his Goods, or inftigates us to blaft his Re- 
putation, if it traverfes our Purfuits and Dc- 
figns. Then indeed the divine and . human 
Law, which we fo highly approved andfin- 
cerely loved while Reafon was calm, appears 
to us in another Light when difturbed : Wc 
look upon it as an uneafy Yoke 5 we can no 
longer fo freely confent to it, but feel an In- 
clination to refift it, and to attempt any thing 
in order to elude its Effefts. Here then is 
the feeble Law ; and it is on Account of 
this Weaknefs that Endeavours are ufed to 
ftrengthen it by Menaces and Promifes, which 
certainly were not necefiary in the former 
Cafe- 

And now will you fay, that Men were weak 
when the Law guided them fo eafily, but that 
they are now ftronger ? On the contrary, they 
are funk to the loweft Degree of Weaknefs ; 
and 'tis their Inability to know, relifli, and 
execute the Law, that hinders its EfFeft. 
Perhaps they really wifh they were able to do 

what 
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what the Law ordains ; but Strength is want- 
ing to take any bold Step towards it : Or, pof- 
fibly, they may be covered with fuch grois, 
thick Darknefs, that they no longer difcern 
any Light, and cannot ftir from the Situation 
they are in. 

A Man in extreme want of Sleep, or 
finking under exceflive Fatigue, pining with 
Hunger, parched with Thirft, overwhelmed 
with Grief, diftra£ted with excruciating Pain ; 
or elfe fuddenly feized with a pannic Terror, 
fome impetuous Paffion, or an inveterate Ha- 
bit that gives him an invincible Bias ; in thefe 
Cafes he will rather fufFer a thoufand Deaths^ 
thaii take the leaft Step in the Track of a Law 
which he always approved and loved, and even 
formerly followed. If you would make him 
aflent to it and fulfil if, firfl take him out* of 
the deep Mire in which he flicks faft 5 for 
while he remains in that deplorable State, no 
Law can have Power enough to make him 
ad. 



K CHAP, 
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C H A P. IX. 

BUT ftill this is not fufficient : He, mufl 
be furnifhed with the Means requifitie 
for the Adtion propo:(pd by the Law, as well 
in pofitive as negative Duties; for if thofc ' 
Means be wanting, even the Will itfelf, the 
ftronger it is, and the more it ftrives to a<3 
efFedtually, fo much the greater Torment it 
occafions. But, youll fay, why {houW a Man 
willy when the Means are wanting ? I anfwer, 
that he is inclined to will^ by the Know^ledge 
the Law gives him, though it does not at the 
fame Time furnifli him with Means to exe- 
cute, '^e cannot help loving and delfiring 
what to us feems fair and good s but the 
Means to attain it are not within us, nor is it 
always in our Power to procure them oppor- 
tunely ; which is too often the Cafe in Sick- 
nefs. In Health one may feek and get a Live- 
lihood s but in Sicknefs we can neither do 
that, nor find Medicines, without the chari- 
table Affiftance of thofe who are in Health. 

From 
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From all this I may furely conclude, 
I. That it is in vain for any Law to impofe 
a Duty on us, which our Knowledge inwardly 
coritradidls, and repre(enfs as an Evil. We 
might indeed fometimes conform to it againft 
the Grain, to falve Appearances : But whjlt 
would not Men do to difpenfe with Confor- 
mity, as often as it could be done without 
Danger of lofing any thing that is dear to 
them ? Now, if the Damage vt^hich they pre- 
fume attends the Obfervance of the Law, 
exceeds what they might fuftain by tranf- 
grcfling, it is certain that they will never ob- 
fcrve it : And it is impoffible always to fet the 
Fcaaky of tranfgreffing higher than the Piin 
they thiiik they endure in obeying. The 
more rigorous the Comminations, the left 
Jleafon there is to inflid: them on Tranf- 
greflbrs. 

IL Supposing our Knowledge did not bear 
Witncfs againft the Law, if it does not teftify 
in favour of it, this is fufficient to prevent its 
being fulfilled 3 for, in this Cafe, we fhould 
no longer ad: willingly, but indolently, which 
is next to, not a<amg at all. Nor would it help 

K 2 us 
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us out in the Argument, to fuppofe Men arc 
Bcafts: As beftial as they might be, they 
would neverthelefs be continually reaibning, 
and the worfe they reafoned, fo much the 
worfe for the Laws and the Legiflator. Can 
it be denied, that the moft ignorant Nations 
arc the moft rcmifs Obfervers of the Laws, 
and the moft inclined to ftiake off the Yoke, 
and totally change or abolifh them ? And how 
fhould they do otherwife, if they know neither 
the Juftice nor the Utility of the Law, nor 
the Right it has to their Obedience ? On the 
contrary, the firmeft and moft vigorous Ad- 
herents to their Laws, are fuch as . have moft 
Knowledge, and are beft perfuaded oi the 
Goodnefs of the Law, and of the Benefits 
acquired by obferving it. Sometimes this 
Perfuafion is carried even to Obftinacy and 
Enthufiafm, of which the Sybarites^ in an- 
cient Hiftory, afford a remarkable Inftance. . 

IIL It is not fufEcient, that we are fenfible 
of the Neceflity of the Law, that we approve 
of it, love it, and fincerely defire it : The 
Obftacles muft alfo be removed, and proper 
Means provided for its Accomplifhmcnt ; 
otherwife the Whole will avail nothing,- in 

fpight 
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ipight of the Promifes and Menaces tagg'd 
to it. Some will fay, that the Law is weak : 
Not at all ; the Weaknefs is in Men, and they 
muft be ftrengthened, if you would have 
them fulfil the Law. In efFedl:, Men are the 
Subjed: and the Matter, which muft be pre- 
pared, that the Law may work upon them 
with a Probability of Succefs. 

IV. This necelfary Preparation confifts in 
rightly educating the Youth of both Sexes, 
and particularly in perfuading them, that the 
Obfervance and the Breach of the Law will 
infallibly be attended with Rewards and Pu- 
nifhments from a Hand fuperior to Men, from 
whom they can never conceal themfelves, nor 
efcape, and who chiefly waits for therri in ano- 
ther State, to make them happy or mif^rable 
for ever : That this Hand does neverthelefs 
reach them when he pleafes, even in this 
Life, where he orders their Lot and Station, 
in Proportion as they conform to the Laws 
given by him at the Origin of the World, 
the Traces of which are vifible enough in 
Nature : That during this mortal Life he has 
a; great Regard for his Creatures, defiring 
nothing but their Felicity, which is to be 
' K 3 had 
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had by amending th^ir Ways, making Satif- 
facSion for the Injuries done to one another, 
and Reparation for bad Exarnple mutually 
^vcn to the great Damage of Society : But 
that after Death, the Portion of the Obedient 
is dcleiSable in the higheft Degree, as that of 
the Tranfgreflbrs is extremely horrible and 
miferable. 

Unless this Method be taken, nothing 
will ever be done effeftually,, as I think I 
have proved above : The moft that can be 
obtained, is only a cafual and deceitful Ef- 
fedt, w^hich will never anfwer the End of the 
Legiflature. Even th^ little Good that may 
he got, will only be owing to the Nation's 
being more pr lefs perfuaded of the Truth of 
their Religion ; for as to thofe who ftab and 
tramplq upon it, if ,is a great Miftake to hope 
for any good Effed from them. Theie Men 
look upon all human Laws as a mighty No- 
thing^ for which we. have M. de Montef 
quious Word,, as I have already taken No- 
tice. In fome Corner of Europe we may 
foon fee the very Traces of Religion quite 
erazed, and then a« total Diflblution, a difmal 
Chaos and horrid Confufion will inevitably 
tread clofe upon the Heels of it. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. X. . V 

IN clofing this Article, I cannot help mak- 
ing a few Refledions on the Propolltion, 
7hat the Strength of human Laws is derived 
from theif- being feared ; which tallies very well 
with Mr. ^(?^^^/s l^rinciple. I prefume M. 
de Montefquiou has not clearly expreffed his 
Meaning in that Place, as happens but too 
frequently with all Writers, efpecially as in 
feveral other Parts of his Works, I think I 
have rtiet vvith Propofitibns incompatible with 
the above. But whatever his Meaning may 
be, I think that Propofitioii ihdefenfible, even 
when ne adds, Humdn haws derive an Ad- 
vantage from their Novelty^ which indicates a 
particular and aBudl Attention in the Legijla^ 
tor to caufe them to be obferved. Here again 
it is very hard tb put any juft and rational 
ConftruAion on.thafe Words, as it is not eafy 
to guefs whether he jfpeaks of new Laws, or 
new Objedts of thofe fame LaWs; nor does 
it appear how the Legiflatbr dfcriv^s toy Ad- 
vantage from it, towards caufing tliem to be 
better obferved. If the Objed: is quite new, 
W9 cannot from thence infer any particular 

K 4 and 
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and aftual Attention, as it never appeared till 
•jthcni I£ the,Obje<3; is pld, the Law, whfch 
was become obfolete or buried in Oblivion, is 
only revived or reiterated ; confequently I 
cannot call it new, but fhould rather think to 
add new Strength tc it, by referring to its 
Antiquity. In fhort, it may be my Fault; 
but whether it is owing to Dulnefs, or any 
other Defe£t in me, it is certain I underftand 
it np more than I do all that he fays about 
Religion in the 2d Chapter of his 26th Book 
of X-he Spirit of Laws^ * ' ' . 

/t. . i ■ 
Much lefs can I conceive, how any Man 

can be bold enough to lay down Fear as a 
Principle, fince it is evident that ^ye can fear 
nothing but tjie Lofs of what we love, and 
that where jtbere is no Love there can be no 
Fear. Thus the Principle mufl be Love, and 
not Fear : ^.And the Prppofition beforer men- 
tioned can be no otherwife explained jthan by 
faying, T^hat the Strength of ^ human Laws lies 
inourkfving. the good Things ^bich they threaten 
to deprive us of if we . do not obferve them: 
This may be . the true Seiafe of that iUuftri^ 
Ous Author. 



In 
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Ijff Confequence of that Principle, if the 
Legiflator would enforce his Laws, he muft 
begin- by making his People fond of Life, 
Wealth, and Honour, and at the fame Time 
give them right Notions of a laudable Enjoy- 
ment of thofe Things. Say not, that this is 
natural and common enough in Men, for the 
contrary is demonftrable by Experience. 'Tis 
only in ancient Gr^^r^ and Rome we can prove 
by.Hiftory, that the Vulgar had a Relifh for 
Liberty and Honour. Among the modern 
civilized Nations, where the Nobility and 
Gentry have not yet quite trampled the People 
under Foot, fome Senfe of Honour is flill re- 
tained ; but, perhaps, it is mifapplied and ill 
underftood, and, in its Confequences, may be 
perplexing to a Legiflator. 

As to Riches, the Abufe of them is fo 
general, that I know not what to prefage there- 
from, in regard to Obedience to the Laws ; 
for, poflibly, there is nothing in the World 
that inclines Men more to difobey them, than 
the Defire of growing rich. Competency, 
limited Plenty, and decent Luxury, are not 
much admired by corrupt Mortals : In order 

to 



J 38 . "Tbe.Btrei^tb of La^s. Part E 
to grow rich, they feek the fhorteft Road, be 
it good or bad J ^and the Majority faprificethe 
Ncceffaries of Life in the Purfuit, and quicklj 
overwhelm themfelves with Mifery. Other} 
arc daunted by Obftacles, by the great Crowd 
of poor Competitors, and the griping Hand 
pf the Potent, who will no longer fuffer ^y 
to glean after them on their Lands. -Nothing, 
Is more common than to fee abjed: Perfons 
defpair of growing rich, and letting themfelves 
fink into Wretchednefs ; and fuch as withftand 
die Temptation of robbing and pilfering, be- 
take themfelves to a mean Servitude, of which 
there is a great deal too much in all civilized 
Nations. This vsrould have been abhorred by 
the ancient Gr^eh and Romans, 

But the principal Article, grounded on 
the natural Attachment to Wealth, which 
m^uft ne€d6 be in all Marlkind, is the indif- 
penfable Labour ztA Fatigue to acquire it. 
This Article is very impiDrtant, as being the 
Bails of all the Strength of a State, which 
' confifts of its native Stock of Riches, and .the 
Fund of foreign Wealth acquired by Com- 
merce and the Improvement of Arts and Sci- 
ences, Manufadures, ^e. This is the real 

Treafure 
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Treafure of the Country, both for Peace and 
War. Do not imagine, that the Neceffity of 
living and providing for the Wants of a Fa^* 
mily, would have Influence enough over the 
PeopW to make them M^ork : I very much 
queftion it. Mod of thofe wretched Mortals^ 
who labour only for a Morfel of Bread, dq' 
' little or no Work, and very often find their 
own Families a great Incumbrance. Nothing 
but the Hope and Probability of altering their 
Condition by an Increafe of Wealth, is capa^- 
ble of exciting . a Spirit of Induftry, and 
enuring Men to afliduous Labour. Some- 
times the Principle is not good, though' the 
EfFed be laudable. A Man luid up with the 
Gout fees his Houfe on Fire, and the Flames 
spreading to his ApartHient : The imminent 
Danger makes him cpUed: all his remaining) 
Strength -, he jumps out of Bed, runs out of 
Doors without the Help of Crutches, and fo 
gets rid of his Difeafe. 

Now, in order to procure this important 
EflFeift of the People's Labour, and to curb 
Greedinefs of Gain, the Prince muflr give a 
very particular Attention thereto : He miift 
know and remove the Obftacles, encourage 

the 
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the People, and enable them to be as induf- 
trious, as the Situation of the Country, their 
Genius and Habits will admit : But, efpecially, 
he muft make them fond oi the Honour <rf 
excelling in Arts, and fenfible of the Advan- 
tage of fecurely enjoying the Fruits of their 
Induftry. 

As for the Love of Life, which feemsto 
be a Sentiment quite natural and neceflary in 
the Living ; they muft not live meerly to fuf- 
fer and groan inceffantly, and to behold the 
Oppreffion and Defolation of their Families : 
For in fuch a Situation I doubt whether Nature, 
without a deep Senfe of Religion, could make 
them fond of Life. Equally careful fhould 
the Sovereign be to prevent the fpreading of 
certain impious Doftrines among the Multi- 
tude, otherwife all will be infallibly loft. 
When once the Vulgar come only to doubt 
whether they are fomething more than a fim- 
ple Machine or a meer Animal, they will be 
ready to fhake off every Yoke, and even lay 
violent Hands on themfelves, when they 
defpair of gaining any Trifling Point they have 
in View. A Beaft cannot take away its own 
Life, becaufe it is a Beaft:* But every Man 

wiU 
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will be ready to do it, the Moment he believes 
he has every thing to fear in this World, and 
nothing to hope for after his Death. Don't 
we fee that Mankind are not deterred from 
the Purfuit of fenfual Pleafures by the Dread 
of the Pox, one of the moft dangerous and 
loathfome Difeafes, whereby they rifque the 
Lofs of Life, or elfe linger in Pain and Mifery* 
the Reft of their Days ? In fomc Corners of 
the World one may find Men who clap a 
Piftol to their Ear, that they may not languifh 
under that filthy Difeafe, nay, fometimes only 
becaufe they are paft getting it. If, fuch de- 
teftablc Examples are not very common, among 
Mankind, even in the moft barbarous Nations, 
'tis owing to the Difficulty of obliterating all 
the Traces of Religion and Humanity, which 
are infeparable. 

A'ND now I afk M. de MontefquioUy whether 
the Law can ever have any Influence over 
Men that deliberately kill themfelves, becaufe 
they imagine they have nothing to hope nor 
fear after Death ? To which let me add, that 
according to the Sentiment he has explained 
in his Book, the Penalties for the'greateft 
Villains fhould be only Imprifoxunent and 

Banifh- 
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BaniihmeDt. Is it only the Fear of this, that 
would give afty Strength to his Laws ? Yet die 
fame Author fays, that none but fuch as be- 
lieve a future State cfcape the Legiflature. 
This is very harfh indeed. 



C H A P. XL 

WE fay the Law has more or lefs Strength, 
when it may promife itfelf an Obe- 
dience more or lefs extenfive and infalUMc : 
In this Light it is generally taken ; but this 
falls very ihort of the rigjit Scnfe. Na hu- 
man Law, nor even the divine Law, has ever 
been ftrong enough to overcome eflFe<ftua% 
*the Weaknefs of Man : We muft always pre- 
fuppofe an almoft general Violation of it ; and 
on this very Account there was need of a 
Law fuperior to all others, which admits of 
Excufes, and grants a general Pardon to Tranf- 
grelTors y otherwife every Law would have no 
other EiFed: than deftroying Mankind. AU 
that the Law can exped:, is to be acceded, 
and pradifed as often as poffible, and to make 
itielf khown and generally beloved ^ fo that 

even 
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eWh when we are impelled to violate it, w6 
iWU allow the Fitnefs of it, and make Repen- 
t^tyct immediately follow the Tranfgreffion. 
More than this cannot be defired, ^onfidering 
^he frequent Changes in Man, and how he 
fometimes degrades himfelf to the Condition of 
a Brute; and, therefore, it would be a great 
Miftake to pretend, that the fame Man fhould 
always think, will, and adt uniformly. This 
Metamorphofis is the fatal Rock on which the 
Laws fpUt 5 and 'tis what every Legiflator muft 
never lofe Sight of, if he would not be the 
Dupe of his good Intentions. 

Though human Nature is uniform in the. 
Main, Individuals greatly differ, as is mani- 
feft in the human Body. The human Fi- 
gure, and the Organs of the Body, are indeed, 
as to the effential Pact, the fame in all : But 
Features, Tempers, Habits, an hundred other 
Things, and even Diftempers, make fuch 
Differences in Men, that what fuits fome, is 
not at all fit for others. The Medicines that 
cure the former, are rank Poifon to the latter : 
The Things that pleafe the Tafte of fome, 
ate fhocking to others ; iand nothing would be 
more difficult than to make thofe forfake what 

they 
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they like, and bring thefe to rdiih what thcjf 
have an Averfion to. Befides which, I vaxA 
obferve^ that Inclinations and Taftes chai^ 
in the fame individual Man, who now. ab- 
hors what he formerly was moft paffionatelj 
addiScd to. What Strefs, then, can we lay 
on the permanent Strength of Laws, which 
floats on the tempeftuous Sea of Man's Whims 
and Paflions ? 

I AM very fenfible, that there is always 
fomething common to every Clafs ; that Ne- 
ceflity is felt by all, and fometimes forces them 
to aift againft their Inclination : But even this 
Ground is not firm enough to reft the Law 
upon 5 for who can be ignorant how Neceffi- 
ties vary in fick Bodies ? Andi moreoyer, this 
Neceflity, in order to be adiive, muft be clcatr 
ly underftood, and very precifely and fenfibly 
felt; for while Men are infenfible of the 
Difeafe, they don't think of taking Phyfic, 
and fubmitting to a proper Regimen for a 
Cure. Is there any thing more common in 
our Days, than to hear Men, at leaft human 
Figures, maintain, that Irregularity and Li- 
centioufnefs are agreeable to Nature ? How 
will you perfuade fuch Men to fubmit to the 

Law 
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Law that inhibits thofe Diforders. : If you 
threaten them with a Penalty, they will en- 
deavour to elude it, by concealing themfclves ' 
from the Infpedion of the Magiftratej and, 
as often as they think they may fafely do it, 
they will laugh at a Law which they already 
condemn in their Heart, nay, fometimes o- 
penly with their Lips. Begin by perfuading 
Men, fix their main Charafteriftick, fet them 
on a folid Foundation, where they cannot be 
fliakcn ; and then impofe Laws on them: 
But if this Preparation be not previoufly made, 
cxpeJS: no great Succcfs from any Laws you 
can give them. - 

I AM furprizcd that M. de Montefquiou^ 
who cannot help acknowledging, thai it is 
neverthelefs neceffary there jh&uld befomething in 
Society of a fixed Nature^ and that this fixed 
%hing is Religion y fhould at the fame Time , 
make fo great a Difference between divine and * 
human Laws, and reprefent them to us as 
incombinable : Thefe two Laws, fzys he, difier 
in their Origin ^ in their Effi^By and in their 
Nature. Now what Means arc left to recon- 
cile this total Diflference? Yet, in his Opi- 
nion, there is nothing fixed in Society but 

L Religion; 
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B^ligtt^ ; and Reli^on and faaman Laws are 
of ^ qoke different Nature, the latter, coDfe- 
quent^ beiqg jod that Nothing whidi the 
Author fpeaks of in the fs^e Place. 

Lycukgus intending to put all his People 
upon an Equality, with refpedt to hodily 
Strength and Complexidn, had Recourfeto 
Educatiop and Gymnaftics, prefcribing even 
the Food of Children and Youth, ia ord^r 
to form Hatite and Inclinations fuitable to tSk 
Obfervance of his Laws : Nay, he even 
hoped by; Degrees to fpread and perpetuate 
a natural Bent thereto by Generation. AU 
thefe Methods did indeed produce good Ef- 
feds in nijlitafy Matters: Biit^ at the fame 
Time,' the LiUedanQfiians contra<^ed a certain 
blunt, rough* Air; uncivil, rude, and fomo- 
times brutifla, not to fay inhuman, Manners. 
Equality, the-^rand Objea^he had in View, 
Was not kept up: Arts and Sciences did not 
flourifli, and Commerce was ftijl more ncg-. 
leded. And why fp ? Becaufe. when we fet 
ourfelyes to carry any one Virtijc to the high* 
eft Pitch, we jump beyond its juft. Medium, 
and negledrall other Virtues. Man is. not 
capable of excelling in every Thing; and 

whenever 
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w^iejp'eyer he aiqis ^^t .any Proficiency in all, 
)[ie (hQuld content h,im{elf with a- Medium, 
ax?d , temper Strength with Weaknefs. The 
Man that ,ypu would make too ftrong, imme- 
diately grows weaker by it, as is plainly de- 
jcnonftrated by Phyiicians^ 

C H A P. XII. 

THE Moment that a wife Legiflator pub- 
liflies a Law, he ought; to .prefun^e it 
will b^ violated, andjprepare Excufes. and Par- 
don for the Tranfgreffors j otherwise he is a 
Tyrant, x)r rather a Punce, q[uite; ignorant of 
human Nature. The. Law is indeed, fome- 
tiwcs wilfully and malicjoufly broke, abftrad^- 
;cd:frpai any Knowli^jige or Scnfe of it, ^nd 
witltout knowing wl^ed^cr it be juft or , unjufl:, 
,^vant?gepus or prejujlicial. ;They reM apd 
.defpifei the Authority that enads it; and it is 
.iv>t. uncommon todi^mble in doing all this, 
in order to elude the Pejnalty. Herein lips 
tSok^ true Violation of the Law. 

: Sometimes alfq the Law is violated in- 

;valuntarily> ,for wsiot of Attention and He- 

L 2 flei^ion; 



14& ne Strength of Laws. ParT H. 

« 

fledion J juft as through Diftradlion or Indo- 
lence we negleft not only the NecejfJaries and 
Convcniencies, but even the Luxuries of Life. 
Sometimes we omit taking Phyfick, though 
we neither defpife the Phyfician, nor have any 
particular Reafon for rejeding his Prefcrip- 
tion : Perhaps it is only from a Prefumpdon 
of its being naufcous or bitter, or we only 
mean to tempori^, and take it afterwards, if 
we fee Occafion for it. 

Lastly, we fonietimes violate the Law 
againft our Will, for want of Means, through 
natural Weaknefs, and a phyfical Averfion, 
which to us appears invincible : But at the 
fame time we approve, we love, and endea- 
vour to fulfil the Law ; we induce others fo 
do the fame, and are fincerely forry that v(tt 
don't obey it. It would be very unjuft to make 
no Difference between thefe three Tranfgref- 
fors. The firft is a Criminal that fnuft be 
punifhed : The fecond ought to be admoiiifh- 
ed, and encouraged to do better : And the 
third fliould not only be excufed, but alfo 
held in much greater Eftcem than an Ob- 
server of the Law, who adls only through 
Habit or Ignorance, or the Tear of Chaf- 
. tifement. 

From 
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From a Principle fo evident as this, I 
may be allowed to deduce the following Con-f 
fequences; s 

' I. That the Obfervance of the Law, 
properly , fpcaking, depends only on the in- 
ward Difpofitions of the People on whom it 
is impofed, and the external Helps they have 
to obey it. 

2. That its Strength confifts in its being 
fq clear and good, that it perfuades Men, and 
wios their Approbation, by the Combination 
of its Light with that which they previoufly 
'derive from their Nature and Inclinations, 
and Sometimes from their accidental Necef^ 
Jitics, . ' i" : 

. 3, That the Weaknefs of the Law lies 
not only in the Want of this Conibinationj^ 
but alfp in the Uncertainty of its Effed, whc-^ " 
ther in regard to obtaining the good Things 
it offers, or avoiding the Evils it threatens us 
with, . , . 

A Law that is not calculated for doing fomc - 
Good to Society, is no longer a Law, nor has 

L3 it 
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it aay JUgJit to cpmriiand or expe<9: Obedi- 
ence. M. de Montefgaiou very juftly obferves, 
that the Laws are often greats but latent^ Be- 
nefits ; and little, yet very fenjible, 'Evils, h 
Fad:, all Men are riot capable of apprehend- 
ing the good Things at the firft; Glance, and 
yet are fenfibie. of Evils the Moment they 
cpmd upoti them : But a Knowledge of the 
former is foon acquired by Practice, as wje fee 
Children do in moft Cafes. 

From all the Pointis I haVe hitherto can- 
vaflbd^ it fliould feem, that it would bfe a great 
Equivoque to give t!hc Appellation of Lt^0 to 
any WilT, and any Ordinance arbitrarily mr 
p6fed, thjlt did not bind men by inferior Con- 
viaion and Love, and induce them to teftify 
their Aflent by outward Adls. Whatever 
migHi bihd and reiirain nothing but the Body, 
Goul3 hot be called a Law without 4n tmpfo- 
prJety of Sjjeech, becaufe Men cduild never be 
fuppofed to confeht frfecly to it. 

In fine, let us add, that it would not havft 
been amifs to look upon. every Law as a Codt 
tratt between the Legiflator and the People, 
the reciprocal Part oi whicH fhoiild be the 

^ real 
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real Good promifed them in Confequence of 
their keeping the Law : A Good that ought 
to be clearly and diftindly underftood, and 
freely accepted, without either Sedudion or 
Violence ; whereby all the pretended Strength 
of the Laws, derived from Fear, is totally 
fubverted and deftroyed. L do not carry this 
Reflection farther, becaufe fome Civilians' feem 
to look upon the People as Beafls : The moft 
moderate are pleafed to confider them as 
Babes: Yet, with their Leave, we fhould 
look upon them as Men, weak by Nature, 
and infirm through their ,own Fault. But 
arc not Contradts made with fick Perfons, that 
are neither Ideots nor delirious f Witnefs their 
Wills and Teftaments, 
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PAR T III. 

C HA P. I. 
jHAT by which Men are intelli- 
gent, amorous and aftive, they 
call Spirit: Therefore Men 
fhould call Spirit, in Animals^ 
Vegetables, and Minerals, that 
fubtile, imperceptible, and ever-moving Cor- 
jpufcle, which difclofes.in thefe Bodies the 
Matks and external Signs of the human In--^ 
t^lligence, Love, and Adivity. Thus, rela- 

livcly 
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Isv^y to L«#s, tfett «^ can be 'cdtidelrt^ |» 
be their Spirit, which fchdei's tliem 'iJa|^- 
figibfe, endearing, and aSiVc ; ^at is-, ^ 
biiief and imivetfal Otted, vrhlcb can 6e tto 
Other than the Happinefs of Mankind, a real, 
compleat, and permanent Happinefs ; and, if 
this be unattainable, to come as near to it as 
is by any Means ,poffible, that Men may be 
Ws Wtctched tn unavoidable fevils, and more 
happy in their Enjoymeitfs. 

. I QUESTiofriprhcthcr Laws.may be faidto 
jbave any other.,fe^d ; and an^ apt to t}^n4 
that Men. would make light of an Order or 
Decree which did not recomrnend itfelf . by 
fome Relation Xo their Happinefs, but ciuch 
more if dire^y repugnant to Aeir eemfortablc 
Subfiftence. If inhuman Tyrants have fomc- 
times enadted fuf h La^s/enf$rdhg them by the 
moft terrible Menders, 'twis but a Blaft, /pend- 
ing itfelf by its^ own Violence, ^d exciting i 
general Deteftation :• So* that it is unnatdral to 
af%n any other Ends to Laws, than the Hapv 
pinefs of thofeMen for tdiom they are made. 
This maft foon or kte appear in &ny Jjaw 
that ever wjs <x e&n be iiiade; Lcgiflitbif 
OKif fometiratfa be wld? of the Mark, but 

they 
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they always take the like Aim 5 their Inten* 
tions; at leaft, cannot be ahfolutely opjppfite. 

WHifHfeR Mari^he' fuJfbeptiHIe of a real, 
compleat,, 'jTrid permanent Good, is what I 
diair riot difputfe : But I believe if ^ill be 
rekdily griiited, that every'Man Wduld tvifh 
the Gbod^efe fuch, if he had H6pes of ob- 
tairiirigit: So that it is ndthingbut Hope that 
determines th6 Importance of this Objedt, In 
efFe<ft, no IjJlail oj^afouhd Mind v^ottld prefer 
a' chimeric^ to a real, a: partial to a coitipkA, 
and a tranfilpry to aA evferliming Good, whenf 
he is perjfuided that he may obtain tit. Thd 
chimerical,' the partial, arid the trarifitoiy 
Gobd^, would, iri Compatifon of the real, 
comfpleat, and everlaftingi be actourited tea! 
Evils, if any Compulfioii forced Men to taktf 
Up with the forrtier, iriftead 6f the litter : Bat 
urider a Want of the latter, the fcrrmer a^tf 
Goods J and jafli: fo we reafon of Evils. Thcf 
lefs fliar p and laftirig, the more eligible 5 efpe-* 
cially when to Yubrait to thefe, fe'ems the oti-^ 
ly Means to avoid others more violent, arid b( 
4 very long Continuance^ or when we think . 
theife light and fliort-lived Evils lead to the 
^Attaipmerit of our moft intcrefiing Views. . 

' ■ ► 
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'That therefore z real, compleat, and per- 
manent Good, as far as poflible, mufl be tk 
chief End of Laws, is incojjtrovcrtible y that, 
for want of this, the imaginary;, the partial, and 
the tranfitory, may take Place; and fometimes \ p 
alfo a leffer Evil, if fecuringus from a greater, 
or conducive to fome important Happincfe. 
This is what has mifled many fuperficial Spe- 
culatiils to imagine Contrarieties, and cfTential 
Diflferences in the particular Laws of different 
People. Had they compared the Laws with 
the Inclinations, Cuftoms, Circumftances and 
Conveniencies of the refpeftive Communities, 
nothing pf any fuch Contrariety would have 
appeared, f'or in all Circumftances what- 
ever, that is unqueftionably Good, which ;$ 
fuitablj? tp NsLture, and the End of human 
Society ; Thos Bleeding and Phytic ar^ Evils 
to a Man in Health j but no inconficierabk 
Gpods in Sicknefs^ A Fur Coat would be in- 
tolerable to an Inhabitant of the fultry Mflkr' 
bar Coaft; bpt x!t\^ hafl^indersi feel th^ Com- 
fortof it. . 

Further, 'tis npt mild Laws that wiy 
humanize the Barbarians^ though their 
Jibrfcs ar? mapageablc with a filken Thread, 

which 
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^which thofe of Germany would not feel. A 
civilHzecl Nation would fooil wince at the 
Impofition of fevere Laws : Few Women and 
humane Perfons can bear the Anatomical 
Diffeftion of a living Creature^ Difhonour is 
not minded anriong the Turks and their Slave§j 
whilft in a Country where Honour arid Nobi- 
lity are prized, Death is preferred to Infahiy^ 
In War, Depredation is encouraged, and as 
much detefted in Times of Peace : Pyracy 
is the fettled Pradice of whole Nations, in- 
terwoven with their Government, and necef- 
fary, fay they, to their Circumftances; and we^ 
with all our Polity, in Time of War have Pri- 
vateers to annoy the Enemy ; and one is no 
better than the other, the Corfairs being in a 
perpetual War. 

But amidft thefe, and many more Diffe- 
rences too tedious to enumerate, the Spirit of 
all thefe Laws is alike and uniforni, conftantly 
s^dapting itfelf to the Happinefs of each par- 
ticular Society, according to the Difpofitions, 
conftant Relations, and Circumftaiices of Time 
and Place : 'Thus the fame Spirit, which in the 
human Body produces Life, Health, and other 
advantageous Qualities, caufes alfo Sickncfs, 
Languor, and Death, when the Body on which 
' it afts becomes corrupt, weak, and difordered. 

CHAP. 
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THIS is the only Spirit which is to. be 
looked for in all. Laws,, and which alone 
afFgrds a juft Explanation of them, and by 
which they are to be CQippared. This alpnc is 
the Spirit which is ^ckrioyirledged and loved, 
whifch jTets Men on Adtipn, and induces them 
to an Obfervanqe of the. Law : For the natural 
Concern, which every one has for his own 
Intcreft, ipipells him to Igve and put in Ext- 
cution the Means propofed to him, and evi- 
dently promotive of that fupreme End. Our 
Conviftion, that a Law is for bur Good, will 
imqacdiately, produce jn us a zealous Efteem 
iox it, andfuch a Cpmp^ance with it, as is in 
,pur Power. This Con vi<3:ion q^aijnot iqomc 
inftaatly, .but proceeds from Re.fjeaion ai?d 
Jnformatiop ; and I think. I have in ihe firft 
.JPart d?monftrajt?d, that it is not every orjc 
;.who is a fit- Counfellor in ' a. C^fe of fucli 
Weight: -But the foUpwing Conficjerations 
Vwill fafely dirci^ the impartial Inquif er^ 

LA 
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:.. L A Law/Ih Franci^ publifhed in theiddi 
Ganlick Tojigue, would not be obligatoiy^i 
the i^tdkxit French viot being fuppofed to un-i> 
der^nd k ; it being manifeft, tbaJ; it.cannott 
be Adeemed a Law, on account of its. Obfcu^. 
rity^ much Icfs i&it one, if Life, Property, on 
Honour be attacked by itj for no body is .tp; 
oblige himfelf to take away his own Life, 
Property or Honour, oc to do himfelf any 
Hurt- or Detriment, unkfs with g View of. 
preferving them. A Part is fometimes rifqu,ed 
to fave the. Wholes anjd not to forego fuperr 
fici^ aad tranfitory Advantages^ for tha Sake 
o^ re^land lafting Goods, is. a moft culpabio 
Wfeaknef^: A Law njnft alfo require nothiip^ 
^bpyp the People's M«ans or Ability, as.Im-^ 
poffibilities aeyer can be binding. 

The plain Refult from the Premifcs is^^that 
every Law which is not intelligible, endearing^ 
an4 proportioned to the Subjcfts Abilities^ 
isi.tq them np Law at olj : That, by. a Parity, 
of Reafon,, an Arabian Law.maybe.a Law 
for Arahiay a T^urkijlo one for Turkyy a Siamefe 
and Japamefe for Siam znd Japan^. and .not 
for FrnficCy EuropCy or any Chriftian Gountry^ 

Likewife- 
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Likewife a L«w may be fuch in Gemuaj^ 
but not in France or Riiffia. The diffistent 
Forms of Polity likewife, will not admk of 
a general Similarity of particular Laws* A 
Law for hardy, xobuft HigblanderSy is noLat 
for tender, weak, and fickly People The 
Law for Children cannot be impofed on full 
grown Men, Nothing is more evident. 

II. It is fufficient if Gare be taken^ that the 
EfFed: be general, not limited to Individuals or 
any particular Branch of Society. The Spirit 
of Laws will have it fo, and. .very juftly too. 
This fupreme and only Spirit aims at nothing 
but the good of all the Society, without any 
further Diftribution of its beneficial Cares a- 
mong Individuals, than as Parts of the Whole: 
Thus it is continually in Adion, prompting 
each particular Perfon to fill his Place worthily, 
and excluding at the fame Time all fuch ufc- 
lefs, corrupt, and contagious Parts as cannot 
be cured. It never refts till they are fepa- 
rated and deftroyed, for the greater Safety of 
the Remainder. ' 

Without a perfed Comprehenfion of the 
Premifes, one cannot have an Idea of the 

human 
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hatxmn Body, nor any Principle>of MechanHm; 
Good and Evil, relatively to us, is not fimply 
idead, it muft be fenfihlc, and to a great De- 
gree J as it is decided by the general Sectiment, 
declaring itfelf by the Majority, which foon 
or^ late ever turn the Scale : And here may 
fUrthcr be added, that fliould the Majority fall 
fick, even then the Matter muft be referred to 
them, endeavouring infenfibly to reclaim them 
without any abrupt Oppofition. It feldom 
happens that any Good is done by open Force 
againft the Bulk of a Nation : And no fooner 
"is a Law found to difguft the People, though 
only for want of entering into itsReafonablenefs 
^d Advantage, but they fhould be humour- 
ed i and Lenity and Time never fail to gain 
their Approbation, and Readinefs to put it in 
Execution, if within dieir Abilities. 

If, in a Machine, only fome of the letfer 
Parts be faulty, they may, and fhould be im- 
mediately taken out, and their Places fupplied 
with fuch as are new, found, and complete : 
But if the Defed: has reached the main Parts, 
the chief Springs, the Machine muft be en- 
tirely taken to Pieces, and made up anew, 
without fparing what was good in it, as now 
M of 
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of no U£ty and alfo near being ineyit^bly 
Ipoiled: If fuch an Extremity would be im- 
proper, all that can he done is to temporize, 
or at lead not haflen its total Ruin and final 
Deftriidion, as it too often happens by an uft? 
feafonable Rigour : Towards a few Individu- 
als, Rigour may be requifite and iMccefsfuJ, 
to prevent a Deprayation from becoming ge- 
neral ; but when pnce it has gpt the upper 
Hand, Mildnefs and Addrefs are the only Re- 
fources. Thefe are the Documents of the 
Spirit of Laws. 

' IIL As Men change, Laws fhould change. 
In Sicknefs we alter our Diet, and difereijt 
SicknejQTes. require different Diets : Di^ere^t 
Inclinations, Taftes, and Habits, gre infenfibly 
contraded.5 and this calls for a Change in the 
Rule and Method of treating Men, in order 
to reftore them to fome Degree of Healthy if 
not to a fettled Perfeftion. Then the Neceft 
iity or Fitpefs of the firft Laws ceafe ; they 
become ufelefs, and are fuperfeded by others, 
which muft likewife alter with the AlteratioDJ 
in Men : But all thefe fucceffive Changes can 
have no other End than their Happin^fs • and 
'tis on this very Account tha,t they change. 

Thus 
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Thus ' is the Change of Laws as natural, 
as the Change of Food in different Ages, 
Climates, and Difeafes ; and that of Cloathing 
in different Seafons, Countries, and Fafliions. 
The former grow old, and become trouble- 
"fome and difagreeable, and fometimes dange- 
roiis I yet there is no doing without Aliment 
and Apparel, and the Change of them is only 
for the Prefer vation and Comfort of our Lives. 



CHAP IIL 

PARTICULAR Regulations, Ordinances, ^ 
and Statutes, are not to be confounded 
with the Law. This Miftake is very common, 
and it is that which caufes the Appearance of 
perpetual Contradidions in La^s, and of their 
Inutility when grown old. Properly fpeak- 
ing, real Law neivfer changes ; and ailiidft the 
fucceflive Alterations of the Body, the Spirit ^ 
of Laws is ever the fame. This Spirit cannot 
for a fingle Moment defift from interefting it- 
felf in the general Happinefs, and from pro- 
curing it by all imaginable Means, and in all 
Junfturcs. It is' like the Soul in the Body 
.M 2 con- 



} 
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confining of feveral Members, all appointed 1 
for ufeful Fun£tions ; thej may fometimesap^ 

pear to counteraft each other, yet it is this 1 

Renitency which gives Life and Vigour to the a 

whole Machine. i 

J 

- In reality, no particular Law ever could be t 

called intrinfically. good 5 it is always a Con- I 
ftraint, a Bridle, and a Burden fo much the t 
more onerous and difgraceful, as implying a 
, Weaknefs or Depravity in human Nature. 
Thus Bleeding and Medicanjents are Goods ^ 
only to the Sick ; to the Healthy they are to f 
be confidered as Evils : Yet the Ufe of them * 
is highly neceffary, ats without them Sicknefi ^ 
would foon get the Maftery ; and thus they 
are called Good, being neceffary towards pro- ^ 
during good Bffe<5ts. On the contrary, the ^ 
Spirit of Laws is of a perfeift and intrinfical ^ 
Goodncfs ; and all particular Laws are no far- 
ther good, than as animated by it- 

This Truth is not a Spunge for all the Dif- 

Jkulties which may be brought againjl the Law 

of Mofes ', but alfo, for the infinite Diffica^^ 

ties which may be brought againft all the Lawsv 

in the World. Why does M, de Mtmtejqaiou 

talk 



^ 
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ta3k of this Spunge only for Mofes's Law ?, 
"Without. a thorough Knowledge of human 
^Nature, there will be Difficulties every where ; , 
and with a juft Idea of the Deity, you will: 
find none in the Laws of Mofes, efpecially if 
yoii confider the Jewifh People in their Origin, 
the Age of the World when they received their 
Laws, the Country from which they came, and 
that in which they were going to fettle. 

The moft fimple and mod general Law is 
ever the heft ; it is the moft genuine Repre- 
fents^tive of its Spirit. There is nothing like 
laving God with all our Heart and Strength, 
our Neighbour as ourfelves, and avoiding 
wicked Men, but ftill without refufing them 
ai^y neceffary Relief. This is the Subftance of 
the evangelical Law 3 to this are reducible all 
its other particular Precd!J)ts. But forefeeing 
frequent Breaches, both cafual and prcpenfe, 
from the natural Weaknefs and Depravation 
of Nature 5 it offers to Believers a fupreme 
Mediator, an only Vidim, atoning for all 
thofe Breaches, reconciling Tranfgreflbrs, and 
fumifhing them with the fufficient Helps of 
Faiths Hope, and Charity, to terminate, at^ 
lead at Death, all their Tranfgreffions, Weak*- 

neffes, 
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liefles, and Fears, arid to ptepaf e them for an 
eternal Felicity. Let who can, offer to fuch 
a Creature as Man any Thing better. Thk 
i$ the true Spirit, the Model and Pattern of 
Laws. ' 

After aU this, let mt not be aflced what 
is the Spirit of Law$. I think I know it, yet 
dare not declare it but by a Simile. It is ex- 
adlly the fame as the Spirit of the Perfian 
Letter Sy with which E«r^/^' has been fo much 
delighted, and of which Editions upoo Edi- 
tions have been publiflied- Did you eXpeft 
any Thing fo pofitive, and which has a nearer 
Refemblancc to, the Subjedt ? Then afk the 
illuftrious Ftcfident dt Montef^uiou^ what is 
this fame Spirit of the Per Ban Letters, where 
it refides, and how it came toftiine with fuch 
EfFulgency in this firft Pfoduftion ? He him 
felf, by the famfc Spirit, will give you a Sa- 
tisfaftory AnfWer, without any Offence from 
me againft certain Prepoffeflions incident to 
the Learned. 

For my Part, I know the Spirit of a Work 
is the fame with which its Author is ani- 
mated. I even think I have infinuated, and 

perhaps 



i 



Chap. 3. The true Spirit of Laws. 167 
perhaps demonftrated for fome Body, that 
the Law is originally and effentially the Id'ea 
and Defigri of Nature and Hurnanity, which 
are the Work of an Author. It is therefore 
in this fovereign Author that the Spirit of 
3L,aws is infaUibly to be found : It is there I 
trace it in the Veftiges which he himfclf has 
marked in his Produftions ; and which he 
has reimprinted, from time to time, to fupport 
the Weaknefs of the Matter againft the Inju- 
ries of Time, and the Malice of wicked 
Men. 
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A M not ignorant, that to 
trace a natural Form cf 
political Gdvernmefit among 
Men, and to deduce it from the Na- 
ture of Mankind in general, has been 
the Endeavour of the greatefl Geniujes 
fince the middle of the Idfl Century^ 
*7is probably my own Fault ; but, fh 
far from agreeing with them on this 
important Head, it is with the greatefl 
Difficulty that I can enter into their 
Reafonipgs. No lefs have 1 been fur- 
prized at what is faid of it in the 
Spirit of Laws, and particularly, when 

9. z its 
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its illufiriom Author pretends toprwi^ 
(bat the aBive Principle and main 
^pri^g i» Reptdftichs H Fsrtue\ k 
Monarchies, Honour ; and force un- 
der dejpotic Governments, from thk 
I mufi dijfent: But who am i, to 
enter fthg Lifts with fucb re/pi^Balik 
* Authors^, and to^obfeB iHtoughts, which 
(annot appear new any fart Ber than fy 
^^eGofine^pn and Arrangement which 
i, h^f^'gi'0m fhtfn ^ . W/ is what I am 
€onJlfiiU*r9/> hf it is fhf very 'jtbing 
fkat et^ur^es me. i^ advance them, in 
Gratitude Mtb» Source froniwhkb the/ 
amdekifved, or im Honour of the Fret- 
dontof 'Maxikinc^ qr in Support of (St 
Mi^'<f .Mstkof iMters;, 

IX knot. jfef mjtPu^eJe toi vMtktt 

^^ w^d cattny, nm: tm fa^^ . J fiadt 
iihmfi forbear analyzing Me tbrm 
f^m<^F^{mai (^ej'nnsfgP^in or- 
der 
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h prove that P^irtue and Force have a 
Share in each : For, as to the Point 
iof Honour fo much talked of ^ 1 do mi 
know what it is, whether a P'ice or A 
Virtue, ^l IJhall do, it, to offer td 
ihe World my tmn 'thoughts on the Na- 
ture of that Gwernmeht, which is the 
hefl adapted to the Well- being of So- 
ciety, without entering into any Dif- 
puti, or expeSing any garter for the 
Miftakes which may have efcaped me^ 
as is too frequently the Cafe with alt 
Mankind, 




ft 3 ESS At SI 




ESS A Y S 



O.N THE 



NATURAL ORIGIN 



o t 



f^oi^iTicAL COV^kNMElStTS. 



,r 



«««ff9ff!ffff«ff««tt»ffffff«ffaftlBf»ffff «!««««« 



C HA P. I. 

HE Preeminence given to Fear,* 
in making it the original Prin- 
ciple of all Societies, has aU 
\^ays appeared to xrie fo con- 
trary to Truth ajid good^ 
Scnfe, '^that i could not forbeai' attacking it 
ift feveral Parts of imy Works. - Long before 
there was any Poflibility for Meli to fear each 

a 4 other. 
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other, or quarrel about Pofleflipns^ a natural 
Propenfity, and a £imiliar A^quaifitt^op^ i^ 
clincd them to a reciprocd tToi^jB ; ^ ^hg»i^ i o 
fndifpenfible Wax\ts, wliich no. Iklfan bjj;^ l^t^. £ 
felf, however laborious or ingenious, could ever 
provide for, muft have linked them toge* 
ther; an^athoufand Fleafi}|es, to Vfhich ^^ ^ 
are naturally addiOed, muft have been the (^ 
Cement of Society, v/ithout which we can^* 
not attain to any Felicity. Thefe Difpofi-* 

tionshavein ^^ T^i^^\ PK^^S^^ 4^^ ^^ f 
and Terrors which are- Ac Bffcds 6f-Envy, c 
Jealoufy, and the Fury of Revenge and De- 
predation : And, great as the Bvils are, 
w;hich fla^ij^ipua. l^en^ h^ve in^pf)jpjqe4 ipKfi, 
Society, yet is it infinitely more eligible than 
the Abolishment thereof, were it pra£tica« 
ble. 

It would be an Affiontto Common Senfe 
to offer minutely to. prove wl^^t itfclf ^pe- 
tualiy. acknowledges, in general. Is a Child 
born with H^tced. of. ottier Children, or Fear 
of thoft| v^ho are iJTonjrer tj)^ himfelf ? How 
n^oving is the, Fo^n^i^, Ijip;^ ^nrafpedting 
the Qjrdiality^ of thp Uif^ti^^LSlptc.?' It ^^^ 
througli. mapy gci^yp)!^, Pip^ bj:f9^c. %.i^. 
>pu^ht to,ffsir,afliy.thipg, ^ai|tipiJ. itifcl^ m, 
'^ a not 



not eafily implanted in Children, even by the 
car4sfol Hand oft Education: To maintein the 
contrary, tMould be noting kfs than perverfe 
Chitane* Ldvfe muft have preceded Fear. 

That Men Tprung up like Mufhrooms in 
the Porcfts, and were driven from thence, as 
lb many wild Bcafts, by Hunger and many 
o^ber' Wants, arc wild Imaginations, not only 
void 6f Authority and Probability, but difr 
proved by^ Hiftory, and all the Experiment^ 
of out Days, as I have elfe where full;j^ de* 
moaftratedri %; Experiments; for, all the 
Sftciiffes told yd of an Animal nearly of the 
human Shape, running up Trees with the 
A^ity ofa N^nkey, which was taken out 
Qf the Wddds, have alfo fufficiently fhewn 
th(fc Impoffibility^ of civilizing him, or teach- 
ings him^ any Language, or reforming him on 
the Model of a human 'Creature, The like 
has bp^ii^ feid^of certain folitary Savages in the 
rcmc^cft Comers^ of the Earth. All thefe 
pretty Stories, of which fome modern Authors 
are fo fond, yet have not the Power to urjde- 
ceiver thcra-on-tibe imaginary fylvan Origin of 
Mankind. 

' ' Neither 
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*^ Neither was k the Security of Life. and 
t^roperty, or the DfftribuCi4Il^ of Conve-i 
iiiencieS) Riches, and Honours^ which ori- 
ginally gave Rife to Societies : It is evidently 
falfcj for,' without Society^ no Life, no Ho- 
nours^ no Riches, nay, I could almolt %, 
no complete Reafoning. Could a wild R}aa 
have had any Ideas of the various Benefits 
erf a policed Society, without a preyious Ex* 
periencfe? Is it npt Effrontery to advance^ 
that ru4pii)Vretches, ifliiing from the lonely 
ForeftsV and aSuated only by Ffar^ which 
tnakes^aMan ffy from his Likeneia^ fbould 
have underflood the Nature and End of Sod- 
eties, and concurred in ellabliihing them? 
This Conftruftion is too forced j it is niaking 
too free with Credulity to fet out in this Mss^ 
ner. Men are in all Ages iaid to be no bet-' 
ter than Brutes ; and yet they are accounted to 
have done that, of which there is no Appear-^ 
ance in any other Species of Animals. Is not 
this a glaring Contradi&ion ? 

The great. View of fecuring Life, Honouf,^ 
and Property, muft be'pofterior to the Pof- 
feffionand Senfe of their Value, both which 
are attainable only through the Channel of 

Society? 
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Society : To it only are Life, Honoufj arxd 
Opukncy, owing ; and they are its principal 
Scope.. So certain and indifputable • is this, 
that many Societies, where Property is preca- 
riouis, hijve fubfifted a long Time, and ftill 
do fubfi^, becaufethe People, by thisCon«»- 
nedion, have in their Hands the Means of 
procuring themfelves all Sorts of Pleafures and' 
Enjoyments. Of this are not thtTuriip De- 
fpotifm and all the Eajiern Countries fo many 
Ipflances ? There Fortune, Honour, Life it^ 
Iclf, depend on the Caprice of the Sultan and 
Pachas, who lie in their Turn at the Mercys 
of popular Fury : Yet Society fubfifts no lefs 
among them, than in the beft-regulated Com- 
monwealths ? And do not Mankind in gene- 
ral . rifle their Lives and Fortunes for the 
fake of Pleafures and Advantages? From the 
Cafualties to which fublunary Goods of all 
^ Kinds are liable, Men are convinced that no 
Good or Pofleffion is to be held unchange-. 
able ; the mod taking Bait is, that they fhall 
come at them eafily, and make the moft of. 
them whilft they may : Perhaps, generally, 
the moft plaufible Pretext Avarice can al- 
ledge, is the tottering Condition of worldly 
Goods; and this excites fuch an Eagernefs after 
a Variety of them, that, if fome are loft, others 

mav 
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may remain. Thes^ the cHief End of 8d^ 
ciety is Wealth and Pleaftrres^ though TaiiaUe 
atid traniitory $ and this^ exchidfcs any anteces^ 
dent Fear. It is a Wonder to me^ that this has 
been fo little or not at all attended to by the 
profound PhiloTophers and fagacioixs Cvil^ 
lians* 

^ Even the beft !l?olitidans have ver3r dficrr 
fplit on this Rock. A Legillator, who hai 
provided no farther than for the Security o^ 
his People's Property, has done nothmg^ if he 
has not previoufly put them in a Capacity of 
acquiring and enjoying Wealth hy Arts* and 
Coounerce, according to the Nature and SSta- 
ation of the Country. What room is there 
for Security, where every thing is wanting? 
Upon the Increafe of a i^amily, the dctcrtiriit^ 
iog Controverfies and infliifling Ptmifllmcntr 
ceafe to be the main Concern ; the Bufinefs 
is to find a Subfiftcnce, a Supply of our manf 
Wants, with an Overplus for our Hcaferes. 
He who abounds in Riches, and has V^ietf 
of Pleafures within his Reach, dfaes not 
feel the Expencc or mind the Trouble^ oFa- 
Law-Suit. It is better to have one with 
t*other, than to be without botfr. 
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The firft Things which qomc under Con- 
lideration in Society are Tillage of Lands, 
Breeding of Caitfe, Making of Cloth, and to 
have fome Kind of Architedlure. Thefe are 
the prlndp^I Employments upon the Forma-, 
tion of So<:rety 5 and Fear can^ have no Inilu-* 
«nce here. Now, in order to Tillage, (he Earth 
inuft be firft opened to get" Iron, which muft 
undergo the Forge and Hammer, to make 
jieceffary Inftriinients for fafhioning even the 
Wood int6 Ploughs and Barrows, and a thou-^ 
iand other Implements and Ufenfils, without 
which' the Neceflaries and Conveniencies of 
Life cannot be procured : For, take away 
Pleafure, and what is Life, and every Thing 
in it ? Under- Pain» Confinement, or Penury^ 
^tis a Burden, efpeciatly to Perfons of Spirit 
Xrife itfelf is not more natural to Man than 
DfeHght J and Fear is its dired Oppofite, Did 
Fear ever prompt any one to Diverfion and 
Feftivity ? Let Chicanery rave to Eternity j 
Ihat infinite Connedion of Arts and Sciences, 
Manufa&ures and Artificejrs in which the Sup*- 
port and Enjoyment of Society confift, has 
pot the leaft Anjitegy with Mr. Hbiies's Fear. 

CHAE 
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COXCEALING thdr Names, I may 
hr?rrrcr bx^ that many great Geniaies, 
who, bj the bdd ProdadioDS C3f thdr Wit. 
blazed for ibme Time^ hayc (pared tbcm- 
ieJ ves the Troable of canvaffing the &lfe Frb- 
dp!c on which their Sj^ftems ^e built. The 
Sol! of Homanitjy ori^nally very iblid and 
ilrong, has been greatly chang^ by Variety 
of Accidents ; it is now fa marfhy^ tfaa^ 
without very good Piles^ there's no raifiog 
on it a StruAure of any Stability. The 
Builder muft dig to the Rock, and not be 
deluded by any vague or fpecious Conjedures. 
The Edifice may be contrived in all die Juft- 
ncfs and Beauty of Architedure, and the Artir 
ficcrs Men of admirable Skill: But what avails 
all this, if the Foundation fail ? The Ruin will 
only be the greater, and the Fall n^ore deplore 
able. 

The Weakncfs of human Reafon inimc^ 
dlately ' appears in the general Abufe of its 
Agency^ ?ycr plying it, in whatever it is 

exercifed^ 
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cwrdfcid, beyond its natural Limits. Na 
foon^i: does it begin to feel its own Sufficiency, 
than it fets up itfelf as an abfolute Judge, 
bringing every Thing under its Cognizance, 
and peremptorily rejedling whatever is with- 
out the Sphere of its Capacity. But, too often, 
pieeting with Obftacles, which, flopping its 
Career, are a Reproach to its Weakncfs, k 
frets and flings, and ip its Madnefs runs ta the 
ppppfite Extreme of the Pyrrbonians^ renoun- 
cing.cven its own Nature, and degrading it- 
felf to the Brutes, Thus Pride drives it to 
the mod; defpipable Vilenefd, and makes it 
obflinately fpurn at the cleared Lights offered 
in Support of its Dignity. Nay, it proceeds 
fo far as to deny the Evidence of Things, 
though contipually obliged to refl thereon, in 
Spight of its pef v6rfenefs. 

: The si?; are; two ^oppofite Extreme?, which 
form twQ irrecbncileable Parties in the Re- 
public of Letters, both alike remote from 
Triith. To one Party all Things are poffiblc, 
^nd tq the other nothing \ they hold neither 
with Poffibility nor Impoffibility, making no 
Allowance for the different Degrees of Cul- 
ture which the human Mind may have re- 
ceived. It would not be much amifs to 

Innlr 
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look upoa thq htti»0n UnAcrihitidiitg as Ubk 
Ebfticity of a Springs which, tinleis exerei&i)^ 
will never difplay its Force : Jt wbuki to k 
jBoere nothing in Efl^?» ^iig^ id itfelf a 
jcal Power, 

, Reasoning does not cofb^ till ilft&wa^ds^ 
For^ whatisReafon, bat a Truth etplatiat^ 
of another, by uhfolding their CothbiiiatS^i 
and Analogies ? Thercfbf e, «rkh6ftt ftteW 
Truths antecddently knowa dftd tottviaivc^ 
acknowledged, there could be fto fuch Thing a& 
Rcafon among Men. The Foef^ to %vf€ a PlSo- 
Ability to his Prejudice?, tety iiiiagine as iriany 
,Childf€n as, ht plcafes brotight o^' iri tfic 
Woods, and dcftitute of alt Bduteitioh, arid 
then attribute to tb^m the f'owtf sncf ^t^^ 
cifc of Ratiocination: Wherias a J^p^y* 
brought up among Men, may with Icfs Diffi- 
'Culty be proved to reafon, than thaf a Ghild 
brought up among th^ Beafts in a Foreft, docs 
^^tually rcafon. 

WjB accordingly fee Infamy atoif Diftrefii 
intailed upon their Iflbc, by th« Death, wnfuit- 
*ble Marriages, Galamities,. and Grinies of fea- 
thers; the Children, for Want of Education,; 
remain clownifli.and ignorahty bc^cnhe vilnooV, 

and 
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and ipfenfibly degenerate, fo as .tp lofe all 
Veftiges, not only of Politenefs, but alfo of 
Virtue, and even of Humanity. This is 
the ohly^ and the palpable R^afon of the 
total Corruption of People, whole Nations 
being funk into fuch a Brutality as to make 
it a Queftion . whether . they are of the 
fame Species. After what we daily fee among 
ourfelveSi with all our policed Societies, ^tb 
what Purpofe (hould we fcek for othfer Rea* 
fons ? Ho^ many Families become djsfigdred 
even in Body, in Language^, and gradually 
wafte, by heredita^- Dcfcds and Diflempcrs? 
Have not the Invdfions it)f Barfoariai^a more 
than once barbarized the whole World ? 

1^ fine, is it poffible there can ftill bePhi- 
lbfoj^ers, who know not that thrhuman Un- 
derftanding is no more than an inct^tit Afti* 
vity for' comprehending and rcceiv^ing all Ob*- 
jedts prefetlted to it; 'as far ks they are ihtet- 
' ligible ? It is not unlike the foft Wai% -fit for 
all Impreflions, the laft of which remains till 
obliterated by another. The only Difference 
at prefent to be obferved is, that the human 
Underftanding is capable of learning to con- 
ncft and compare the feveral Notions pre- 

b fented 
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ftfttedto it, ^ct without being able t6 ^o^ 
duce any Thing of itfelf. r 

^. ' ■ • • • ... , , j ;; ' 

Th£ Itieas, by the Phtmichs Aippofed m 
iiat«, arC) according to their Dod:rine, teatnel 
by Souk, when dwelling ifi the upper tRegbda^ 
long before their Banifhnoent into thc& Bodt^9; 
But) in confidering the Nature of the hrxvaOi 
Mind, Tbto very well perceived, that it v«^ but 
a .fimpte naked Principle of Activity ; as^i 
bsEikting its Agency, it is indeed AriftotU^ 
TtdmUrfJk, Is not this precifely infinutti^ 
that it has nothing in itfelf; and that wha^ 
ever it has, or feemsto have, does asd mi& 
be adVehtidous ? 

In EfFeft, when this is urged home to the 
Leaned, ihey muft neqeflkrily allow that every 
Man knmcdiately receives from others a Heap 
of Lights and Prmciples, and even learns £-om 
them the Manner of combining and applying 
them, which is called Reafoning on them : 
So that with us all is Tradition. ^ Hovvevcr w^ 
naay exclaim againft this Affertion,. it ev^r 
will be .found the Cafe, as is manifefl in 9II 
Arts and Sciences. ..., v 

Now, if there w^s a firft Man of the famit 

Nature which he has tranfmitted to others, as h'c 

-5 had 
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h^Al^tutA nDthing'by Tradition^ nbneihaVc* 
ing been aftteccdint* to-bim; it afgd* greit 
Need of Hellebore not to own, that he muft 
llavft-f*ei|^€d cvety Thibg by Re^aikm^ that 
he might be the natural and' neceflkry Source 
of Tradition to his GhiMroil, lirom whom all 
Mankind have proceeded. 

< Having only one B6ok which treatsr of 
the Ort^n of the Wofld, and tliis Book 
•having ' gained great Veneration among the 
hioft feftcetiiable Perfohs for above thirty- 
ftven^ Centuries, fome Deferenfce .may be 
iHowed' it, efpedally as' nothing reafonable 
Has been' brought to the Difparagctnent of it 
And do hot all the Literati hold Herodotus^ 
Diodoruky Un^y^ and many others, in great 
Veneration, though they are not without their 
marvellous Paflages? 

TtfEklB are bther Works, in which are ex- 
plained tbe certain Marks of a mufch more fc- 
fpeftable and far ftiperio'r Charatflcf^, Which 
ihines in the Hiftory of Mofes^ than can' be 
produced from any other knbWft Author: 
-But this k not the Time for dwelling on the 
Proofej as it would break in upon an Argu^ 
ineni, the Force whereof depends oii the Imin- 
. b z ttrrupted 



Afm^i (GoftW^Oa 'Pf::the Propofitiow, 
which <»Q3in9nicate;L}ght. to each othec« 



i. ....-o /■;' , . I .. : ..:->s ^ ^ -■' '■'■■■■■■ 
I., -: L €.H A Pi IIL ! 

. • . " , ' ' ' 

. ' " ; ....... • 

BU T what puts the Extravagancy of hu* 
^ ig[jai)JUnderftanding beyond all Qjieftion, 
*is, thatfomany grave Writers ftiould fide with 
^that opprobrious Abfurdity, which places Men 
or^iginally raving in the Woods and Fields like 
wild Beafts, without any .Society : N^y^. they 
li^ve taken all the Pains imaginable to brand 
thefe Men with an Inaptitude and Avcrfionto 
Society, not to be overcome but by Terrors, or 
Tome fuch Baits as the Charms of Orpheui^ 
Mufick. 

It fedms thefe Authors had quite forgot that 
Men univerfally have ifliied from Marrkgcs 
betwixt Families immemprially aflociati} 
W that if, by a very fingular Acddefit, a 
human Pair ever fled from Juftice or. Vio- 
lence tp the Woods, their Defcendants have 
foon been compelled by Diftrefs to {hiik their 
Quarters; and throw themfclyes upon the Mer- 
cy of theu: Fellow-Creatures, who nfcVcr re- 
I fiifcd 



C^AF, lit of Political GmerMe^.- . S^i 

fiifed to ^dmit them ngain into Sodety; ind 
cultivate and Kform them, purfuajit td'a La\y 
which 'Nature itfelfknpofcs, 

. That thofe Authors fhould not be aware of 
fuch a prominent Error, that they ftiould 
build on without fiBcling the palpable Weak^ 
nefs of their Foundatbn, is amazing, if not 
worfe. Though Tradition and the general 
Aflent had not informed them that all Men 
are originally fprung from one Father, and at 
firft muft have been Members of one Family,- 
and in Time of a large Society, was not the 
prefent State, of the whole Earth fufficient to 
redify their Miftake? Not at all. Wheh once 
Prejudice is rooted in the Mind, it is not even 
the Information of our Senies whidi canex^ 
tirpate it. - 

It was the manifeftNeccffity of providing ;a 
Subfiftcnce for their growing Numbers, which 
firft obliged Mankind to feparate : New Lands 
were to be cleared, and their inexhaoftibie 
Bowels ranfackcd, for the Support and Con- 
yeniepcy of thofe Nations which began tp 
^pver the whole Earth: Yet they ever fepa- 
r^ted in large Societies, and, as fiich main^ 
Hftijaed themfelves, with the Help of thofe 

b 3 ScieiKC^ 
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Science* mvJ: Arts, in which their Progenitors 
had car^foUy tnftrufted them. Thus, and no 
other wife, has the Earth been peopled. 

^^^TILL'more extraordinary Circumftance in 
theChinaefa with which thefe Authors have 
been f6 extremely taken, op rather infatuated, 
k, that peitber Hiftory,. nor even the Poets, 
i(n all the Wildncfs of their Fidlions^ af- 
^rd the leaft Trace of any Aflembly, general 
o^ patti.euJar, to agree about the Religion, 
LaWs, and Ufages, that are generally efta- 
bliihed anxong Mankind. ' All the Poets have 
unanicDOiofly given Mankind out to be the 
Iflue of the Gods themfelves i and have 
maintaiped, ^that fdr all Sciences and Arts 
Men were indebted lo an immediate Revela- 
tion. The Hiftorians of After-ages fpeak to 
the fame Purpofe > only, and that but fcl- 
dom, ufing the Word Tradition inftead of 
I^evelatiop, Laftcamc Philofophifm, which 
oijly fecotided the former Opinions. Yet, 
thj^fejf^^gkild'Perfons fplitting into Seds, fonic 
of tijeiii forged Abfurditie^ and Sophifms, 
which favour not a little of the fuppofed 
beftij^ Commencement of Mankind. From 
fome of thefe probably it is, that a certain 

Civilian 
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Civilian has drawn the Materials of the hol- 
low Foundation of his Jurifprudcnce. 

It may indeed have happened, that ChiU 
dren refra<3:ory to their Parents, troublefome 
to their Families, and noxious to Society, had 
fled from the Puniihments they deierved to 
uncultivated Climates, where Woods Moun- 
tains, and Rivers, af&rded the|3i a : natural 
Barrier. Thus, doubtlefs, what ihiaU fpark of 
Humanity was left infenfibly went out, and all 
good Senfe and Virtue became involved! in 
Darknefs. But what is this, compared to the 
Univerfality of Mankind, which has, with^ 
out any Difcontinuance, concurred to keep up 
numerous and policed Societies by a fuccef- 
five Tradition ? 

Who can be ignorant, that, as Cbaldea'wzh 
as it were, the Cradle of the Infant- Worlds fo, 
after the Deluge, was it the Nurfery^ where 
$ill Nations grew up, till they feparated, car- 
rying with them the. Traditions, Laws, and 
Uiagjcs, derived firom their Anceftcnrs. From 
this Land of Cbaldea it is^ that the Egyptians^ 
the Scythians, Indians y and Pbenicians have 
tranfplanted all their Knowledge and Polity. 
This is an uncontrovertible Fad s forall Hifiory 

\\ A is 
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kWitpcfe of the Truth diereof. ThtJEgyptians 
and JPbenicians itnproted:!thc Grecians^: who 
afterwards caip^ to be the Preceptors of all 
Europe, • '...'' 

Traditions, in their Dcfccnt down to m, 
have undergone confiderable Adulterations, 
from the Prejudices of thofc who got them into 
their Hands, and made themfelves the Depofi^ 
tarics and ft-omulgators of them : There vws 
even Danger that the genuine Traditions would 
in Procefs of Time be utterly defaced ; but the 
provident Author ^nd Father of Men had guand^ 
cd againft it from the Beginning. His Wifdom 
fele^ted a particular People, who were to be the 
Depofitary of the genuine Traditions : HciK-r 
ftinguifhed them by an indelible Token : He 
exalted them, fo as to be the Glory of the 
whole Earth, that, being regarded as the Fa- 
vourites of Providence, Recourfe might be had 
to them on all Occafions^'for afcertaining the 
the true Didtates of Nature and Religion, and 
the Laws of Humanity. Thus Tradition, bc^ 
ing reduced into Writing, has been refcoed 
from the profahe and intrufive Hands of hu^ 
man Reafon, which, when not directed by 
good Education, nor controuled by fupreme 
Authority, is ever floating amidft Paffions and 
4re?tdful Prejudices, ^ This 
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..:.Thjs we (haU illuftrat? by a .plain N^ra-* 
tiyc pf the Creation, in which is alfo. fet 
down the true Origin of the general Dcpra*^ 
vation, by which, without the Interppfition of 
aifr^fli Revelation, the very Worfliip of God 
and Love of our Neighbour were in DangfD 
of being totally extinguifhcd. 

C H A P. IV. 

NOTHING can be more fimple and 
natural than what the Creator did in 
forming Man, to engage him to honour and 
love him above all Things, and to be no kfs 
tender of his Neighbour than ©f himfelf; 
which is the great End of all Law and 
Juftide. 

ADAM is at firft created fingle, that he 
may feel himfelf a Creature no lefs defirous 
of, than formed for Society, which cannot 
be compenfated by any otheir Advantages: 
His tedious Lonelinefs is foon relieved by a 
Companion taken firom his own Body j he 
knows it, and inftantly rejoices at dle^Sight 
of her ; the Beauty in which ilie was created 

to 
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to link his Heart to her, had the proge^^^j^f^ 
fed, and infpircd die fofteii EniptiQn^,^^^ 
early was Man taught to love his Fellow«^r«-^ 
turc ais himfelf. 

All outward ObjeSs, though the Senfa*^ 
tion was then new, did not in the Icaft par* 
take^ of this rifing Love ; and to this tender 
Pair the Beauty and Delight of them gave 
no Contentment, but as they enjoyed them 
together : The benign Deity himfelf was 
pleafed with their Fondnefs ; he did not refent 
Adam's EfFufions of Complacency to Eve, 
though it does not appear that he had yet paid/ 
any Thanks or Adoration to the Author of 
hi3 Being : And is it not natural to begin w^tb 
the Love of our Likenefs, in our Afcent to 
the Love of God? Indeed, it is God himfelf 
who is loved in every Object of Love; 
and, when we attain talove God fupremely ia 
all his Works, this is a perfeft Worfhip. 

Ij)i the whole Circuit of the new Creation, 
there was nothing to excite the leaft Sentiment, 
the leaft Idea of Fear or Hatred ; they are in- 
compatiUe with Innocence. God himfelf always 
appears to jSdam in a-Figure like hisown,fpeaks 
tohkn in hiaown Language, and feems to exert 

his^ 
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Power only for the Welfare ind Delight of 
Kis Creature. After giving him Dominion ove^ 
the whole Earth and all Creatures, a delici- 
ous Garden for his Refidence, and, to complete 
his Felicity, an amiable Companion, could 
any Thing further be wanting in the Creator 
to hind jiJam*^ Love, and, in him, that of aill 
Mankind ? 

However, his Goodnefs flops not here : 
Knowing the Danger that new-created Man 
might be allured to take his firil Aliment from 
a Fruit that was peculiarly pleafant to the Eye^ 
but of which the incomparably Ufe was to be 
delayed, till after tafting the Fruit of the Tree 
of Life y in bis paternal Tcndemefs, he admo- 
nifties him of it, and even condefcends to in- 
form him of the Reafon ; for, fays he, this 
would be a mortal Poifon to you. 

This Premonition a jealous Spirit at the 
fame Time lays hold of, as the only Way to 
deftroy Mai>; and, immediately falling to 
Work, he brings unexperienced Eve to believe 
that he is in the Secret with God, as a Pream* 
ble to his contradiding the Divine Decree^^nd 
• denying the fatal Confequences, flily droppiiig. 
a Word to give an invidious Turn to the falu- 

tar^ 
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tary Warning which their .Creator had -^ftfefi 
them. ^^ •' 

The innocent, and corifequently credQloos 
Creature, not knowing but there might be 
other Figures in the World who fpokc her 
Hulband'e Language, and as yet udfufdeptible 
of Fear, being without any Ideas of Evil, arid 
much lefs of Death, is not alarmed at thefe 
Inveiglements ; and, taken with the Sightlinefs 
of the forbidden Fruit, ftie plUcks, bites, and 
perfuades her Hulband to dp die fame : Though 
confcious of the Evil, his Paflion for her wll 
BOt permit him to heiitate. 

Thus, notwithftanding all the Crcatort 
Care for the moft perfect of his Works, and !^ 
him deflined to eternal Happinefs, is the fatal 
Blow given to Mankind. TheGuilt of ournew* 
formed Parents declares itfelf in Shiverings aiid 
Blufhcs : Then it was they firft felt Cold and 
Shame. They are imcnediately for covering 
thepifelves : And this was the firft Interruption 
of the perfed Love in which they were placc;4 
at their Creation ^ ^ 

The paternal Advice of the Creator is im- 
mediately conftrued to be a Menace, and their 

inward 



Jnward Diforder convinces theni of the fatail 
<]lonfequences. This jnight well make theiti 
fly from the Face of their Mafter, whom they 
now began ta dread as an Avenger of their 
Crime: This nwght well: fill them with 
cDetcftation of the, treacherous Serpent, and 
with a racking Apprehenfion of being fpeedily 
^^toffand deprived, of alLtbofe. Enjoyments, of 
which they had but juft began to tafte. At the 
fame Time, might not the Delay of Death give . 
-them fome Hopes, or induce them to doubt a 
•Utile of the Effcft of the Almighty's Threats^ 
or p^rfuade them that Death was nothing elfe 
but the State in which they found themfclves? 
We plainly fee that the Wretchedncfs vdiich 
they had drawn upon themfelv^s made a Breach 
in the perfeft Love which hitherto had beeh 
growing betwixt thefe two human Creatures : 
Alhm peremptsorily throws the Blame upon 
the Companion, nvhicb thou gaveji me^ as ht 
liad the Confidence to fay to God. 

Here, at once, Love and Fidelity, fo natural 
to Man, at the firft Shock of the firft Trial is 
flackened, and near being entirely diflblved^ 
Could human Reafon clear up to Adam and 
Eve the Uncertainty of their Deftiny, that 
fatal Source of the Darknefs which has per- 
vaded 
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vaded all Mankind ? Could k find out 
whether God would pardon Mankind^ or notiP 
whether he bad provided a Remedy .a^u^ 
the dreadful D^nages of their Guilt, or not;? 
or, whether they were to live or die? A 
iad Proof how a momentary lAberration i-dita 
that Faith and Love which unites m to Cod, 
throws us into die nloft deploraUe Darb^ 
nefs ! 

It is from God alone that proceeds all |1}9- 
mination and Relief, and they eicpertence it in 
a new Revelation. He calls the Delinquents 
before him, and' informs them th^t .their 
Wretchedncfs is wholly owing to t^Hsirj Ijijf- 
l^elief and Difobedience ; he animates thef)|, 
to a determined Hatred of apl Enemy, w^p 
would give them a great deal of Trouble be- 
fore he could be finally cruftied; he alfp ^r- 
ticularizes to them a Life of Toil^ Pain, and 
Afflidlion, to be terminated by Death j ifter 
which, he comforts them with a glimmering 
Hope of ^a Felicity beyond what they had 
forfeited. In fine, they were driven from 
their' delicious Garden, and fent \o get a Sub- 
fiftencc out of the Earth by the Sweat of their 
£row. 

All 



AXL this was no more than ia fecond Trial, 
add the only Remedy for their Tranfgreflion : 
But it is not fo in Man's Accdunt. To erro- 
neous human Underftanding it appeared a 
levere Puniftiment. Our firft Parents were 
^oubtlcfs averfe to dying : But a Life of La- 
bour and Sicknefs pleafed them as little. All 
the Good promifed them is at a vaft Diftance, 
and all the £ vil prefent. How different is the 
laft State from the firft ! 

I THROW a Veil over the unnafuril Trage- 
dy, which happened foon after by the two 
iirft Brothers, and which gave the laft Thruft 
towards the utter Overthrow of Fidelity and 
AfFeftion among Men. The aftive Principle 
of natural Love, not daring any longer 16 
truft to external Objefts, collected all its 
Agency within, itfelf : And hence arofe what 
we call Self-love, that almoft unfurmountablie 
Obftacle to the Love of our Neighbour, which 
is to much -the more pernicious, as it is often 
imperceptible, and continually circumvents us 
by innumerable Difguifes. 

' CH A p: 
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C H A P.; V. 

FROM this brief Narrative, which is 
taken, without any prefumptuous Altera- 
tion, from that of Mofes^ it is clear, that no^ 
thing more could be done for intelligent Crca^ 
tures, than what the Creator did, to fix their 
eternal Happineis on a ftable Bafis, enjoining 
them to live in a perfect Love to him and to 
themfelves. 

. It alfo lays open, with the fame Per3(pil 
cuity, how this admirable Work was at once 
Ruined, and Mankind fell into Weakneffe^ 
Darknefs, and enormous Depravation, wticfci 
were the almoft ncceffary Confequences of the 
firft Error. That fuch a Train of Misfortune! 
immediately fucceeded, is the Fault of hu- 
man Reafon only : For, when once it has 
thrown off the Yoke that is fit for it, an^ 
leaped over the Littiits of Divine Revelatioflj 
there is no End of its Errors and wild Sal« 
lies. 



To 



Ghat. Vj of ToIiHcalijfoverments, ' 33 

• ^ To , 1s»e ccmvinced of thiis, yoa need ■ oidy 
confidcr the prcfcnt Ignorance of this fo 
much boafted Ratiocination in regard to God^ 
our Neighbour, and even to Love it felf, 
though ihfeparably annexed to it; and then 
judge >)vhether it is fafe to truft to it alone, for 
the Truths of Religion and the Rights of 
Princes. 

The univerfal Corruption having gradually 
eftranged Men from the fenfible Pfefcnce ojF 
their Creator, and Tradition perfifting immove- 
ably to niaintain the Exiften'ce of a firft Eter- 
nal Being, the Author of Mankind, but un- 
der different Afpefts, as above-mentioned ; 
fometimcs as an indulgent Father, fometimes 
as a rigid Judge, fomctitaes as almighty, and 
fometimes bearing with the Oppofition of re- 
bellious Spirits, and the Ruin of his Mafter- 
piece ; human Reafon immediately fet about 
fceking and forging a thoufand Extravagancies, 
in order to reconcile all this, according to the 
Caprices and Paffions of Men. 

If you only caft an Eye upon antient Idola- 
try, and the different Forms of Worfhip that 

obtained even annongft the mofl policed Na- 
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tions, tbe frightful Abufes of right Reafon and 
commoaSenfe, ftate you m the Fac^. The 
PbiloibpJbers^ who came afterwards, agreed no 
better among diemfelves ; fome diiawing from 
jdear Fountains, ochers from the Puii^es df 
their own Imaginations, which produced (Mh 
mera's worfe than Idolatry itfelf. In fine, 
when all Mankind confented in theCxtftentt 
of an eternal almighty God, there was at the 
fame Time an univerfal Jarring about the Idea 
to be formed of him, and the Wfvihip to be 
paid to him. 

As great was the Difcord about the Word 
Neighhur: And this Difpute fpngad its Roots 
fo, that not a few Shoots ofit arefecn in 
our Days. One fets out with aflerting, that 
|to be a Man, is to be a Neighbour ; and ano- 
ther knows no other Neighbours than tbofc 
of his own Religbn 5 others again will have 
Country, Language, Confanguinity, Friend^ 
fhip. Favours, to be its conftituent Parts : In 
general, he is our Neighbour, who can bc 
made to turn to any Account j and, as for any 
others, an Alms is all their due. 

Mankind has ever been compounded of 
woithy and religious Perfops^ of Friends, 

Parents, 



|[?aiQ»C^i aiul {Brothers, on one Hand ; and on 
-thetrthci-, of Villains and Libertines, . of Ene* 
^i#s apd Traitors, l^iides MiUioiis whtifk 
rCbara^fkcs.ace unk^iowfi* All the(e cantiol 
be faid to have the fame Claim to our Af*^- 
feftion : To refufe it to fome, would be In-' 
jttftice; to grant it to others. Stupidity* But> 
what is more perplexing, the fame Men often 
fhift frotn one Charader to another, whilft 
others never change. It is to no Purpofe to 
bring thefe Cafes before Reafon's Tribunal : 
We (hall ftillbe as deficient in the Theory, as 
we too generally are in the Pradice. 

. .But the moft extraordinary Circumftanc?e 
is, what \pe (hall remark relatively to L6ve, a 
Sentiment which all Men equally partake irf, 
and not, liable one would think, to any /^bufe 
from Underftanding, as it needs only to refleft 
upon itfclf. Now, every Man, when he loves, 
is pleafed with loving 5 and the inward Satis* 
fadion which he feels, immediately fixes his 
Thoughts upon the beloved Objed:, in whom, 
by this Contemplation, he difcovers or ima- 
gines frefli Beauties, which flrengfhcn the At- 
tachment, fo that every other Idea is trouble- 
fome and difguftful. In this State of Paffion, 
nothing delights us more than to be talking 
c 2 with 
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with others of the beloved Objed: Tbtali 
with it, is Tranfport. Without Love,: Gon«r# 
fation droops 5 we prefer Solitude toit, whcoi 
contrary to the Dramatic Laws, the Lover fre- 
quently indulges himfelf in Soliloquies* ^ 

But this is not all : There is no Satisfisio- 
tion,^ but in doing, what is pleafing to the bs- 
loved Objedt ^ and we think it can never be 
too much efleemed and honoured. Others 
mud alfo come into the fame Behaviour, and 
if any will not, he cannot be our Friend: 
But he who prefumcs to do the contrary, his 
Blood muft anfwer for fuch Brutality. Jf it 
be the Lover's Misfortune to difplcaic the Ob- 
jeft, he; does not offer at any Excufe, but pleads 
guilty, and onjits no Reparatioa : It ofi»n 
proves an Occafion of redoubled Marks, of 
Tenderncfs, which are carried to Angular, and 
fomctimes deplorable Exceffes. Next/t^ t|w 
excruciating Apprehenfion of not being belov- 
ed, the main Fear is to offend. 

This, without any Help of Poets or PMo- 
fophers, is a plain Defcription of Loviig; 
and poffibly there are not many Men, who 
at one Time or other have not felt the Trpth 
of it: Yet afk the Generality of Men what 

Loving 
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Laving S$y and you .may e^cped a thbufand 
Atile Aofwers, The Majority wiH bc-fiupe to 
tell you, that it means no more than the. anU , 
mal Aift of Generation : Others, fay, that it 
is to dp no Hi^rm : With others, it is^ to do 
fomeGood, to fhevr Civilities, and pay Ho^ 
oours ; Some again make it confift in Flat- 
tcringi CareiSng, Lying, flicking at nothing 
low, ridiculous, or even criminal, to divert 
or gratify them, in order to infinuate ourfelves 
into their Favour, and then make ouu own 
Advantage of it. In a ^ Word, loving othert 
feeros no more than loving ourfelves. . Every 
one owns, that he docs not love his Wife, 
as he docs his Neighbour;, nor his Neigh- 
bour^ as God: But, if the Diftin^on is re? 
quired, they are put to a Stand, or make 
bungling Work of it, .... 



C H A P. VI. 

IT is inconceivable, that, aftdr any Kind of 
Refledion on the Premifcs, a Man of 
common Scnfe can lay any Strefs on humaa 
Underftanding, as: the fole Judge of Reli- 
gion and the Rights of Monarchs, That the 
,03. V/orili!p 
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Wdiibip of Gfiod, and tbe Love of bur Nttigh- 
bouFji ard the folid Foundation di all iJam 
aod Jttftioe* is anuniverfal Semtimtnt: Yet, 
irom what We have obforved, tbi^ Poundatit^, 
ifleft to human Underftinding, and the fti- 
volons Idea? it iottm<£' Natwre wh^ti it1ofe» 
Sight of diirine ]ILeveblk>ii atid aatttral Tra- 
ditioo> appears to be qoite hollow dftd tdftei:- 
»ig. 

. ■ > • • • 

^ WrTHOtfT this iupreme Law, Mankindi 
will go bkinderiflg on^ *bout thft Rights df 
Princes, as tfaey have <lone in Mafrfege aflJl 
^Jl thfe other hutaiao E^tles. Thd great PhP 
lofopIWr PAa/fl, even after drawing frofmii 
good Spribg,, has nevtrthetefs givefe into ^ 
abominable Extravagancy of a Comtliurfity <£ 
Wives in his Republic. If LycUrgushik mt 
made quite fo free with Marriage, he has entire* 
\f confounded and extinguifhed in Maidens ali 
Ideas of a juft Pudicity. Minos of Cretty who 
was in fuch Reputation for Wifdom, had^ 
fhew.ed them a Pattern in the Community of 
Children, thus abolifinng the Rights aiui htt« 
itoral Tendernrfs of Rirents. Such ^ethe ^iM 
Fruits of this fo much kafted Tree, wHUotii 
t&B Cukuce of Revelation : For thcfc Sl#i 

did 



did no$ want plaufible Reafons in JuftificatitHh 
of their InftitQtes. 

It Wtfre no great Efifficul«y to make the 
likd Reaaarks on wsmy other Articles ; and M 
ptmc^ . that, cmjidering Man eithr as created 
hy Gdd^ m" m endued fyhii Creator vdih certahi 
Ci^p^rml and intetieSlml Facuities^ of which 
fbe BffiSiihvi^yS^Cfitiy according as beujes 
tbemy er; infine^ as mcRmd^ or even neceffkafid 
by bis natural Qmditwiy t$ live in Society mtb 
bis Fidikyu^Creatures *^ if,tbefe three Rektkuxi 
bo left to^ the paf titoular Uriderftindk^ of 
every Individual, ^t Ca^ifa^ tot Sententiai 
will etermlly be the Cafe* If thiei Decifion 
and the proper Limits of each are to be referred 
to f(^e I gather tba^ others, an auUiorit^tiv^ 
'tribunal i^fl;, after all be purree) tq,:Capa^ 
blc of over-awing private Reafon* No fooner 
does Reafon fet up to be its own Guk}^ 
than it is neceflkrily bewildesred in m im^ 
Ctxenie Oceans driven to and fro by Qpi* 
910ns, Paffion; , Int^eftst and horaan Preju^ 
diipes ^ Winds indefatig^bU: in their Vio^ 
fen(^)i ever pr-odu^ve t^ Storms, .^d nev^ 
iraftip^ther advtntwouaBark into a iafe Haf# 
b€ttf. 

c 4 THBn> 



Therefore, it will not be fdreig^ stoTthc 
Work to fct down, with all poffible Oonci&f 
nef$, the natural Inftitution of poMad Ow 
vernments, abftradedly froofi all arhtirai^iisN 
vcntioa, but by a Law of Neceffity impdW 
by the Creator, after he had prefcribed ^ 
Fcwm of feneration, and of the lacreafe of 
Mankind. Human Underftanding is dlififtindl 
to know it at the fitft Overture 5 and RcafcA 
is to feek it in a true Tradition, and to com*. 
bine the Difpofition6,^Eyetits, and Confe* 
quences, in order to judge of it according to 
the Principles .of fuprerae Equity, of vi4iich 
the only Source is Divine Revelation/ ^ ^^ 
; \ ..':.J. t,. . . ;. .0 '^ . :. :b"i«:: :^: ad 

'All M&'hkind being tlie Oflfepfiiig^ *f bofc 
■fingle JFathcr^ on whonfi a Superi6rf<y''oirei: 
his Wife was foon after formally cohfcrredjFh 
it is nbt tbbfe doubted',^ ttet he tdofc€afcof 
iis^ Cbildrfen^, and providdd'for their Subfifttfrtce 
and Education. If was lie who at^'firtt ^rilled 
his Faniily 2 His Cdmpanion, having the injmt- 
mediate Comriiand of -hfcr Creator jfitto tipon 
her Mind, -to be obedient to him, is noft16> be 
fuppofed to have thwarted him (b foeai : If 
ever any fuch Thing happened, it muft:.hafc 
been after wards, ; - , • ^ 

The 



:^ iThc Government of One is what theGmib 
have t€traed'Mw/irr<&y; and the Word im- 
ports no oaore^ whatever Diftintftion was after- 
Walri^ broached of the Monarcbiedl and Patr%^ 
*/*&sr/ Qovcrnmeot. The Patriarch, it is faid, 
was Ruler of his Children, only as being their 
Father. This the Monarch is not naturally, 
Boti. the Patriarch having no lefs Power over 
bis Ponaeftics and Slaves^ though none of 
his Iffue, tbisfuppofed Diftindion or Diffe- 
rence iinniediatcly vaniihes, . 



, f ; In. all , the antediluvian Ages; there is , ktf 
Appearance of any other Form of Govcrn- 
nient than the Patriarchal, not even among 
CW«'8 refradory. Defcendants. After the .fir ft 
univerial Cataftrophe, Noah remained the only 
Father, and a fecond Root of all Mankind. 
He had three Sons and fixtecn Grandfons, 
e^icL of .whom left a numerous Pofterity, con- 
tinuing together in the Plain of Sbinar till 

. *he fifth Generation, when the Confufioii of 
Languages obliged them to difperfp« 

This . prophetic Pha?nomen6n admirably 
points out, that, whenever Mpukind pretend 
of' diemifelves to hold a gene ^.1 Meeting for 



any important Deliberation, there rauft neceA 
fasiiy l^lovr ;t Co<i6ifi:on of Tongaes. ind^Chat 
by the CofitrafWtyiQf. OpitlWfflr Afe Enj^erpriwt 
wiH como to Aothing* Since th^t Tttt(^ 
in EflFed, no iiith Thing haa ever beea pro^ 
jeded;. and; now* it is J^ecome as impo^lit^e^ 
as it is u/elefs aixl irregular^ Eiren the ce^ 
nowned Council of the AmfbiBy^ns in Gremt 
though but a petty Province, never found 
tiaeir Refotation^ good in the SeqaeU To 
pfefcrlbe what k fit, paffibk, and beiid-> 
clal to Mankind, is the CoiidEtrii of the JlI<^ 
mighty, who knows what he made in Man, 
what his Wants and Capacities are, md in 
whom Tendernefs and Power coiscenterr 
'■- .. . ...■ ■ . ^ ..'f 

. NOAH living 350 Yeats after the D& 
kige> and according to the IMiriw Tmti 
\^hidi I greatly miftruft, the Difper^aialliAg 
out, at moft, but 130 Years After thidDefola^ 
lation, this Patriarch mtift ha^efeeti his Chtl^ 
^en ieparated aao Yeafs beforehis Death, and 
his Governtnent ftiddenly fo onrtailcdv thai 
only a very fmall Portion muft hdve remainel 
to him. Though the Improbability of thij 
Account be perfe^ly corre^^ed ift the S^JUa^ 
gint^ Prudence forbids bottoming upcm-^t 
controvertible Fad: Thetefbre Ikee^teiwbtf 

necefla-* 



n<JciJlfeTily'h&^p6iis m our D^ys-by human Gc-'' 
ttft-atibnv ^Havliig^ oricc for all lard down a 
prlihordial \l^atrij[fchal Government, from 
which we fh^l mdriifeftly deduce all the difie- 
rentFormsrdffblitfcat Governments that have 
flood firm. The InVentfoh and Reafoningtf 
of Men have often been for trying Experi^ 
jaicnti^, whkh^ have, as often faifed j and at kft 
they v<ref e fdrced t6 recur to wliat t!he ereator 
hAd pointed out in Natiire, 

-.■ - ■ •' 4 ■ ' ■ ' '■ 

C H AP. Vfi: 

■ ' c 

LET us a* firft fuppofe, that a Patriarch 
had . ten. Chaidren, and each of thefc 
as many i ib that the whole Family con-* 
fifted of a hundred and eleven Perfons^ aii 
married' according to* the Law of Nature. Let 
usifilrthfer fuppofe each of thefc Grand-chil* 
drefi to have l«n Children ^ the whole Fan 
mily b^ing thus : encre^d to eleven hundred 
aad ekven Peribns^ all iHued &6m one iingle 
Father, ft ill coiitinuiug to rule, as Head of the 
Family^ In fi©e, there vvas no Impoflibility 
thal^ at the Qtigin of the World, the fame Fa- 
xkm might &e aU his Great Grand^children 

married^ 
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onnicd, and each to havebc^ol ten Children^ 
fo tha^ Dodcr his Eyes, Jhk EantUy increafes to 
dercD thoofand one handled and eleven ftr^ 
(bftt^andasmany Wooienymakiii^in aUJtwai* 
t^-twothooiand Souls; the more or le^, does 
iK>C afied: my prefent DefigD, 

It is faffident to know.and acknowledgCi 
that the only firft Father was. to gpvem bis 
Children, according to his I^nQwledge and 
natoral Tendernefs, which is obferved to iiw 
vreafe in delcending. I doubt whether it .will 
readily be allowed, that the good Patriarch had 
the fame Authori^ over all his Great Grandichilf 
dreo, as he |)ad at firft over his own Children 
in their younger Years : I am myfelf inclined 
to think he willingly admitted th^ immedi^ 
ate Fathers into a Share of the Rule over their 
rifing Generation : Their Counfels and Petfons 
were doubtlefs a Relief to his now decrepid 
Age, which muf): have funk ui^der the Bur** 
then of Government. But, though deaUfig 
thus with his Children, who will afBrmthat 
any one would dare to oppofean cxprefs Gorn^ 
mand of his ? Had one been a Rebel, the reft 
would have adhered to the filkl Refpefi: aud 
Submifiion due to their common Father 9 
which comes to the fame Thing. .n 

I ^ At 
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;^ At IcngA the good Patriarch dies 5 and per* 
haps he had before entiriely divefted himfelf of 
all-poblic Cai^j to indulge an infirm Age in the 
Trinquillity of Retirenaent, However it be, 
licre are his ten Children, all equally Brothers, 
and Heads of as many Families, ftill affociat- 
ed,i and froni their Birth accuftomed to live 
tc^ethefj and to govern their Pofterity, in a 
general Harmony and Correfpondence. If 
fome of them had taken a Diftafte to the 
Maxims of their common Father, and thrown 
lap all the Advantages of the* Society of his 
Brethren ; it is not to be fuppofed that the 
M^ority, would do the fame, and fet fuch 
^aift'Example of Giddinefs and Difobedience to 
their ov^n Children and Defcendants 

/Thus I prefume to have (hewn, that eight 
Often Fathers, each of them having a Pofterity 
of two thoufand, continue together at the' 
Head of their Families, which together made 
a numerous People : Now, this Affociation 
could not fubfift without the Obfervance of 
the Maxims of Concord and Society, a Con- 
currence in the fame Views, and an Attention 
to the Comfort ai>d Welfare of all the Com- 
munity. 

. But 
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J5iiT as, to*l)c>nfini{cI>aii»gc^ of: Society, 
the wifeft Principles, the bcft-cppcfirted Rj^f 
lations, are too often pvefthrown by AccidbEnttj 
common Concerns firequ^lj ari^i^, Moetisl^ 
were of Nccefljty to bp .biJd anaong tbcm, 
where the tnoQ, ialutary OpioiogDwas to. tsr^a 
the Scale. Now, here's ^ ffoJwi(»l CoBWfil.sf^ 
fembled by the pure Dilates of Nal»re, "n^firiS^ 
methinks^ I hear the fratern^tl 3pfeq[he$:r<XD 
the feveral lacidepts, thp beft Mmfu^eSj. jbp 
Detriment of fame, the Advantages of oj^bo^ 
Obje&iQns refuted^ and Proofs Inht^^ i ihni^ 
Father's Example the (mjIj .^C9den^x:?i«» 
Ma?:im6 the .only Authority.. . Tim i?;the«Mlljf 
.Code, the natural and priiwititje AuthoriJy»*lii8 
could, be quoted without ai^ypreyioilsCkKlliitiv^ 
tion to fettle its Authenticity, and pafs it intoi; 
3ody of Laws. This necelSirily iovrs 'from 
the Form of Generation, and the .MultipUcf^- 
tion of Mankind. 'Tis only after NattwR 
tliat Art comes ; ^nd all tii9t csiq bo t&^^ad 
of it is, to imitate its Predeceffor. Vsry akca^ 
the Copy is not comparable ito the Or^inil'^ 
with all its ImperfeiSions." 

During the Continuance of tius uniti^ 
Fraternity, the eldeft of the ten Brpth^ id«li. 

leaving 
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kaving tea Children. What's to be xlonc 
cioW ? If all his ten Children are admitted 
Jttt© the Regency with thdr nine furviving 
Uncles, that would deftrojr theEquilibre, as 
the Nephew-Panaity would have a Vote more 
than all the reft put together ^ & that Nature 
would lead them to call up the eldeft of the 
Nephews tntp the Council c^ State, as by Age 
and Experience heft qualified to fit in the 
Coancil of theBlder% and by Primogeniture 
|he legal Repnsfentative of the eideft Branch 
of the Family. Thus 13 the Right of Seni- 
ority indicated from Nature itfelf ; and Re-^ 
elation has dot been wantmg to take Notice 
idjF it» Here we fee, in the Beginning of 
Things, a Chief fet up by Nature, «nd 
a S^fbordination naturally acquiefced in» for 
tlie Good of Society, among the Meq^bers 
whereof there was originally a perfect Equa* 
lity. In fine, here is a Ruler and Subjcdls, 
^nd a Beginning of the natural Hierarchy, 
fimnded entirely on Age, according to the 
pjaineft Import of the Word, without the 
Intervention of any human Scheme. 

To gcJ through with this Prototype : Next 
dies die fecond Uncle ; and the fame Rea« 
fons, the fame Principles, and like wife the . 
X fanie 
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fame Pcrfohs fubfifting, the lame Rule 
may bcthonghtto have»takcii Pkce,- landp^ 
to have continued at the Demife of the third, 
fourth, and all the other Uncles, even to the 
laft : Then the hundred Nephews, none of 
their Fathers being now alive, ent6r u|x8i tf c 
natural Rights of Paternity, arid, comfequiln^, 
are impowered, if they pleafe, to ereft a ^- 
nate of a hundred Perfons, or to continue tfit 
Adminiftration in the Hands of the eldeft of 
their Branches, if they found Things profpttw 
ed tinder their Conduft. ; 1 j 

WtiiCH is moil probable,' I l^all not cktoi^ 
mine : To me it is fufficient to have cxhibitid; 
and from Nature only, a natural Monarchy tm8 
Ariftocracyj the one always a little meeA 
with the other, and mutually afiifting ei^ 
Other for the public Welfare : For, if the^Affi- 
ftancc of his Children was ncceflary to txecutc 
the Commands, or (hare in the various Func- 
tion? of the firft Father; in like Manner, 
upon his Deceafe, his Children, for the Qtik 
of their Society, and to prelide in their Co»i« 
cils, muft have eledled a Chief or Magiflrate, 
whofe Age or perfonal Merit intitled him4D 
that Preference, and have lodged in him a 
fqiitable Authority, 

C H AR 
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tVik^. nth 

l*t H E R T O (here originafty a^ati 
nd^Trace df any ote Kind of PoKttcil 
6(>Yct^men« tIteM thel^fdniltFchioaf And ^iftcM 
cmiloa^V ^'"l^fiet^ elie&ivc^ dr btred^ry^^^ is nd 
MMXeri that ^o««not t^tdf tbeFb)-nk: But 
thatDetiberafione wi^o^ Appeal belong to 
aU the HaM of ^ixaiVm^, or to all the CitT*. 
sens/ ixii: ta the Commonalty^ i$ Yiidi a 
SDii#c6 of imuu^etybleMifchiefe: and CRdle6 
Cdnfufionsi^ that a Society muft be extisnkljf 
Jiiard put to it, to take up with fuch a Re- 
^ti»xtct. :SiaSafJtf h2iS'i^d& n VettiidtTipon 
rBwriocricj^ no Ids jutf than Xartwf, ff^ 
Men- ftopofi^y and Moh decide. Democrady 
■even fectthf ar Contrariety to I^aturt i it being 
little probable, that aM the Gtreat 6rand*chili- 
dren, though Heads of their [particular Fami- 
^esi would offer tofct up for themfelves, as 
Bqildsto dieir Fathers, as intitled to, and 
capd^ of Ooiremmenti Yet all this would 
have tsecniTO more than Democracy^ 

d Wt 
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^ . Bux . nothing . caa .give, .a , roore, .ifccifiw 
Kiiowledge of the true Bent of human Na^' 
turc, than a Survey pf the Form of that Po- 
litical Government, which has been conftaht- 
ly adopted and followred froto nt0 Origi|i,^'*fflt 
the TittioofTbefeus, wheq^ for chfefirft 'femft, 
the Ideii of a Rcpulflic appeared . in Greecii 
In a Series of near forty Centuries, aijfvong all 
peopled Countries, there occura rto Govern- 
ment but that of aiingle Perfofij among the 
Hebrews and iSry/i&/tfifi diflingui^bed by the 
Name of Patriarch, and by that of King in 
every other Nation, though Sovereign only of 
a little Town. 

Th<£ Republic of Cr^ir^, as it is called, in^ 
ftituted by ik/m^j, was in a Reality no othdr 
than a Monarchy, aflifted and ilrengthened by 
a Council and Senate ; like the Government 
pf Lacedeinofjy or the Plan of Romuius^ who 
to his own Regality added a Senate. Is it 
poffibic, that, in near four thoufand' Years, it 
fhould never come into fo many Political Head^ 
to inftitute a Republic j and that at laft, in order 
to it, Monarchy was to be exploded, by the 
horrible Cataftrophe of a hundred petty Ty- 
fants ? And even this was brought about 

only 
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only in a. Corner oi Europe : Thcotbcr three 
Pa^ts .of the known World never imagined 
any fiich Thing. A great deal more of tha 
World has fince been difcovered, butftill thcfo 
aiew Difcoveries afford no Sign of any Gct- 
i^pioent; b^jc the Monarchical : : So that, from 
Traditian and antieot Examples/ it muft b6 
aUc^W^; thai Mankind was never' farniihad. 
with.fixy Thing better; * : 

, ^^^yrHEK muft it; be omitted, that Re* 
publics/ were nev^claftiig ; that thpy arc kept 
ajive ty^Art; that there : is not-one^ of them 
v^hich would jiothaiYc; fallen tp Pieces,, unlefs 
patched up by lucky : Events and frequent 
Changes and Amendmlents. Without thefe 
Ai^ialh^ wouid have appeared in Hiftory 
cplyt ias id^etiDg Me^^ora. A little Attention tof 
jiff>ens^ fiom^y and iT^iJiV^,. will force us to 
acknowledge that their Duration was only in 
Ap^^^draixre; the dGfqntial Form of all their- 
Coaftitpttions iunderwent Changes from Time 
tQ Time, - whi^ch kept them upon their Legs 
fqr ilreral Ages.. Many others are but a 
iiidden Tla(h Jn the Records of Timfe. That 
qf \Gtnaa has beenihaken by a thoufand Con- 
yuifions;. it has rung .all the Changes of Go*, 
v^rament > and, if it has not been utterly 

d z over* 
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bvei;t|hTowo, it tmy tha&k its Situa^on and 
Extent. Let; 1^4 Dufcb and Swiizers^ "Bt^ 
publics of the lateft Date> produce diffoxtjit 
Examplw, if they can. 

Ino£BD, a imghtjr Potfaer is made aboot ibo 
Hibrm. Republic, as If it was inftilutdd by 
aole^aPerfoa than M^^ in his Apj^iiM- 
ment of the feventy-two fiib^hcraJ^pdge^H^ 
the Wildcrnefs, by yetbro's Advice. Thou^ 
Giod was pleafed to give hk San£i:k)n to Ac 
Magifiracyt as a R^ief to Mojesy yet htt 
Will i& clearly fignified by ^le Sueee^n of 
Judges, aaddiePredid:ioa<^^ Kitags, who 
were undoubtedly a Fart of the divine Oecf^ 
nomy» tefare the Foundatton t^tbe ff^dr&k: Bi^ 
^hat becomes of this^celet^atedv /jEfirvm^f^ 
public, when, upon confulting the^ j^odc ^ 
Truth, it fhews us an almoft unlnte^optcd 
$viccdfioa of Judges,, al thek- own Wiil and 
Pi^furc declaring War, headingr the At^, 
makmg^Peace^ fumnaoiiing>the People^ jidg* 
ing without. Appeal^ not^leftedi noriii(laUc0 
by, but independent of the Sanbedtiniii^ 
tbi? to be called a Republic-? The ?t^^^ 
were fo cpnvincing to PlaiQim Jdfepfmsj^^ 
thinking, none of the Najtoes^iiied-amoM^th^ 
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btficr Nations worthy to be iipplied to thfe 
|)rimitiy9 Hihrew Gowrnment, makes no 
Scruple to Call it a Theocracy ^ aii Appellation 
quite new, and without a Precedent among 
other Nations : Yet he fuprports this Peculi- 
arity with inrcfragable Atguinents, 

i Alx. wKich fhall be difcufled in another 

f^lace, to the beft of my Capacity. At prci.^ 

fent it is enough to have demonilrafed^ that 

Mankind, in a SuccefEon of rtear forty Ccn- 

iirries from its Origin, neWr knew of any 

'Other Political Government than Monarchy i 

'^and that, amidA the Excefies^ Cruelties^ and 

'Tyrannies of many Monarchs, no Change 'of 

^tbis Form was ever thoiight of, though the 

i3\!'^orid did not want Perfons of confummate 

Prudence, and excellent Philcafophers among 

the Chaldeans^ EgyptiariSy Terfians^ and Qym-^ 

nofip^^s. 

' Wme I to give W^y to the Impulfe of 
ktimfHi Reafon» which by itfelf I can by na 

^cans truft to, I am perfakdcd it might h6 
demonftrated, that were all Mefi ai perfeft & 
AngelSj yet no other GdVcirnmttit than the 
Moflarddcal CdUld fiik them ; md tht hearer 
tliey are to Perfeaion, «hc twsrt (liiiaMcthat 
d 3 Form 
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Form : If Af iftocracy for a while obtains, 
it mjuft be from a Failure of Monarchy, or 
to affift and cafe the Sovereign. 

By thcfc Sentiments/ I 'neither mean to 
offer Incenfe to the King my Mafter, ta do 
Honour to my Country ^^ or decorate the Me- 
mory pf my Ariftocratical Anceftors : At thp 
lirft Appearance of divine Truth on the con- 
trary Side, I woufd lay them at her Feet : But 
thefe are no other than her own Declarations 
in the Order of Nature, and univerfal Tfai3r- 
tion, and further confirmed in that Revelation, 
ivhich is receivied by all wife and good Men, 



CHAP. IX. ' 

NO I'HxI NG is of more Force to jprove 
the Government of a fingle Perfon to 
be of tiivine Eftablifbment, than an fixtfmi: 
nation of the Contrivances of human Reafofl 
to depreciate it i The Attempt has not only dl^ 
ways been baffled ;.butitSf reftlefe Opp^l(A 
has equally madifcfted its own Weakbcrffe,! aJ^ 
tbe fupernaiwalPower with which God' both 
inv«ft^ and fupports Monarchs, 

Here 
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Herb is an Epitome, of what the moft 
crifty Advfrfaries have, been able to pro- 
duce, in order to perfuade the World that 
the Government ofi a finglc Pcrfon is not caU. 
culatcd for Society. ; I myfelf, feduccd by^ 
Family - Prejudices, and the/ Ariftdcratical 
Maxitos ^of my Couatry,, fornierly had a^ 
Tindlure of: tkis Error, il ;(5w« my Recovery, 
to illuminating Revelation, whicia bsought 
me to a juft Refleftion on the Diforders and 
Calamities, 'h;vhich qeeeflarily attend ^Vi Re- 
puUican Polities, ixpon the fkft Relaxation of 
thciTOoft ri^ Obfervajice^ of the Laws. 

: No foon6r does the Family and Poftcrity of 
a Father increafc^ fays one, than Nature itfelf 
fuggeils tobiip, that his feveml Duties to his 
6rafKl-*children cannot be anfwered, unlcfs 
his own Children, Servants,! even ^Strangers, 
as Preceptors, are called in to take Part of the 
^tqral aod' neteflkyrCar^s, : for the, Mainte* 
Hgj^Ci DiiK^tion, and adyafltagcous EduwtipB 
idC bis ?Qiftflaty»> othcf^fiffeihisGrawd and Great 
^r^d-chilidr^ would want Education^ and 
JV^intoiaiance too, Jte>th depending on aujexad 
iOrder, .ajMSopcr Difttibution^wai^-a continial 

,; d 4 Know- 
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Knowledge of every IndividtiaPs ^laitkiBlaiE 
Waats. If a Father akme be^uB6qf]fll.ihi*Afa^ 
PutiiBS^ much lefs an a ikgle lUng iMriite 
the innumerable Coocerna of 9 Brapte. 4^#t^ 
mis fwhti nibil proiat. Every FadsBi^i^Pk^) 
has but comiqon Senfe^ /atis&SiQrilf jdifdn^ 
all his Putids with anf ixnall Afliilamre ; ani 
every wife Soyprelgo, with ^little mottA&ki 
ftnce, does the like : So what boeopafsr oi fim 
Arguwent? *u r 

BuT^ adds another, to provide for timl&9 
ceffitrlcs and Convenienckn of Im Fawly, i^ 
not the whole Compaft of a Father '^Dotjei&i 
He is toinftruft, encourage and reprove l^cti^ 
both hy Word and Example, Now,, whtid 
Qldr Age. comes on» how .fit is a Father for stt 
this, in which troublefome AiBdoity and liot 
dily Labour is called for, when he Hands ia 
Need of Reft and Indttlgeocei 

Aliow hi» to be in ^ ¥igottr of life^ 
^ndof a healthy- CohfiitQtlon^ftiUJa he noHi 
Matchifor fuch a Multiplicity of QiHa 1 i^ 
:\$ no rholditig out long under pecpetiuV ljak69^ 
and Solicitudes. HowUvar, KatOftf indines 4 fir 
Iher to grapple with thefe Diffioi^^ yfk^ 



aiEifiltirFsaafidaiably alleyk^ hf ^ Street-* 

ioduftrkiiis Provifion for Children ; iMrfd tbef^ 
tagettitar with the Grand-children, have a na- 
tofti Prkibi^e of DepeA^noe mA SubftiMHon, 
ihdii^g|hemt6af«Ady Obedience to alt \Afi ^ 
Pire^onv A King, it is faid, has no fuch 
Helps 3 there ii no nMural "He betwixt hiiti' 
tnft his Sti(3je(^^ and t^hat Care he tak^ ^ 
them muft ari^ from incerefted or mdral Con^ 
£deratiom; But, what iis Hill more, be the 
King's Intentions tbfc moft gracious, hi« Mea- 
liires dbe mc^ ^lutarf, thfe Sufcj^ds will be 
dfegtirfikg that Encroachments on their natural 
liberties are intended ^ iand this, togeth^ with 
thefelf^interefted Views of Individuals^ will 
iJwayi produce fomc murmuring or Oppofr^ 
tion* 

In fine, urge fome, how many ft:inces» 
who, upon their Acceffion, to the Throne, have 
'4ct6rmiined to behave like true Fathers to their 
Fedplc^ have yet been the Dupes of att their 
tencvolent Intenticna? And, dfler no long 
^Trid,- thefe Fathers, carried away 1>y a kind 
6f Neceflity, annexed to the fenpropricty of 
theiif Station, or milled by Minifters, arc feen 
gradually to make their good Pfeafiire the 

Founda^ 
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Foundation, Meafiu-c^ and'Law..<>f.tbe Ac-« 
tions> Honour, Proper^, and |<ife afrsU' 
their Subjcdls. , : 

Thi» is no more than what the beftjMc^ 
narch in the WorJd ,muft at Uft come to:. 
All Moiiarchy ^cgeneratw into Ddpotif% 
as the foft modem Term is ; oc ipto Tyranny^ 
according to the Expreflion of the. mi4dl^ 
AgC5u The Greeksj in : their nol>left §tatc ol 
Virtue, indifcriminately gave the Name of 
Tyrants to all Kings^ whether lawful or 
Ufurpers, whether good or bad. It is faid, 
that Monarchy, does not lay a Coercion upon 
Kings, and bind them to a good Behaviour j 
but that all depends on natural Difpcfitign, 
or the.Circumftances.in which a j?rince may 
find himfelf, . i 

Without dwelling on a Confutation, of 
all . thefe Paralogifms, I fhaU onijr pbfervj;, 
that all this has not hindered the Continuation 
of Monarchy : And, Jf in fome Place it niaj)r 
have b?en interrupted, that Example cann^ 
be puj; ia the Balance againft the other Parts ^ 
the Wprld : .And?pye;i where the Republica^i 
Government had iakcn Root, foon or late it 
was fpun^ neceffary to return tp Monarchy. 
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.^-D-'i-'^'if ^ .>-_^v.; .;. ' ^ ; ■ ■? ■ . ■■ . •"■* 

' LfeT" itnotbeiaid, that this was brought 
about by fome external Violence, Republics, 
coiifeflfedly, having brought on their own 
^uin J and their inteftine Corruption has 
b»^ri^ a Handle to Foreigners for their finaV 
Demolition: For, as we have beforemen- 
tidncdj * an Ariftdcriaicy ' may very well be a 
real; and good Government y efpecially when 
built oh the wife Foundations of the Fene^ 
tiany where the Excellency of its incompar- 
able Laws feems to forbid any Apprehenfioft 
that it (hould ever become cxtindt. 'Whether 
confidered in the Perfection of its Political 
Maxims, oi: in ^e Arrangements to confoli- 
date its Perfedlion, it muft appear a Mafler- 
piece, as we fliall have Occafion further to 
illuftrate : None of the moft.antlent Republics 
can be faid to come up to it. And here we 
cannot , fufficiently lament the Weaknefs^of 
human Nature, which is not able to prevent 
fuch Negligences and Defeds from infinuatiqg 
then^felves, as in the End are produdive of 
the greateft Misfortunes : And the Remedies 
are fo vipknt, that the Application of thena 
is equally difficult and. dajUgerous : An Alter 
ration in the Form of the Government 

I never 
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tiever fails to be the Confequence, as ^ fe| 
in the £ftabli(hment of the Di^torfli^ ^t 

'Rome. 

. *^ 

Now, Monarchy has nothing of this K«nII 
CO fear; it knows no fuch Paroxyfms. , Upo$ 
the Death of the mod execrable Tyrant^ it k 
only filling his Place with a worthier SuccdC 
for; and every Thing is again fet to Rights^ 
wit^ut any Prejudice to people^ or Goytrn- 
ment And this I may fet down a$ one of 
the greatpft Advantages of monarchical Gd- 
vernmcnt. 



CHAP. X, 

IN the foregoing Reflediions, it is far from 
my Meaning, that human Reafoning ^s 
to be abfolutcly rejeftcd ; for it is by this 6inc 
Reafoning that I have acquired all this 
Knowledge, iffd beeft enabled to thrOw it ihfe 
^cohereiit Difcourfe. Bat, at the fame llnfe; 
J think, we fhonld'bfe taught by what i*t 
have of it, that it i^ not to be truftcd as 
» folc Guide afid Arbiter ; as, th^re is 

always 

2 



fl^X^ too mudk ^f tlie 1^^ and' Cm 

W^^ - ' ■ 

Do not we feci that, a^ter i^nding our^^ 
ibUes in long-^ winded Ratiocina^ons on hu* 
ci^m^Scci^ty^ Its Inftitution^ and: Appendages^ 
ibntie cannot perceive any< Wlarrant for Mo* 
^arcl^, whilft others are all for it^ and ima^ 
ginfi It to indudis as much Happinefs aa 
can be our Portion* Afk both thpfe Particr, 
and, though diametrically opppfite, they will 
fejit they have carefully weighed Things^ in 
the Balance of Reafon : Thus^ as in War, they 
both f)ght with the fame Weapons, but can^ 
never be fure of Viftory, that depending on^ 
iSfcill,: Dextery, Coiirage, and Accidents. Nor ifr 
ViSory itfelf a fiire Mark cf the Juftice of » 
Caufe J this being of no manner of Weight 
11^ Ak: And I may fafely afiirnt human Eea^ 
ioQings to be tbq Arms^ with which Niature 
j^niihesMen^ aimed: at their Birth, tode^ 
^snd themfelvies^ and. on Oorafion, by a ]^m^ 
dent Attack, to prevoot the Incurfions of 
any, who might, attempt to force the Barrio 
qtdoe^/c^ Juftice> i^.ordtr^ to .annoy us. 

Every one has the like Arms, though 
n©|, all of the fame Temper : Some alfo are 

polifticd 
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polifh^i^ 9nd o^namfcuted ; 0^x^ quite ..pkufli 
and even ruily ; and thefe in different Degi^^: 
But it is the ftrong Arm, the warm Heart, ^^^^ 
Cpol Head, and efpcciaily: the :dextrou5T H^f^^^j' 
which gives .the Superiority ; Yet is jos^^ 
^s at all declarative of Rig^t, Jufticej 
and Equity : It happens ; hit . too often, ^osx 
an auk ward Reafoner (hall foil th^ moft fea^ 
fiJble Man, by -the Help of Frcjiidice, .Cahal^i 
pr Authority. . , » 

Though the Dodrine of lodging the.Qon, 
y^pment of States with the People hadrneveb^ 
beqn advapced, it was very naturals ^ dtaf) 
fame of the innamera^e PolStions, which ^fae^ 
learned modern Civilians havejaid dow^i^: 
theiBafis of all Polities, (hould look thattWjty : 
Yfet is its Abfurdity at once palpably laid opervj 
by this fingle Rcflcdion, that it is like truft- 
ing the Children with the paternal Prerogar. 
tive : And was there ever fuch ai) Incongr&i^ ? . 
I am very well aware, that they will rack their 
Brains for fchokftic Diftindlions, as Subter- 
fuges againft the invinciWe Gripe of Trutil ; 
But all their pitiful Artifices betray the WeakK\ 
nefs of their Caufe. 
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«: MAN^XitD t began; in a ^nglc Father, whom 

Hidturetai^ght to govern his Children, at that 

jyjtiltl /theptjly People in the. World, and to 

j;p|ihpm Occqnoiny was no lcfeneccflary>a?:a 

Father; than » Politics as a ;&)vercign. Before 

this Father died, the Family grew infinitely 

gagqient^i ^as it was to people tha Eaitth. 

His Children foond . it noceflary Jo ^ feparate j 

and then, a general Governntentbecon^gim^ 

practicable, feyeral particular ones were to com** 

tivenccf on thp :f&me Plan, th^ Separation being 

by' Families under their -natural Heads. If 

then the^Dofftrine of a popular Sovereignty 

might take ^Jace in the prefent Times, as ,thc 

cflfeniM Bafis of all Political Goverhmpnt, it 

ought, by .a' Parity of Reaibn,; to have otjtaincd 

Jin -the: ficft I Ages of the World : And cohfc*- 

qiiently the Children were the natural Depofi-^ 

^irifis of the/ plarental Power over their own 

^^gi^ers. Jfew : extravagant and abfurd is 

this! - ,: ' : . ' . •'. 

, If even. Nature, in thia Cafe, was to be 
thrown afi(}e, and Violence and Corruption, 
which have indeed made ftrangc Havock of it, 
palled in, it would not mend the Matter a 
^whit: For, ihould an ambitious Conqueror be 
i enabled 



^4 ^/^wtitNatkt^atig^in Cbjuh't 
enabled by Succefs in War to play the Ty«wt 
of«r fah Nei^boQrti, will itbei£ii^ AM^cn 
the Sovereignty refidcd in SItvtti} i^trWi nM 
HiAiyFy in^mns us at any other TdfykiH 
Got emments than the abovemiutioixedj bodk 
alike disfkrourableto Dttnoency ^ 

Pa«sin« over at prefefitthe'Trai^a^fekwe^ 
cfTtefMS at jMenii I oh&n^l thftfe tk 
ChiMvcn^ aa well as Slaves, am Ciid» by tha 
miaanely Death of o^Fatfaery dt^ the Miu^a 
of a'Tyi^aae» tofae^rcui^ted int&bir iioiiiBd 
Rigltttand lodopendenoyt Rjeitift^tBd inwixtt 
ihejp! iwrer wot iw l^f&ffidn of 1 Pd& 
Uy» other: RightSLniB)rfae.acqoiaBd, aJ8^\^t)o» 
nation^. ContraA, orConqaeftz I itroiiidk'£& 
kwyvvv what thefe have to doim the tisattfiifk 
po&d: Cafes ; The Relation ia». J omn^ jM^ 
my/ €bmpefaenfion; Ifee^ itii tlier pfvbi^iv 
Churdbi tbePec^te^jointly-wilh^AeChwgf) 
chufiiig their fiiftiops : But who evefi* i^ 
gined the epifcopal Powef to be origmallyiil 
the People ? I kt Mofes ordering the People to 
feledtfix Men out of each Tribe, fcnr^conftka^ 
ting fevcnty-two Judges under him ; but I do 
not in the Icaft perceive that every IndiVidMil 
of all the Tribes had a Right to be Bir oWd 
Jods^ after this Eleftion. Whatxaft be atf- 

fwcrcd 



^^ciid^t6^ "Numbl ri; 25. And the Lord came 
^^&^n tn ^ Cloud, and fpake unto Mo fes, and 
^^i>o1t of the Spirit that was upon him ^ and gave 
^if'id the feventy Elders t — did not diftributc 
^^itdmon^ the Vcoplc. 
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ET me be allowed a further E^^faikia- 

tioii ef tbis'Delufioa^ as k is^ not with- 

;40«t its J^aHMrtiycfe. ^ 

-•',. 'i; ■ ' ' • ' --'^' ^ '• ■•■•• ■' ^' 

-■:.< KO'T H i^4& is more cortimoii thatt Ha- 

nrangiMs en the eq^al Portion dF iiatufal Ubec^ 

-1^ anumg Mm, every Oeature of a homak 

ftShape hating its Contiftg^t: Yet, if it bfe 

::^aflaed,'ln <i;^hat coufsfts this Liberty i All the 

Auiimr h, in detdrrxiiiiing liis own Will by an 

.. j^ward ifidepeiident Prindple: &itdiis. their 

,p©Jy Afiiwcr is very exceptionable t For to 

^ what Pprpofc deternune the Will i» adl, Or 

iK)t aft, or be paffive, if Power ami Ability 

be wanting? And this being too often theCaie, 

csveryManniightfaU into the Madnefsof willing 

,m Impoflibility 5 whereas, to avoid Folly and 

J^f ifeiy, it is what is feafible and lawful, and 

£^ e nothing 
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ixicfamg eUcy whereby the Will is to be deter* 
miiiecl. 

Nevertheless, fcnne Aathors obftinatdy 
maintain^ that human Nature adually has this 
original Liberty ; and I allow it, if taken in 
the following Senfe : What I am going to fay 
may be looked upon as a wild Flight, and) 
perhaps, a forced Application : But a litde 
Familiarly with Truth cannot fail of bring- 
ing the Mind to an Acknowledgment, that 
the only Liberty of hunoan Nature j$ ii Ra- 
pacity to partake of the Divine Wifdop, 
which alone is by its own Nature free, as 
knowing and doing whatever is good and acni«t 
able. If the Sm fiallmake you free^ ye JbaU 
Se free indeed^ John viii. 36. This Son is the 
lame who. Proverbs viii, 15, is inttoducdd, 
faying, Byrne Kings retgn^ and Princes decree 
jujlice: And here*s the Reafon; Counfel is 
mine, and found Wifdom ^ 1 am Underftand'- 
ing, Ibofoe Strength. This only is Freedom ; 
all the reft is but mere Illufion, as Ihaii be 
demonftratcd. 

No human Creature can be fre^ at the 
Inftant of his Birth ; nor can he be fo in his 
Infancy^ as he is then totally ignorant^ or can 

make 
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itmfct fit) Ufe 6f this inward independent FViii^ 
ciple to determine his Will. If a Child wilit 
any Things it is from Inftindtj or the Sug*- 
geftionsof his Nurfe. When advancing to* 
v/ards Manhood, all his Acquirements rnurt: 
be from Education and Reflexion, if he has 
attended to the Rules, which fhould have 
beeii taught him either traditionally, or by 
Word or JExaraple. It is thus only, that this 
boafted Oberty is t6 be acquired : It no fur- 
ther belongs to human Nature^ than as in- 
cliiie^' to, and capable of partaking of it, by 
a Knowledge of the Trath, arid the Imprefi 
ffen of the Timer from on bigbi and this tnA^ 
nifeftsitfelf in virtuous Habits. 

, l^LTyM^^^ be cjQpfidered in the Sta|e of 
Ippocenpe, as well as in the .State of VirtUi^ 
a^ndj the Cafe is ftill the fame in the main, 
Hercrlies jthe efTential Difference of thefe twp 
States; In that of Inrtocence, every Things 
concurs ta make us wife and virtuous j fo that 
it is only giving Way to natural Spontaneity> 
and we meet with no Obftacles : In the cor- 
rupt State, Obftacles croud upon us at every 
Step; it is all a tpilfome . and craggy Afcent; 
there muft, he Self-denial, , Vigilance, and 
Gonflifts } and fp far , from being animated 

e 2 and 
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and feconded by Nature, we labour under.ji 
perpetual Oppofition, and our Efforts caonpt 
but be damped by a Senfe of our Iiiabi%. 

Whoever is not for deceiving him^tfi 
muft acknowledge that Man, in his prefeot 
corrupt State, if left alone to himfelf, wiU in- 
fallibly reduce himfelf to a Condition much 
worfe than that of the fieafts, as he is for^ 
rounded with a thoufand Wants to which 
they are Strangers, and deftitute of the Mean$ 
of fupplying them by himfelf: Theie W^ts 
can be anfwered only in Society, wht«h iiio 
at the fame Time increafes thee^ to a D«gr<^ 
beyond what it is able to fi^tiefy, thodgjtk |[a$* 
cient for all the Calls of Nature. Is this tbe 
ib much magnified natural Liberty i Tft^e 
^way Wifdom, Mankind are Slaves; andithe 
greater their Darknefs, the more fevere tl^cir 
Prifon, the txiotc indiiToloble their Chai^: 
And the Child,, though an Heir, differs no- 
thing from a Slave, whilft he Wants/ Know- 
ledge and- Strength 3 for it is that only whicb 
gives Liberty* 

Strength muft by no Means be Sepa- 
rated from Knowledge, in order to be free in* 
deed: For he wh^ inO'tuJeth KnowUdgty in- 

creafctb 
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creafeih Sorrow y Ecclef. i. 18. What indeed 
is more painful than to know what ihould be 
done for our own and the common Good, and 
yet fee ourfelves wjthout any of the Means to 
a£t according to our Knowledge and Inclina- 
tions? Hence It isi that Patience, Meeknefs, 
and Long-fuffering are the Virtues of the 
Wife, who know, at leaft, what is fit for 
themfelves and others, though they want 
Strength ancl Means to perform it. 

It b therefore undeniable, d«it tbsy wha 
with the nioft comprehenfivc KnoVt^ledge and 
jufteA Sentiments, are boft fbrnifhcid with 
Means to aft according to their Knowledge, 
are ftioft free ; and, farther, from fuch a Su- 
periority,- acquire a natural Right to difeft the 
Weak and Blind among their Fellow-creatures. 
Now, who can compare with fovereign 
prince^, in Means to accomplifh their Know- 
ledge of what iy fit, good, and advantageous ? 
80 that thefr Inftitution can be no other than 
divine, to promote the Happinefs of a Nation, 
and bring them, as near as pcflible, to a State 
ofPerfcaidn. 

'f'ii£fcE can be no Difficulty in owning, 
that notbing^ i^ Itfrther from being coftimoti 

c 3 among 
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among Men, than this Knowledge and Power. 
Comiptas human Nature b, can any Thing 
more be cxpeded from one than another? I 
prefume to fay, that to form a true Monarelh, 
and continue him fuch, there muft be fome* 
thing fupernatural^ though the invifible Hand 
often makes Vjk of Means apparently nato-^ 
ral. 

How has the Emperor yuftinian been 
treated for this Pofition in his Code, where, 
ipeaking of the Emperors, he iays, God has 
falytiied the Laws to Monarebsy having fint 
down upon Earth a living and animated Body 
^ Laws, From what is, perhaps, only tJie 
Fault of a Tranfcriber, that Emperor is charg* 
ed with an Impiety, as meaning, that God, id 
the very Pcrfons of the Emperors, had fe*it a» 
^imated L^w ^imqng Mep. This is a mdft 
difrcfpcdful Spleen agaipft a Prince wW 
abounded in good Qualities and eminent Ei^ 
dowmcnts I when, as to Nerc^ Domitian^ 
Helio^aiaiuSy and fuch Wretches, tb^y mW 
pffer to violate their infamous Memories* But^ 
fo far is it from any fuch Thing, that this Po^ 
fition is fraught with the trueft Piety, referring 
himfelf to the living Lawy which God, in the 
Riches of bis Graq?, f?nt down Mnong M?n ifl^ 

the 
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tbe Savibur's adorable Perfon ; and the rathcfi?' 
as this Ihing L^w agrees with the Expreffibris^ 
of the Councils held ^t Conftantinople. Thcr 
Emperors of the Eaft always affeded to be* 
accounted the Lord's Reprefentatives and Vi- 
cars ; Gharaders which the Popes of Rome 
foon after found it convenient to aflbme.-How 
fond the £^^r« Emperors were of thefe Ap- 
pellations, authentically appears in their Me- 
dals and Ornaments. 

Is it not further evident, that God has fub^' 
^^ed the Laws to the Monarchs?- Arc they 
not to be en^ced, explained, amended, and 
even altered, according to Times, Emergencies; 
ai^d the Occafions of Men; in a Word, zoi 
cording to Equity ? And to whom does thisbe-* 
long but to Monarchs ? Is not this the natural 
Senfe of the Word u^wri^fixi, ufed by the 
l^rned Emperor ? It muft needs be knbwn^ 
that there is is an eternal and, immutable Law 
of Juftice, the facred Source and Model of all 
human Laws, written or oral j andthat there 
is alfd an Architectonic, which enjoins the 
proportioning of Juftice to the Wcaknefs and 
Infirmity of MeA ; and this is the fupreme 
Law of Equity. Now, this human Weak* 
nefs and Infirmity being continually and fuc- 
e 4 ceffivcly 



ccSg9t\y cfaaogiogs there refolts a NeocSkj: 
of contmnai Hefixmatioos in hnoiaii Lavs^ 
tozxncndy or even abrq^te feme, tofobfijlotP 
others, and introduce new ones ; Aad whq 
iball im»ke tbeie Alteratioo^ but he who is 
the Defioiitary, the Protedx^, and the Arbiter 
ei the Laws? 

. Wii.]; ajiy take upon them to mfinoate, 
that the People having divefted tbeniTdves of 
. the executive, have ftill rcferved to themfelvcs 
the legUI^^tiye Power ? This P^Qpofmon is 
6> s^bi^rd, Qfi ^f Fcquy-e po di^oie Confi>* 
tation. ThpT^ Civilians^ >whoin their Attschr 
ment to natival Liberty has led into it, would 
be puzzled to prpve/ th^t Children, mm 
equal State pf Freedom, with their FadbcrSi 
covld be bound by Laws i0>pofed upor^ them 
by their Fathers without their Confent. Is k 
not ^ reeved M^xim, that a Father cannot 
compel his Children to hard Terms relat-* 
ing to any PoffeiSons not originally derived 
from him, without a fccure Equivalent ? But; 
after all, is this legiflative Power eqoail]^ 
inherent in all Men? Is it in the Majority I 
And wherefore? Is it among the wife imd 
virtuous Few? But who is the competent 
and allpwed Judge of Men's Wiicbm and 

Virtue 



y^e ? IP fiw,* tbefe Coittmdi<aion8 wifl 
xicvwbcat itfi End* «vkb<»it acknowledging 
the Icgiflative Power to be a divine Emana- 
tion, wd estrufted by the Ddty to Miaiftcri 
of bis own Defignation and Appointment. 



CHAP. XII. 

NO T but that every Thing, which paffes 
. through the Hands of Men, however 
excellent in itfelf, is liable to Corraption, and 
as fuch to produce bad Effefls . Th is k fo 
true^ that the Law itfelf, though Itoly, juft- 
good, and neceffary, has been almoft account- 
ed to be the Caufe of Tranfgreffion : The Law 
t^rk^Wraib: Fer ivbertno Law is^ there is 
wTranfgreJkn^ Rom. iv. 15. Until the Law^ 
Sin was in the World : But Sin is Hot imputed:^ 
Hjohen there is no Law ^ v. 13. The Law entered'^ 
thaf Sin might abound^ 20. What jhall we ftt^ 
then f Is the Law- Sin ? Godfi^bid. Nay, I 
had not^known Sin, hut by the Law : For I bad 
ifta^ kmwn Lufi^ except the Law had faidy Thou 
Jh^ not €ovet. But Sin, taking Occafion by the 
Qmmandmenty wrought in me all Manner of 
Ccmeufifcmcez For without the Law Sin was 
^ad^ For Jwm edive without the Law once : 

But 
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Buty when tbe Conmandment came^ Sin revmdy 
and I died. AndtbeCoinmandment^ which win 
wrdaimd to Life^ I found to be unto De&tbi 
For Sin^ taking Occafion by the Commandment^ 
deceived me^ and by it flew me. Wherefore tht 
Law is holy J and the Ommandment boly^ juft^ 
and goody Rom. vii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, i2. 
Wherefore tbe Lam was our Schgolmafter^ Galw 
ill. 24. No Civilian in the World has a 
clearer Elucidation of this important Article: 
And what has been obferved of tbe Law re«- 
flc<2s a ftrong Light on the Interefts of Mb- 
narchs, they, being of divine Inftitutionj no 
Icfs than the Law itfelf. 

Let us then be upon our Guard agaiqil 
thfc Deceptions of certain Arguments and Po* 
fitions which the Knavery of fome, and the 
Ignorance of others, have propagated witlii 
unhappy Induftry, fo as to be common ift 
moft Parts of Europe : An imaginaiy DefjXK 
tifm is the continual Cry, in order to run 
down Monarchy, by affixing to it an arbitrary 
Idea, which has not the leaft Relation to the 
Greek Word (feV-jrortt, from which it is deriv-i 
ed : Nor is Pradice lefe contrary than Thebry 
to the Interpretation put upon it *; and it is i^ot 
without Reafon, that I take the flat pro ra^ 
' tiom 



0ioffrv0b0itas to be no more than fporting with 
Words, that have no Reality, but arc invent- 
ed ttf impofe u|pon the World, 

If ]\ff en have a Will, it is certainty to ar^ 
rive at laft to a State of perfeft Happintfsl 
From the greatift Monarch oh Earth, to the 
moft abjca Wretch imaginable, this is an ir- 
radicable Sentiment in the human Heart : And 
all the Difference lies in the Objed and 
Means of our Happinefs, in which we may 
eaiily be, and too often are deceived. Though 
tbe QbjiC&s, which our Illufion prefents to us, 
be often no more than Appearances void of 
Reality, yet is our general Will no lefs deter- 
mined by them : But this fcdudive Determi- 
nation does not vitiate or deftroy the natural 
leading Principle : The indelible inward Will 
ftill preffes with unwearied Eagernefs towards 
the true Happinefs of Mankind, and makes 
its Way through all Illufipns and Miftakes to 
that great End, of which it has not yet a 
<dear and diftin£fc Idea. When once its Error 
is reuEioved by foiiie kind Inilrudtor, then is 
fecn what it truly wills, and whither it is car- 
md- by its own Nature, which it can never 
Qoi^nterad* 
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And now i$ it conceivable, diat, when en- 
lightened by Reafon, perfoaded of the real Ob^ 
jediof a perfed: Happineis, and fbre and eafy 
Means of obtaining it are fet before our l^es,. 
the Will can offer to take anbdier Courfe ? A 
violent Illuiion mtcy (o £xc prejudice us agalpft 
Reafon, that, inftead of calmly liftenfng to it, 
vft warndy oppofe it : But, that we can admit 
it into our Breafts, own its Convidion, and yet 
that the Will flmll ftand out againftit, t&i9 
muft appear a manifeft Contradidlion ; and % 
far, that a Will without £3me Reafon is to 
me an Impoffihiiity in Nature ; exceptmg thiett 
original Will of being happy, afitec^cnt to 
all human RefleiSions, and which to renow^c 
is alfo an Impoflibility. ^-^ 

A Monarch may indeed be ignorant, tteft 
he cannot be happy, but in making his f^ 
pie fo ; and this Ignorance mdy betray him 
into a bad Condud : But ^e People are mudi 
more liable to the Polly and Madnefs of taMing 
for Caprice and Humour fuch Meafures as are 
the Rdfoltof the moft provident WiidoniiBi^ 
Goodnefs; diough it may not be proper to 
ky the Motives befiDce the Pttblic, as khsf 
might not be rightly undcrftood, or the 0^« 
fe^ of them prevented. How common is fach 

aPro- 
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aPr^9Qf4ure bei:wixt a Phyfician and his Pa- 
tJA^tSy a Father and his Childfen, aGenersA 
and his Soldiers, a Sovereign and his SubjeiS^ ? 

,1 CANNOT here forbeat a Refleftion^ 
^ii??hich having always appeared to me to full 
c£ Equi^, it is with fomc Difficulty I for*- 
give the Omiffion of it in fo many other 
Writers. Kings are not beyond numbering; 
of .all Stations in the World ikey are infinitely 
^e feweft : So that die Monfleis of Injoftite 
andCrwlty may eafily be diftinguifhed from 
tbd Fathers of their People* After this Diftinc- 
tion^ the Remainddr, which would be found 
leqoal to the other two Cla^s, are thofe who 
arc remarkable neither for Vices nor Virtues^ 
The Violent, indeed^ have made themfelves 
toi be moft talked of ; human Nature having a 
moch (|aicker Senfe of Hurt or Detriment^tban 
of Affluence or Pleafure: But this Turpitude, 
which, by being fo induftrioufly exaggerated, 
has ratfed fuch frightful Ideas, when viewed 
through the Medium of Truth, gradually dif- 
. af^ears, like the Imagery of a Dream* 

It is very feldom that evil Princes are 
found fo confummately execrable, as not to 
, liave done many good Things^ which by Rea- 

fon 
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fon of their EDormhies have been oblitttkedj 
but which an equitable judge • woi^d^iissaj 
brought into the. Account : And, on the other 
Hand, the beft of Princes may have beenifiirJ 
prized into very culpable CxcftfTes: But the 
latter is excufed, wfailft, perhaps, the Mole^ 
iiills of the former are reprefehted as MounK 
tains. J J 

Among the moil: favage and barbarous Go^ 
vQrnments, is the:re any Companion to be 
made betwixt thofe who have fuffered bya 
Tyrant, and thofe who have lived unmoieitoi 
in a chearful Enjoyment of their Fortunesaod 
Dignities ? The Sight of fome Viaims may. 
have, ilruck the whole Nation with Temacif^ 
but that was all 4^e Harm the Multkude rer: 
ccived by it. No Tyrant ever rdgned kwigi 
Heaven having always watched to bring fpecdy 
DeftruiSlion upon him. > i>j^ 

In fine, were Republican Governments iiftcd 
with the fame prying Eye as Monarchies have 
been, their Ads of Violence, Tyranny, pM 
Cruelty would be found to exceed thofe of 
Tyrants, and to be no fuddcn Starts of Paffibri! 
Among the antient Republics, what Initancfesof 
Perfidy, Injuflice, and crying Barbarity are^fecr 

in 
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^ In.jithmSy Rime^ and Sparta? And the few 
Rqmblics fince thofe Times have in all 
Things been of a Piece with their Models. 
Even the Hiftory of the moft wife and mode- 
rate of them abounds with, very foul Tranf- 
adions^ efpecially before the Eflablifhment of 
Ariftocracy. If a cer^in Work, falfely at- 
tributed to the celebrated Father Paul Sarpi, 
was in Reality his, and he was profecuted for 
it by the Statc-Inquifitors of Venice^ it would 
be a terrible Evidence of Republican Ty- 
ranny : fiut that Book may well be placed 
next to MacbiavePs Prince ; both being of 
the. fame Tendency, the Work of mifapplied 
Abilities, to bring an Odium upon Monar- 
chies and Republics. Happy for the. World 
^nd themfelves,. if fuch Authors had never 
looked into a Book ! 

CH A P. XIII. 

WERE I to analyfe the antient Democra- 
tical States, very forcible Arguments 
are ijot wanting to prove, that what Virtue 
ever appeared among them wasjno more than a 
Blaze> and that Vice had the Afcendant, un- 

lefs 
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Icfi when a fevagc Kind rf Rigour for fomc 
Time kept the People to their Duty: And 
this was fure to be attended with Violence and 
Slaughter, and the Exile of great Nnm- 
bers of the Citizens. Is this to be called a 
Government, in whi<^ Virtue is the main 
Spring ? It is even clear from Hiftory, that 
without the Didatnre among the 12^mim,with- 
out the Kings in Crete and Sparta^ and with- 
out a few fuch as Pericles and Aratm^ 
Republics would foon have brought them* 
felves to a tragical Period. 

At leaft, it muft- have been a very llender 
Kind of Virtue that adtuated Republics, fincc 
they fo ill improved their profperous Periods. 
The moft lafting Ariftocracies have degene- 
rated into an Oligarchy, of all Defpotifms 
the very worft, or into an Ochlocracy, when- 
ever the Senate grew too numerous; for, be- 
coming a Multitude, it finks to a Level with 
the Commonalty. Shew me a Republic that 
has fleered a fteady Courfe, that has not 
run itfelf on either of thefe Rocks, or has 
got a-float again without confiderable Da- 
mage. It is no fmall Happinefs to have flood 
many Ages under frequent Concuflions ; but 

It 
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it is what never couM hive happened to States 
wholly Democfatical, 

It - niuft be owned, that, if People be 
compared to People, and in their moft favour-? 
aWe Light, from the moft credible Accounts 
©f Hiftory, the Palm niuft be given to the 
Athenians : The moft polite and wifeft of the 
Romans allow it : And yet this pre-eminent 
People, though abounding with Sages and 
Ileroes, found it neceflary to (hift from one 
Form of Government to another, and with 
all their Shifts could riot long fupport the 
State : Its Declenfion and Ruin were, as in 
all other Republics, owing to the Prevalence 
of inteftine Corruption : Before foreign At- 
tempts agaiftft them fuccecded, the Way was 
pavtd by themfelves. 

Those Republics virho in all the After-age^ 
have beft ftood their Ground, muft not be 
thought the raloft virtuous: But, without fet- 
ting up for^ Conquerors, they preferved their 
Liberties by temporifing, and, as it v^ere, by 
compounding with the Strongeft -, endeavour- 
ing to be of Service to all Princes, with the 
leaft Charge poffible to them ; fometimes on 
one Side, fometimes on another ; and [always 

f 'the 



•-. vjt ja£fc Slsi. E::t ihi ^ r? .^re ji^eflt, 
^ r cfi bii n^ r^Dii G gjE!Lil£r xiii Hmjifci 
i:: k. cj: v: fih "?rji Pfcc!^ who hsita Brc!y 
Kt]l^ cf :ht5r rood Fctnrac, srd sir iodxizt^ 
tdifi':sh Lygf <3f an inrz'F.sMr v Li lqt% : Ssdi 
2 c:mnKr<u>Ie ModcTLrca is too mean fcr 
th^tn : Acd, thiK wliit Mrnics tbcr had dcgc- 
Dcrae icto Prcfampdoo, Profalcnds^ and 
the ether Vices of ProfpcritT. A Natkm of 
Kcbies IS like a Nation of Kings, fit only to 
&id a Place in Fairy Talcs. 

I ADD^ that, if it be the Knowledge of the 
Ncceflity, Suitablenef^, and Benefit of Laws, 
in which their Force confifts, it is no Won-* 
der they fhould be fo weak in Republics, 
where few have either Leifure or Talents for 
the Difcuffion of thofe Points* In order to a 
Convidion from the EfFciSls, the Laws muft be 
obfcrved for fome Time, and then the People 
may be pretty good Judges of the Matter : 
But in the Interim, the Laws, being weak, are 
ill obfcrved, and confequently their Merit re- 
mains doubtfuh It is this Weaknefs which fo 
frequently introduces Changes in the Republi- 
can Laws, and even in thofe which feemed the 
2 Pillars 
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Pillars of the Conftitution. There's no Stay 
to the Giddihefs of the People, urilefs thie 
Laws be under the Sanation of Religion. Zy- 
curgus employed the Sacrednefs of an Oath 
to bind his Lacedemonians to the Obfervance of 
his auftere Lawsj 'till by Cuftom they fhould 
become eafy. Minos and Numa brought in the 
Gods to enforce their Plan ; and it anfwered; 
But the Athenian Legillator, imagining td 
tarry his Point by Philofophy alone, had the 
Mortification to fee his Laws come to no- 
thing, even in the fhort Term of his Life. 

In the Monarchical Government the Laws 
ire much more fixed, though in Appearance 
depending on the Pleafure of fucceffive fingle 
Perfons, tvho feldom happen to be of the fame 
Judgment and Difpofition : Yet by that the 
Sovereigri and his few Minifters come 16 
have a better Knowledge of the Fitncfs and 
Utility of the Laws, and proteft and execute 
then! with a Puniftuality v^^hich mahifefts 
their genuinfc EfFefts. What feems ftrange at 
firft, is, that moft Concjuerors, inftead of im- 
pofirig Laws and Ufages, have adopted thofe 
of the Conquered, thereby ahiioft reconcil- 
ing them to ^Conqtieft. When they were 

f 2 pleafc<l 
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fie^kd to cxcoipt a Peopk from SkTcry, tbey 
cont:nucd them in their Properties, Prinkges, 
and Cttiloms. Wherever the Rmums knC 
Colonies, they introduced their Laws, and 
prevailed on the moft opulent Cities to receive 
them, by the alluring Offer of the Honour of 
being Roman Citizens; which, however it 
might ferve a prefent Turn, was of no lafiiog 
Advantage to their Empire. 

For my Part, no Virtue can I perceive, ex- 
cept in the Legiilators and the Interpreters of 
the Laws, whether in Republics, Monarchies, 
or Defpotifms ; I find the People's Submiflion 
every where depends only on Religion and • 
Cuftom } the former perfuades us of its Neccf- 
fuy, and the fecond makes it eafy. I dare not 
fcarch into the inward Pacts of fome Nations, 
who fcem in great Favour with the Author of 
the Spirit of Laws : But it is not very clear, 
fiom the Hifkory of France^ that Parliaments 
have much contributed to the Quiet and Wel- 
fare of the Kingdom 5 and modern and antient 
' Hlftory makes thofe of other Nations to have 
aftcd no better Part, In fine, the nearer the Ap- 
proaches to a popular State, the more Inconflan- 
cy, Confufion, and Animofity: Their Hap- 

pinefs 
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pinefs lafts but for a Seafon. In the forming 
of an prcheftra, there is always a Choice of 
of the moft exquiiite Hands ; yet, the more It 
confifts of, the more Danger there is of fre- 
quent DifTonances. 

CHAP. XIV. 

IN Republics, both Rewards and Punifh- 
ments are very unequal and uncertain 5 the 
moft common, and, as fuch, the moft dangcroijs 
Faults, are feldom or but flightly puniihed, 
the People apprehending It maybe their own 
Cafe : And Crimes, of which only a few aban- 
doned Villains are fufceptible, are puniflied 
with exceffive Atrocitja as what the People con- 
clude they fliall never be guilty of. Now, in 
Punifliment^ Cruelty fliould have no Hand,, for ' 
thereby Abhorrence is .turned into Pity; and a 
civilized People has been known more than 
once to fupprefs the Horror of the Sight by 
relcafing the Criminal ; and the Barbarians be- 
ing habituated to it, the Example lofes its £f- 
fe<5t. That in Monarchies it is quite the Re- 
verfe, I appeal to Experience and Hiftory, 

f3 As 
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As to Rewards, the People always gra(|ge 
them, from a low Conceit that what they give 
toothers, they deprive themfclves of: They 
are, befides, little inclined to make any confi- 
derable Diftinftion among their Body ; Equa- 
lity being their favourite Maxim. They un- 
reafonably magnify the Duty to one's Country, 
to palliate their Difregard of the tooft he- 
roick Adlions. At firft they arc ravifhed with 
them ; but in a Day or two their Extafy turns 
to Coldnefs ; for they know no Mean. He 
who would not rifk his Life for the People is 
a Traitor : When the Rifle has been made, and 
with fingular Succefs, talk of Recompence, 
the Republican Anfwer is, Was it not his 
Duty ? If there's a Mifcarriage, you ar6 a 
Blockhead, and you feuft take it for your 
Pains. 

It was in the democratical Republics that 
yras hatched ih^ Stoical Principle, that the Satis- 
faction of performing praife-worthy Adions 
ought to be its only Reward ^ that any additio- 
nal Recompence degraded and weakened it : A 
poor Excufe for Ingratitude ! Are we taught any 
fuch Thing byGfod in hisDoftrincs or his Deal- 
ings 
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ingswithMen? If ever he delays re warding what 
is yet no more than our indifpenfibleDuty, it is 
in order, by rendering the Perfon more virtuous, 
to fit him for a greater Degree of that ineffa- 
ble Glory which he has in Referve for him ; 
and this, though the Difpofition, Talents, and 
Accomplifliment of ali virtuous Anions are 
derived from Him, the inexhauftible Foun- 
tain from whom every good Gift is derived. 
It is not the lefs a Point of Juftice among 
Men : For, if from your good Adlions all 
reap real and durable Advantages, why 
fhould not all who are the better for it, con- 
cur in making you an Equivalent, or at leaft 
give fomc fubftantial Acknowledgment of 
the Benefit ? Praifes, Honours, and Ad van- . 
tages ought by no Means to be withheld 
from thofe exalted Adtions, by which nothing 
lefs than the Safety or Happinefs of a whole 
Nation is decided : And, as the happy Con^ 
fequences of them reach to Pofl:erity, fo ought 
the Recompence. This is the true Principle 
of Nobility among civilized Nations, but which 
has been infinitely abufed ; a juft Proportion 
•being no lefs proper in Rewards than Punifb- 
ments : All Excefs is faulty, but in the for- 
mer it is not fo dangerous as in the latter, 

f 4 In. 
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In Defence of your Merit, you will plead, 
that any other Citizen might and ought, as a 
Citizen and Lover of his Country, to do what 
you have done : But, no other having attempt- 
ed it, and poffibly would not have fucceeded, 
your Right to a Reward is inconteftable. 
But whatever Juftice there may be in this 
Reafoning, it does not follow, that, having 
iaved the People, you may opprefs them, or 
have a Right to force a Recompence from 
them. AH your Right is to alk it; and who- 
ever does not, is bloated with contumelious 
Pride, and manifefts a Contempt or Rancour 
againft his Country, and all that is in its Power 
to give. The leaft Reward is of infinite 
Value, when it proceeds from our Country's 
Acknowledgment of the Obligation. The 
Virtue of eithet Side confifts in fctting a pro- 
per Value on an heroic or laudable Aftion j 
to proportion it to the Difficulties, Circum- 
ftances, and Confequences, and not to rate it 
higher. To claim your diie, and upon a Re- 
fufal to defift, is a Point of Virtue. If the 
moft jujft Recompence might prove a bad Pre- 
cedent, and be of pernicious Confequence 
to the State, it is a Duty, not only to drop 

the 



Chap. XIV. of Political Governments. 89 

the Claim, but modeftly to decline the Ac- 
ceptance. But with the People ail thefe 
Truths are mere Chimera's. 

Reasonings may be as fpecious as you 
pleafe : I will allpw them to be even fotind 
and good : But, when contradi<led by the ge* 
neral Experience of all Ages, they are no 
longer worth any Regard. Many Things arc 
juft and very advantageous for a Society of 
Men in % State of Health : But, (hould 
a Contagion get among them, thefe Things 
would ceafe to be proper, and the Society 
would readily concur to abrogate them. The 
fame Regimen <loes not fuit the Healthy and 
the Sick : And it is no cafy Matter to prove, that 
a large Nation is not a Society, where violent, 
and very often contagious, Difeafes arc to be 
treated.' Why Mr. de Montefquiou has thought 
fit to attribute Virtue to Republics, and refufe 
it to the reft of the World, is paft my Con- 
ception. The only good Thing in Republics 
is Ariflocracy^ which Democracy, and even 
Monarchy itfelf cannot be without : For Coun- 
cils and Magiftrates there muft be, and thefe 
cannot fubfift without Order and Choice. 
Did ail the Difference confift in the Right of 

chufing 
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chafing CounfcUors and Magiftrates, what Gor 
vcrnment muft that be, where the Choice is 
made by cafting Lots ? A PraQice which is not 
unknown among both Antients and Moderns^ 

May I prcfume to aflert, that the Political 
Government of human Society can be but 
one ; and that the threefold DiflFerence, 
broached by the Sophiftry of the Greeks^ makes 
no Alteration in the Subftance or the People's 
Welfare ? A Tyranny, deftrudtive of natural 
Liberty, and fetting up a fucceffive Slavery 
among Men, cannot fubfift in the World : To 
bind Madmen, to chain fome Criminals aboard 
the Gallies, to confine others like fo many 
Prifoners of War ; thefe being once acknow- 
ledged neceflary Evils, are to be no longer looked 
upon as tyrannical. Perhaps, Mr. de Montef- 
quiou will prove, that it is better to take away 
the Life of an Enemy, than to make him ab^ 
folutely miferable, and reduce him to the 
Condition of Bcafts : But, for the Remainder, 
he carries his Reafonings too far, not recolleftr 
ing, that, in moft human AGions, the general 
Laws, the Cufl:oms of the Times and Plices. 
are to4)c complied with. I ftill return to my 
former Affcrtipn, that the Sick arc to be treated 

quite 
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quite differently from the Healthy. The Au- 
thor of the Spirit of Laws always difcourfes 
of Men, as if they had neither Vices nor 
Virtues : It is a great Miftake ; the former are 
infeparable from the Great World ; and it is of 
the Great World that we (hould fpeak. 

There is no more Wrong done to Madmen 
and Criminals, to t>ind them with Chains, 
than to the Barbarians and Corfairs, in putting 
them aboard the Gallies, where they them- 
felves put all other People. Among policed Na- 
tions there might be Grounds to promife one's 
felf, that the Releafement of Prifonei^s of War 
would be of no ill Confequence, the whole 
People being judged to be anfwerable for them. 
When nothing remains to fear, you may free^ 
ly releafe : And Generbfity, when wife, be- 
comes the Duty of all Men of Senfe and 
Virtue 5 but a rafti and imprudent Generofity 
is only fit for Fools. 

It is juft the fame with regard to Compaf- 
fion and Tendernefs towards Criminals : When 
by a Series of Anions pernicious to the Public, 
thefe Wretches may be prefumed incorrigible, 
and that fparing them, or mitigating their 

Punifh- 
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Punifhment, ^ould be a bad Precedent^ for 
others to take the fame Courfe, their Life 
mufl undoubtedly go» and the fooner the 
better. The Safety of the Whole requires 
the Amputation of fuch Parts as are rotten 
and infe<ftious : And, if it (hould happen that 
an innocent Perfon fuffer, it is not always the 
Surgeon's Fault. After the Experience of all 
human Societies in all Ages, why (hould we 
be for innovating on this Article? Could 
\}Ax. de Montefquiou but govern a People for 
one Month only, he would quickly be con- 
vinced, that his Mildnefs had impofed upon 
him : However, this very Thing does goat 
Honour to the Goodnc& of his Temper. 

\C HA P. XV. 

TN all Kinds of Political Governments, 
JL Virtue alone is fufficient for the Efta- 
blifhment and Obfervance of Laws, whilft 
Men are Men : But, whenever Men become 
Children, or &11 fick, and much more whea 
they become Beafts, Recourfe mof): be had to 
Force and Art. 

If 
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If the Point of Honour be not a Virtue, 
it is a Folly beneath any Confideration. Some- 
times there are, indeed. Follies fo general, as 
to have a manifeft Influence among Men ; as 
there a? e even Vices which are fometimes pro- 
dudivc of advantageous Eflfefts. Yet thefe Ef- 
fcfts are only temporary, and to repair a greater 
Evil: For, no fooner is that done, than the 
Confequences take a Turn, and become en- 
tirely deftrudive ^ as is fecn in Luxury, which 
is fometimes of Ufe to excite a Spirit of In- 
duftry, and fio cattfe a Circulation of Money. 
Now, the Duration of Monarchical Govern- 
ments through fo many Ages, proves that they 
arc founded and fapported by fomething more 
real than the Point of Honour, which the 
Author of iht Spirit rf Laws would be very 
hard put to it to find in all the Monarchies^ 
both antient and modern. 

Neither do I believe it can admit of a 
Doubt, but that in the prefent Defpotic States 
the Subjefts in general are inras^eafy Circum- 
ftances, as free and chearfol, as among the 
Republics : Only put the Queftion to the Rd^ 
mans^ the Ruffians^ and even the Turks. 

Compa- 
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Comparifons are odious, and are too naturally 
inade among Men : But where Fadks arc 
contrary to Reafoning, we muft abide by the 
former, and corred the latter; 

A GREAT Noifc is made about Liberty, aS 
if it was the peculiar Portion of Republics; 
But it is no more than an Echo rebounding 
ftom thfc Rocks of antient Greece : It ftrikcs 
the Imagination 5 but, upon mature Reflcdion, 
it is found to be only a large Void. Femce 
is the only Republic I know of, which has 
given Marks of a Superiority o£ Mind and 
Heart, not to be parallelled in any other Part 
of the World. It is a common Proverb there,- 
that a thoufand ndble Slaves rule Millions of 
Freemen. Now, nothing but the greatcft 
Magnanimity can give the Appearance of 
Truth to fuch a Paradox. 

According to the Inftitution of this illu- 
ftrious Ariftocracy, the Nobility have never 
confented to the leaft Exception froni the 
Laws, even the liioft burthenfonie, nor to 
the leaft outward Diftindlion from the other 
Citizens. The Magiftrates and the chief Tri- 
bunals of the Government have no Claim to 

any 
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any profitable Reward^ and that of Honour^ 
which is not always certain, is rated ex-- 
tremely high. Perfonages illuftrious by their 
Birth, Talents, and Virtue, arc ready at any 
Time to lay down their fplendid Pofts^ 
which they have dcferved, and honourably 
difchargedi to give a ftridl Account of their 
Adminiftration eveii to thofe who fometinies 
are but little like them. It is faying a great: 
deal, that Honour alone has at leaft as much 
Power among the Body of the Fenetian No^ 
bility, as Penalties and Tortures in other 
Places* If this be not the true Point of 
Honour, what is it ? And yet Fenice is 
very far from having any Thing of Monarchy 
in it* 

This Body, equally refpedable and nume- 
rous, (for, as to all the Individuals, among 
whom many Faults and Corruptions have crept 
in with Time, I fpeak not of them) muft 
even have, parted with natural Liberty for 
the public Good. The Nobility cannot fo much 
as drefs or be ferved in their own Houfcs, 
according to their Liking and Humour : None 
can decline the public Service, unlefs fick, or 
in Orders : The Government's Command muft 

inftantly 
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mttft inftantly be complied with: Bofincfs, 
and Picafurc, Town and Country, all muft be 
left, whenfoevcr it thinks fit : And even when 
yoa voluntarily take upon yourfelf a Fart (£ 
the Government, you maft not always depend 
on its rewarding your Services. 

None of the Nobles are allowed to fervc 
a foreign Power, or to feek their Fortune 
abroad : Nay, they muft not fd much as go 
out of the Territories of the State without 
an exprcfs Licence ; which when obtained^ is 
revokable at Plcafure, without any Objec* 
tion. There is a ftridl Eye kept oh the Ac- 
quaintance and Intercourfe of the Nobility 
with Foreigners, efpecially when they.haVe 
any Thing like a public Charadler. 

Thire are no Laws from which any one 
can exempt himfelf ; and even the Statc-In- 
quifitors, though the fupreme Officers, in their 
domeftic Concerns are under *he Cognizance 
of the ordinary Magiftrates. The leaft Aft 
of Violence, taking Vent, within a Day * 
two brings down the Author from his exalt* 
e^ Poft, and that for Life. Perfons of the 

moft 



CftAt. XV* of Political Governments^ 97 
moft diftinguilhed Virtue and- Wifdoto, with 
whatfocvcr Office and Authority they are in- 
vcfted, without the inchanting Arts of Elo- 
cution , to foften Envy, or remove Sufpi- 
cions, muft neceffarily be borne down by the 
Majority. 

Reason, Juftice, • Mcritj and Digttlty a-» 
vail nothing againft Numbers, who muft 
not only be yielded to, butj as foon as 
the Refolution is paft, there muft be a Con- 
currence with the reft to put it into Execu-* 
tion^ notwithftanding any ReluCtihce, or in- 
ward Perfuafiort of its being Wrong, Was 
ever Slavery like this? And yet this is no 
more than what is common to all Repub- 
lics* 

It is quite otherwife for the People. 
Every one who does not openly abufe the 
Lenity of the Laws, rtiay live within his own 
Doors juft as he pleafes : None are compelled 
-to ferve either in the Afmy or Revenues; and 
all who are for prompting themfclves in the 
Republic's Service, are fure of the kindeft 
.Welcome and Encouragement. They are 
• S under 
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under no Prohibition from entering into fo- 
reign Service, unle(s fome very particolar Cir«f 
fiances be ol^edaUe : And that, in die Vent^ 
tian Dominions, they think, fpc^, and 
aft as freely as in any Part of tlic Worlds 
provided they do not diflurb the State nor give 
any fcandalous Example to the People, is r 
what no Eurfipean can deny. 

, To conclude ; it happens her^ as eireiyr 
where elfe, that Men of Senfe and Problt<)r 
muft obferve a Medium in every Thing; and 
take Care, neither. for good nor bad, to draw 
upon themfelves the Attentipn of H^ gtmt 
Ones: JFor, wl^erever therp arc Men, there alfo 
will certainly be the Vices which, h^ye attend- 
ed them from their Birth. They who inlagine 
to check them by Laws, are, of all Men, the 
moil miflaken, and deceive themfelves to the 
greater Prejudice of Society, according to the 
well-known Principle, nitimur in vetitutn. 
The fewer Laws, the fewer Qrinacs, and 
the more Liberty. R^epublics abpund moft 
in Laws, confequendy ia Tranfgre0ions. 
That imaginary Liberty never rife?, higher 
there than in any other Form of Govcrnnwnt: 

It 
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[t is what every candid Man will acknow- 
edge upon mature Refledion. There muft be 
(Virtue) there muft be Honour , there muft be 
Force every where : It is only fuch a Conjunc- 
tion which can eftablifhand fupport a Govern-^ 
ment promotive of the Happinefs of Society. 

FIR vanus in Superbiam erigitur, et tan^ 
quam Tullum Onagri fe liberum natum putat. 
Jobxi. 12. 
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